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P R E F A C E .  

IN offering the following series of Views to the public, it would be superfluous 

to descant upon the extraordinary degree of interest which they possess, illus- 

trating, as they do, a portion of our Indian territories hitherto little known, and 

comprising the most splendid Mountain Scenery wllicll can be found through- 

out tlie world. Tlle Publishers have spared neither pains nor cost in the 

Engravings, which have been got up at a vast expense (&2,400), from Drawings 

executed on the spot by an enterprising and accomplished traveller. The 

dificulties and dangers attendant upon a journey through the Himalaya, to the 

soul-ces of the Ganges and Jumna, will be gathered from the ensuing pages; 

and the Views, taken by Lieut. White, in addition to their spirit and fidelity, 

must be highly valued by all who can appreciate the ardour and energy which 

could alone have produced them, amid the toils, fatigues, aud even perils of his 

Mountain Tour. The descriptive portion must speak for itself; its accuracy 

may be relied upon, and it will be found to contain much new and interesting 

information concerning the alpine regions of the East. 



vi PRELIMINARY OBSERVATIONB ON 

There is very little level g rou~id  to be found t l~rougl~out  the wl~ole of tliese dietricts, 
which consist entirely of a succession of exceedingly high ridges, crossing each otlier 
continually, a n d  presenting a confusion almost wholly indescribable as they branch out 
from the great elevations beyond. Towards the eource, if i t  niay be no culled, of 
the great chain, these mountainous ranges increase in Iieight, the lowest arising 
abruptly from a long and gentle slope stretching to the plains. These hills a re  exceed- 
lngly steep and narrow a t  the summit, and they approach eacll otlier so closely, that 
excepting in Nepaul there are vcry few valleys, tlie channels that divide then1 being 
nothing more than ravines. 

We are a t  present unacquainted with any mountains tliet exceed the height of' the 
H i ~ n ~ l a y a ;  the Andes, long supposed to be the lllost gigantic in tlie world, being over- 
topped by no fewer than twenty of tlie peaks of these snow-crowlied n~onarchs.  Consi- 
derable as the estimate taken lias been, there is great probability that if the policy of 
the Ghoorka government would admit of a nearer approacll, we sliould fin11 tlre heights 
of some of tliese peaks to exceed the present con~putation. The Dllawalagira, o r  the 
White Mountain, is supposed to be one of the loftiest; i t  is situated, according to the 
common belief, near the source of the Gunduck, and the illeasurenlent taken by scientific 
nlen employed in tlie sorvey, give it a l~eigllt  of 27,000 feet above the level of tlie sea. 
Many travellers well qualified to afford a very accurate guess upon the subject, are of 
opinion that there are pealrs in the ~i lost  nortliern portion of the Himalaya, whicll greatly 
exceed tlie general calculatioii. 'l'he following table, therefore, the result of a very 
careful and scientific survey, by Captains Hodson, Webb, and liel-bert, may be received 
with confidence as affording an under, rather than an over estimate of the relative Iieights 
of these enormous peaks :- 

FEET. 

Dhawalagiri, or the White  Pulountains; above the l e ~ e l  of the sea . . 
Nunda Debee, one of the Juwahir cluster of peaks, and No. 11, A, 2, 

of Hodson and Herbert's survey . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Setghur, properly Swetagl~ur, or the White  Tower north of Nepaul . 
A mountain, s~ipposed to be Dhaibau, above C a t ~ ~ i a n d o o  20,140 feet ; 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  above the sea 
A mountain, not named, observed from Ciitmandoo, in the direction of 

Caila-Bhairava, 20,000 feet above the valley of Nepaul, and above 
the level of the sea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

Another near to it, 18,66'2 feet above the Nepaul valley ; above tlle level 
of the sea . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  

A third in the vicinity, 18,451 ditto ; . . .  (litto . .  
Two peaks, named St.  George a ~ i d  St.  Patrick, situated a t  the head of' 

tlle Bhagiruttee, or true Ganges ; calculated in Hodson and Herbert's 
surrey-tlie first a t  . . . . . . . . . . .  

tlie last a t  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  
Tlie two peaks of the Roodroo Hiniala, north-cast of tlie Ganges, 

23,300, and . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  



TEE H I M A L A Y A  MOUNTAIWB. 

FEET. 

Peaks of the Jumuootree, or Buriderpooch Mountains, (giving rise to 
tlie Jumna, the Tonse, and the Berui Gunga,) varyilig in clevatiou 
from 20,122, to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  21,155 

Also upwards of fifty inferior peaks, lying between loii. 78°arid BOO East, 
varying fro111 18 to . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  '20,000 

In  clear weather, the most lofty of these luountailie iu the direction of Catrnandoo in 
Nepaul, may be seen from Patna, a t  the distance of 160 geographical miles ; aliile in fioule 
places, Purneah and Rejmhal, for inst,ance, they are virjil~le at  a still 111ore extraordiriury 
distance, 232 English milee; a circumstance wliich, according to the calculation of 
Mr. Colebrooke, establishes tlieir height to be at  least 28,000 feet, since notliing less 
would render then1 barely discernible a t  that distance iu the mean state of the atmospliere ; 
altliough under circumstances of extrnordinary refraction, a lower altitude would produce 
the s a ~ n e  effect. 

In  consequellce of their vast extent and the various difficulties, partly arising fro111 the 
nature of the country, and partly from t l ~ e  unwillingness to admit strangers withi11 tlicir 
territories, manifested by tlie Ghoorka and Chinese governnleutli, a very considrrablc 
portion of the Hi~iialaya reluailis uliexplored : our acrjuaintance, I~o~rever ,  witli this 
interesting country is improving every day. 111 addition to the nunlerous scientific 
travellers anxious to add to tlie stock of illforluation already g:~tl~ered by tlie indefatigable 
researches of Messrs. Colebrooke, Fraser, Webb, Raper, Hodson, Herbert, tlle Gerartls, 
and Royle, hosts of idlers from the plains are co:~tinually ral~girig t11rou~I1 the nlost 
accessible places, or extending their ~ra~lder ings  to otliers less k1ioa.11. ' I l ~ e  j o u r ~ ~ a l s ,  
notes, diaries, private letters, and conrersatioii of tliese gentlemen, have contributcd 
many very interesting particulars relative to the scenery, geology, &c. ; and in the course 
of a few years we may Iinpe, tlirougli these sources, to acquire a very correct idea of' 
the whole of this splendid region. 

W e  have a t  present an extremely limited acquaintarice with tlie passes wliicli intersect 
the snowy mou~itains, and conduct the traveller from one to the other:  those that are 
known, always lead over the lowest parts of tlie range, a t  an elevatiou varying fronl 15 to 
16,000 feet; between steep ascents, several tliousalid feet higher. T l ~ e  European traveller 
is best acquainted with the Shatool or Rol passes, near tile course of the Sutlej, and tlie 
Gonass, and Druang passes, tlie last nanied near the Paber. Tlie Soi.u~er are very difti- 
cult, luany travellers illtendiug to cross, having bee11 prevented by the bitterness of tlre 
cold, and the numerous obstacles opposing themselves to farther progress. The Shattool 
pass is nearly equal in lieiglit to the sumn~i t  of Molit Rlunc, being about 15,400 fc.c.1 
above the level of tlie sea. I t  is flanked by ari inaccessible peak two t l~ousa~id  feet 
Iiiglier; and tliougll the entrance to the pass is by a very gradual ascent, it beconies 
exceedingly abrupt and dif ic~i l t  of access when approacl~i~ig its greatest altit~itle. 111 
descending, the n a t : ~ e s  wrap a blanket tightly round them, and slide down i!i u. sitting 
posture thirty or,forty feet a t  a tinie ; and some English gentlenien, iniproving 011 this 
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p!an, seat then~selves in a large, shallow, circular, brass basin, called o c l ~ i l l u ~ ~ ~ c l ~ e e ,  the 
comnlon apparatus for wasl~i~lg  the hands in India; and thus, protected from too rough 
e~~counters wit11 the ruggtd sides of the steep, glide down the mow wit11 iridescribablr 
rapidity. 

The Bruang pass is 16,296 feet in height, the ascent frightfully bteep, and, in conse- 
quence of tlle rarefied nature of the air, it is imposvible to proceed many yards 1% itl~out 
pausing to draw breath. T l ~ e  snow in the month of Septen~ber is in marly places a foot 
in depth, and the torre~its rusliing into the river Paber froni the mountai11's side are full 
of icicles, clinging to the frost-bound stones. In nearing t l ~ e  crest, very few personb are 
unassailcd by a sellsation of qualmishness, accompanied by great weakness aud dizziness 
in the head. At the sunnuit, 111e sbmhr, or icy wind, blows furiously; arid t l ~ e  pass, 
shut in by precipitous wallg, affords the most dreary prospect imaginable- The descent 
being abrupt, and leacling dowu icy 1)recipices stretching for a quarter of a mile, is very 
distressing, and must Le blipped and slid, fern places admitting of a walk-baggage, 
every thing, in fact, being usually rolled down to the bottom. The Hungrung pass, 
14,800, is less clitficult, and there are not so niany co~~~p la in t s  froru those who cross it, of 
the raretication of tllc air. In the inorith of August, a pool a few yards in length, up011 
the summit, on the northern sicle, was fi-o~en hard, and the adjacent dells exhibited con- 
siderable quantities of snow. The clinlate, of course, difers xery greatly at different 
periods of the )ear, and in different parts of t l ~ e  n~ountains, and, according to their several 
a s~ec t s ,  vegetation is found higher or lower, sonle of the elevations having, in conse- 
quence of their Illore genial situation, trees a thousand feet above those which arc to be 
found elsewhere. The extreme height of cr~ltivation on the soutl~ern slope of the Snowy 
Range, is 10,000 feet, and it is frequently necessary, at this altitude, to cut t l ~ e  crop6: 
before tlicy are ripe. The habitations of men are not carried above 9,500 feet, and at 
11,800 the forest ceases ; bushes are found a t  the lleight of 11,400 feet, and in rav;nrs 
and sheltered spots, dnarf birch and buslies creep up to 13,000 feet. On the nor t l ie r~~ 
side, in the valley of tlie Baspa river, we meet with villages a t  11,400 feet, and cultira- 
tion at the sanre I~eigllt, 11 llile the finest s tretche~ to 13,000 feet. Adxancing farther, 
villages are found at the sallle I~eig l~t ,  cultivation 400 fect higher, fine birch trees a t  
14,000 feet, an11 furze bushes, aEordi11g excellent fuel, at 17,000 feet above the level of 
the sea. Farther eastward, towartls lake Ranasa Rovaro, we are assured, upon the 
authority of the Tartars, that vegetation reaches a  nut-11 higher elevation. In the exterior 
chain to the south, \vl~ere the heat is only reflected from one side, there is much less 
warmth than in the interior clt~ste~., \rI~ere it is given out on all sicles. 

We may vainly seek tl~roughout the Ilistory of the world, for any t l~ ing approaching to a 
parallel \\it11 the British occi~patio~l of India: a doillinion so extraordinary, that but for 
the stuL11or11 nstr~re of facts, nre might almost be justified in deeming it incredible. At 
the l ~ c g i n n i ~ ~ g  of the presc I I ~  century, the existence of the Hiinalaya was very imper- 
fectly known; and at a still later period, its gigantic ranges of mountains mere su1)posed 
to be inferior to those of the Andes, while so rapidly has our acquaintance with this 
il~teresting region been extended, that in the course of the last fifteen years their altitudes 
Ilai e hwn illeasured, and every approachable recess explored. 
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(ireat U ~ i t t l i ~ ~  owes its territories ill the Ilinla!a)a LO the sunle cauw whir:L IIW 
it t lo~uil~ion over the rest of Intlia-the ag~ressionu of native states -inst each otv cr 
'rile Nel)aul llills were tenanted by a nlnrtial race, who, better acquainted with the ar t  of 
war than the nletllod of il~lproving the agricultural condition of their countrp, sougltt to  

enricli tl1emse1vt.u l ~ y  f'oreig~l conqurAsts, and turned their arms a p i n s t  districts inhabited 
I J ~  a tilllid people, wl~o,  livir~g iu sn~a l l  communities, isolated from each other, proved rn 

easy co ~queal.  Tlie Cilioorkas, untler an enterprising chieftain, Atnmerr Sirlglt Tlrel)pn, 
~osscssed tl~el~lselves of very considerable tracts of country between the Ganges arltl 1111: 
Sut1t.j ; the p r i ~ ~ c e s  of all the intertllediate petty statea, jealoud of each otller, nnd wcus- 
tollled to co~rtirlual aggressions, otnitti~lg to make corunlun cause a p i n s t  the invaders, 
and a l l o w i ~ ~ g  themselves, notwithstanding the great rlntural strength of the country, to IJC 
beaten at  every point. Several of the so\.erpigus, thus driven out, sought refuge in the 
British territories : and we were made aware, by other circunlstances, of the state of 
affairs in the hills ; for the invaders, growing bold by success, attacked our out-posts, 
and seemed i n c l i ~ ~ e d  to extend their conquests to our possessions i r ~  the plains. 111 our 
first attempts to repel the intruding Ghoorkas, we probably underrated their strength 
and talents, for tllc troops sent against them proved unequal to the contcst, and the 
attacks upon the Ilill-fortre~ses were attended by very unlooked-for results. I t  became, 
therefore, necessary to undertake the war in earnest; and in 1815 Sir David Oclrterlo~~y, 
an experienced and able officer, assumed the command ; and after a series of brilliant 
exploits, which added to his other titles of honour, that o f "  the Hero of Malown," com- 
pelled Ammeer Singh to capitulate, and accede to the terms proposed by the victorious 
party. By a subsequent treaty, the peace of the hill districts as establisl~ed, the 
Glioorkas abandoned the whole of the territory west of the Kelee, wllicll, with some few 
exceptions, a portion of Kumaon, the D e j ~ a h  Dhoon, kc., was restored to the represen- 
tatives of those families who had possessed it before the Ghoorka invasion. Some of the 
families of the original rulers, however, had become extinct, and the lands were in 
consequence bestowed upon chieftains who had co-operated bravely with their British 
allies in the recovery of the country. 

The Ghoorkas, unacquainted with the true ar t  of government, made a very unge- 
nerous use of the power gained by their conquests, levying the most cruel taxations 
on a n  impoverished people, and selling whole tribes into slavery. The result of this 
barbarous policy was such as might be expected : the oppressed n~oitntaineers eagerly 
desired to place tllemselves under British protection ; and, as far as their lilnited lneans 
extended, and their unwarlike disposition would permit, aided the attetnpts made to drive 
the Ghoorkas out of the country. The invaders, thougl~ greatly superior in intelligence, 
and in moral as well as physical qualities, were not sufficiently advanced in poiut of civi- 
lization to be other than a frightful scourge to the conquered country; and, degraded as 
the mountain tribes must a t  this period be considered, their condition would have beer1 
still more deplorable under the continued rule of a people w l ~ o  treated tlleul with the 
u tn~os l  barbarity. The B1.itis11 government pilrsued a very hunlane policy towards t l~ose 
Gl loo~~kas  who were either unwilling or unable to return to their own country. They 
were invited to take service under the conquerors, and were eulbodied in sevc,ral hatta- 
lions engaged to occupy stations in the Ilill districts, and to mainti~iil the q11irt11de of the 
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ROCKS AT COLGONG ON T H E  GANGES. 

T H I ~  beautiful cluster of rocks occurs a t  about a day's sail below Janghera, on the river 
Ganges, amid exceedingly picturesque scenery of the loveliest kind, yet ~ a r i e d  in cha- 
racter. I n  the rainy seasoli the river runs roaring through these rocks with fearful 
tl~rbulence, spreading its broad waters like an ocean, the projecting points of Colgong 
and Patergotla forming an extensive and beautiful bay, surrourided Gy an a~npllitlieatre 
of hills, from which it  is difficult to fancy that a river has supl)lied the floods that reach 
from shore to shore. 

These rocks are esteemed holy by Hindoo devotees, and have been sculptured in many 
places with the effigies of their gods; a variety of wild garlands, the luxrlriant creepers 
of the soil, fling down their rich wreaths over the rugged masses of these crags, and 
tangled slirubs spriug wherever a shallow bed of earth permits them to take root. In 
fact, the luxury of foliage cannot be seen to greater perfection than from the rocky islets 
of Colgong, which overlook the  lovely woods spreading in all directions on the opposite 
shore ; while beyond, the Rajmhal hills gleam with the purple glory of the amethyst. 

These lovely crags are the haunt of numerous birds; pigeons nestle in the trees, and, 
a t  the slightest alarm, myriads of small water-fowl rush out in snowy flocks, adding, by 
their hurried flight, to the animation of the scene ; while the numerous flotillas of native 
craft, of strange but highly picturesque construction, serve also to heighten the beauty 
of a landscape, which, in despite of their superior utility, we must regret should ever be 
disturbed by the smoke and paddles of steam-vessels. 

Colgong forms the occasional habitation of a fakcer, but does not appear to be the 
settled residence of any recluse of great celebrity. There are no regular temples, 
although a rude shrine has been shaped out of oue of the largest blocks of granite 
which crown the summit of the rock to the westward of the group. There are also 
caverns in these islands, and it  is seldom that either a living or dead specimen of 
the religious mendicants, who are established in sllcl~ places over the whole of India, 
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is not to be foulld 11e1.c. A na~~ic less  tomb occurs upon the summit, that 

of a Mohalumedan saint, for tlie Hindoos do not usually bury tlieir dead. Tllia 
personage, whoever he ]]lay be, having received his apotheosis, would be eqtially vene- 
rated by the professors of both religions. Tlie Molia~nrriedaris of India, aritl especially 

of Ben$, forgetful that their creed assures them that there is but otie God, have 110 

objection to \vorsliip a t  the shrine of some l~o ly  person deified in the iniaginatio~is of his 
rotaries; while the Hil~doos are of so idolatrous a nature, that tliey \\,ill not pass ally 
altar without dropping a Hower upon it  by way of offering. The revereuce for the dead, 
lvllich is a distil~guishiug trait  of the natives of India, is strongly inal~iftsted in tlie lonely 
tombs which occupy great numbers of the heights in the vicinity of Rajn~hal .  IYherever 
the traveller comes upon olie of those mausoleums, howcver lleglccted and apparently 
deserted the place ~ n s y  be, he is certain to find t!~e traces of pious care fi-om l i~i~i lal i  hands. 
TIle I)i*ecincts of the tonlb may, l)e~-liul~s, be the haunt of a soliti~ry jackal,  o r  other beast 
of prey, too little accustomed to man's it~trusioii to be alarmed a t  l ~ i s  approacll ; and yct 
eve11 when it  would seen1 that the prowling savage was sole tenant of tlie wild, the nea-ly- 
slvept pavement, strewed with fresli flowers, she\vs that sollle li~111li~11 being Ilas recently 

a daily task. Frequently it  is itnpossible to  guess wlio lias been a t  tlie paiiis 
to keep the shrine free from tlie pollutioiis of bats and birds ; but  occasionally, scarcely 
nlore human in liis outward form than the savage denizens of tliese deep solitiides, the 
attendant fakeer will appear upon the scene, his long, matted locks, and the distinguis!:- 
ing marks of his caste and calling, chalk aiid dirt, forming his sole attire. Money would 
appear to be perfectly superfluous to personages so independent in the way of clothing, 
lodging, and, in all probability, food ; but though in some cases it  is not solicited, it  is 
generally acceptable, and the offered rupee disappears in a marvellous manner, since, 
there being no garments, there can be no pockets. 

All the mooring-places within a day's sail of Colgong, a re  distinguished for tlieir 
surpassing beauty ; and indeed the whole voyage clown to Calcutta conducts the t,ravellri. 
through scenes of the softest enchantment. Rajmlial, in particular, excites the attentioil 
of all who have any taste for picturesclue scenery, the ruins of its once splenditl palaces 
now adding a melancl~oly interest to the landscape. The origin of this royal city, 
stretching into remote antiquity, is lost in the o b s c l ~ r i t ~  \rhicli hangs over the early 
history of the Hindoo dynasties of India, but retainiri:: its dignity and in~pot.tance after tlrc 
Rloliammedan conquests, i t  remained the capital of Bengal during a splendid succession 
of princes, who embellislied it  with tlie tasteful architecture for w h i c l ~  they were famed. 
The stone principally found in these interesting remains is a red granite, and its colour, 
decayed by age, harmonises well with the licl~eus and weeds whic l~  h a r e  flung themselves 
over every " coigne of vantage," and the trees that  now spread their umbrageous foliage 
over quadrangle and court. Occasionally we find a ~n ix ture  of marble, the favouritc 
nlaterial of tlie luxurious Moguls, and brought into fasliion about tlie reign of Acbar. 
A hall of noble dimensions, erected by the sultan Shujah, the unfortunate brother 
of Aurungzebe, lined tllroughout with marble, a product rare in  Berigal, has been 
a d v a n t d g e o ~ ~ s l ~ ,  though not very happily, employed as a receptacle for coals, for t l ~ e  
srlpply of the steamers which are now common .upon tlie Ganges:-" to what base uses 

lnay we c o n ~ e  at  last !" This hall, otie of tlie few remaining eviclences to attest tlie 
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grandeur of tlie kings aud princes wlro reigued and rc.vrlld in Rajn~llal, in vimited by 
every European traveller voyaging on tlie Gauges, lilur~y tilldirlg a prnsive p l w u r e  in  
lnusirig over those vicissitudes of' fortune u l ~ i r l i  have reared the red-crow banner of 
s t .  George over the pdllt-n glories of the crescent. While some persons consider tile 
c.onr.ernio~~ of the nlarl~le llall into a depbt fur coals a sl~ocking desecration, others 
nre of opiniol~ that the element of' this new p o w t ~ ,  wllicll is c l ~ a r ~ ~ i n g  all the moral, 
political, and plrysical relalions in tlle world, aud in working a re\ olutiou more stulen- 
dons ant1 radiral t l ~ a r ~  ally r l~at  I~i*tor records, is well lod:.ed in a lvalace. The Iiall, 
once filled with courtiers blazing i r ~  Y ianiollds, now containw tl~t. true dialnond ; wliilr 
the einblem of that as ton ish i~~g  pourer, whose gigantic resourcra it is in~possible to 
calculate, lying a t  ancllor under the buttressen of the ancient ton-era of Rnjrullal, ill tlre 
shape of a steam-vessel, can fcarcely fail to fill the conteluplatire ruilld with gorgeoua 
visions of the future. 

A voyage on the Ganges, interesting even when made uuder a11 the disadvantages 
attending the slow and clunlsy craft in which travellers ascending tlie stream were, when 
tlie wind was against them, towed by the crew, perhaps a t  tlre rate of five or s i r  miles 
per day, is now pel-fornred in the niost delightful lnan~ler  posslble in  the government iron 
steamers. The arrangement of these conll~iodious vessels is very judicious and conve- 
nient. The cuddy, a clleerf'ul apartment, with a sky-light above, and four large windows 
on either side, stands stlirvart-ship, about the centre of the vessel, wit11 eight cabius 
abaft, and six before i t ;  a narrow passage runs betwceu each range of cabins, and 
terminates in the cuddy, wllich thus enjoyb the lnost un~ple rentilation. T l ~ e  vessel, 
which is in technical language denon~inated a flat, is towed I,!. a steanirr, nlso of iron ; 
and in consequence of the difficulties which at  present attrntl the navigation of a river 
beset with shifting sand-banks, the wllole concern is brouglit to itricl~or a t  sunset every 
evening, the commandant not being allowed to put tlie steam up until sunrise the fol- 
lowing morning. As Government despatches treasure by these boats, they are clccom- 
panied by a guard of soldiers who live and mess in the steamer, but a t  eight belle post a 
sentinel on the flat; thus enabling the passengers to throw open their windows at  night 
with the strongest feelings of security-feelings which they wol~ld not otherwise enjoy, 
tlie thieves of India being exceedingly expert, and freqilently committing great depre- 
dations on the river, by means of the small boats, in which they glide noiselessly to 
any unguarded vessel, which they speedily strip of every thing valuable. 

Native pilots are stationed along tlie river, who are taken on board at  different 
points; they receive eighteen rupees (thirty-six shillings) a month, for wl~icll they 
have to provide a sillall dingee (wherry) and crew, to sound all tlie depths and shoals of 
the river. These men are a t  the present period exceedingly useful in pointing out the 
hidden sand-banks which lie perdu at  every angle of the stream, and in time, under tlie 
discipline of a good system, may be made invaluable. The roof or deck of tlie flat 
is covered with an awlling, and affords a delightful promenade during those periods of 
the twenty-four hours, and that season of the year, in which Anglo-Indians may venture 
to emerge into open air. The eve of the cold weatliel- is certainly tlie best time for river 
travelling, since, while enjoying agentle and balmy breeze, the voyager can, without the 
slightest personal inconvenience, look out upon the rapid succession of villages, groves. 

D 
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and trees, temples, towere, and widely-spread ghauta, which form the beautiful pano- 
rama through which lie is gliding. As yet the novelty of this extraordinary uiethod 
of navigating the Ganges has not worn off' in the eyes of tlie native population on its 
banks ; crowds are drawn up to survey tlie ~liarvellous spectacle, and every enil)loyment 
is suspended while the fire-ship shoots rapidly along. 

JANGHERA,  O R  THE FAKEER'S R O C K  O N  T H E  GAR'GEE. 

Tlie river Ganges, in its progress tllrougll the plains, waters nlany spots of remark- 
able beauly, but in the whole course of its brilliant career it can scarcely boast a niore 
splc~idid landscape than that in whiclr t l ~ e  rocks of Jangllera form so p r o n l i ~ ~ e n l  a 
feature. Standing boldly ont in the stream, near a place called Sultangunge, in the 
provilice of Be l~ar ,  this picturesque pile forms a grand and beautiful object; i t  consists of 
several niasses of grey granite heaped one upon the other in a very picturesque nianner, 
and forming ledges and terraces \vl~ich are the sites of several small temples. In  somc 
places a crevice in the rock has aff'orded room for the roots of a magnificent tree to  
expand, and to crown with bright foliage tlie ronlantic Iieigl~t. 

Jangliera is supposed, in forliier times, to have been unitecl by an isthmus to the 
shore; but tlie rapid river continually rolling down, has worn a passage for itself 
between, and the rock is now completely isolated. This place has been considered, 
during many ages, to be pa~*t icu la~~ly  Iloly; arid, accordingly, from tinie immemorial 
fakeers have established themselves upon it, deriving a considerable revenue from tlie 
donations of the pious voyagers of the river. A ghaut or landing-place has been con- 
structed a t  tlie back of this rock, and rude stairs conduct the p i l g ~ - i n ~ s  who are desirous 
to perform their orisons a t  the hallolved shrine, to the pagoda a t  the s u n ~ m i t  dedicated 
to Naryan, who figures as the principal deity of the place. There is an idol of him in 
the temple that cro\vl~s tllis beautiful pile, ancl his ii l~age, together with those of Vishnu, 
Sceva, and others, is c a r ~ e d  ill differelit parts of t l ~ e  rock. 

'l'lle leading falreer preserves a dignified seclusion, ant1 is to be seen as silent ant1 as  
n~otionless as tlie idol l i i i~~self ,  seated on a tiger skin, and unencunibered wit11 any cover- 
ing except the chalk and ashes with which Ile is l~lentifully dedaubed : he has, how- 
ever, more active followers in his train, who are a t  the trouble of collectilig the tribute - 

w l ~ i c l ~  he endeavours to exact fi-on~ all the passers-by, wllatever their religious pc~~suasioll 
niay be. These fello\vs pus11 out from tlie roclc wllenever the state of the water will 
perinit, and follow the voyagers with their i~uportunities. But  w l ~ e n  the river is full, 
and tlle currcnt, strengthened by the inelting of tlie snow, coliles down in one sweeping 
flood, there is no loiteril~g under the rock of Jangliera, and a vessel sailing up with a 
strong mincl, against this tide, makes rather a perilous n a ~ i g a t i o n  as it  stems the rapid 
waters. 111 going down tllc Ganges a t  such a periocl, me pass the rock like an arrow 
shot fro111 a I~on,,  only catching a transient glance of its picturesque beauty ; but  w h e ~ l  
the river is low, and the c ~ w r e ~ ~ t  flows gently, me niay panse to view it a t  our leisure, 
many persous landing to pay a visit to the grim occupaut of the pagoda. 





~ a n ~ h e r a  stands at the very portal of Bengal, a district differing very widely from the 
high table-land of Hindostan proper. We leave the arid plains and bare cliffs-which, 
except during the season of the rains, give so dreary an aspect to tile upper pro- 
vinces-for fields of never-failing verdure. The damp climate of Bengal maintains vege- 
tation in all its brilliance throughout the year, the period of the rains being only marked 
by a, coarser and ranker luxuriance, proceeding from a redundance of plants, which 

actually appear to culllber and choke up the soil. Janghera, thus happily placed 
between the rugged scenery of the upper provinces, and the smiling landscapes of 
Bengal, ~ a r t a k e s  of the nature of both : the Ganges spreads itself like a sea at the foot 
of the rock, which on the land-side overlooks a wide expanse of fertile country, having 
for a back-ground the low ranges of hills which separate Behar from Bengal. These 
hills, though rendered exceedingly interesting by their breaking the monotony of the 
rast extent of plain which spreads itself on either side, have not until very lately 
attracted much attention from the European residents of India. Circumstances, how- 
ever, have led to the development of resources which may open a new era in their 
history. Veins of coal hare been discovered, a circumstance of great importance since 
the introduction of steam narigation upon the Ganges. At present the exceeding 
unhealthiness of the climate of these fastnesses, for such the hilly districts i11 this neigh- 
bourhood may be deemed, proves a great barrier to research. Cutting roads through 
them, and the attempt to bring them into cultivation, we may hope, will lead to irnprove- 
rnents which will enable the scientific traveller to penetrate their recesses, and pursue in 
their own haunts his studies of the animal creation, hitherto existing in profound soli- 
tudes trodden by the foot of man. The ornithologist has found a considerable 
accession to the catalogue of birds : a splendid animal of the bovine genus, the gaour, 
feeds in the valleys, and the hippopotamus is supposed to inhabit the lonely rivers of 
Gundmana; the gaour differing considerably from the bison, or any other known spe- 
cimen of the class, is altogether new in the records of zoology, and prevailing opinion 
confines the hippopotamus to Africa; it is therefore a matter of some importance to 
establish the existence of the one, and to render the other useful in a domestic 
capacity. Specinlens of the gaour have found their way to the general mart in India, 
the fair at  Hurdwar, but the attempts hitherto made to tame this fine animal have 

unsuccessful : those individuals that have been exhibited measured upwards of 
sixteen hands in 1ieight. The gaour somewhat resembles the buffalo in form, but has a 

nluch finer coat ; it is distinguished by an excrescence running down the back, which by 
casual observers has been mistaken for the hump found in the common Indian bullock; 
and its appearance is so rare as to excite great curiosity among the native community, 
who eagerly to gaze upon it when taking its place among the curiosities of 

11 urcl war. 
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S U W A R R E E  OF SEIKS,  A N D  V I E W  NEAR T I I E  S U T L E J  R I V E R .  

A native Suwarree, o r  train of a great personage, ill India always forms a pic.turesciue 
alld splendid pageant, but in tlie present dwindled state of Asiatic pride, I I O I I ~  ca11 stand 
a conl~arison with that of Runjeet Singh. I n  addition to all tlie glittering gronl)s \v l~ ic l~  
the king of Oude can bring in support of llis dignity, the chief of I,al~ol-e displays a 
martial host of followers, w11o have added niany broad'larlds to  l ~ i s  dol~linions, and ren- 
dered numerous warlike tribes tributary to the state. 

Runjeet Singh, in tlie centre of a brilliant cavalcade, coniposed of superb-looking 
men, mounted upon stately elepliants or gallant steeds, aud shining in all the panoply of 
polished weapons, jewels, and gold, realizes the beau-ideal wliicli the niost vivid imagi- 
11ation can have fornled of tlie gorgeous splendours of an Asiatic prince. The scene 
represented in the accoinpanying Plate was sketcl~ed upon the river Sutlej, near a for- 
tified Seik town, comrnandi~ig a view of the snowy peaks of the Himalaya niountn;ns, a t  
the distaucr of a hulidred and twenty miles. 

Runjeet S ing l~ ,  like other native potentates, when appearing in public, is atter~decl 
by hawk and Iiound, his falconers bearing the regal birds upon their wrists, ar~cl a pack 
of dogs being led before him : his e l e p l ~ a ~ ~ t s ,  camels, and horses are of the finest breed, 
and amongst the latter, he is particularly pleased with a specimen presented by Lord 
William Bentinck-a noble, though what is esteenled in llis native l a ~ l d  a c lun~sy  animal, 
employed only as a beast of draught ill the great brewi~lg establisliments in England, but 
which has sometinies the 1101iour of carrying the maha-rajah himself, and has l~acl the 
title of Iiatliee-sa-gliora bestowed upon it, (elephant-horse.) Runjeet Singli liiniself is a 
slim, active personage, and would probably Lave even been considered Ilandsome, but for 
tlie ravages of the sniall-pox, which lias deprived him of the sight of one eye. He dresses 
richly, and is upon state occasions clistiliguished for a remarkably fine diamond, called 
the kohi jtoor, or hill of light, wliicli is said to  be unique, ancl to exceed in size and 
splendour any specinlens of the gem known in Europe. The manner in \vl~icli the 
maha-rajah is stated to have possessed l~inlself of this jewel is not greatly to his credit. 

In  September, 1612, tlie queens of Shah Suja l~ ,  and Zeman Shah, of Cabul, took 
refuge from the troubles of their country, and were received in Lahore with every 
demonstration of respect. Sujah, the deposed king, having been made prisoner by 
treachery, was conveyed by the governor of Attock to his brother, who a t  this period 
ruled over Casl~mere. Two g r a d  objects of the Seik's all~bition and avarice, the pos- 
session of tlie celebrated valley, and of the hill of light, appearing now to be brought by 
fo~*tuitous ci~.cumstances within his grasp, he  determined, if possible, to make the attain- 
ment of tlie one, a pretence for the concession of the other. W i t h  this view he  gave the 
queen to understand, that lie was resolved to espouse the cause of her  husband in the 
most chivalrous manner ; to liberate lliln from his confinement, and bestow upon him 
tlie fort of Rotas, together with a sufficient territory for the maintenance of l ~ i s  dignity. 
'rLe afflicted lady, overjoyed and gratified, expressed a deep appreciation of the intended 





liintlnc~ss, ant1 it was tl~err dt~licately I~inted, that, in order to stinrulate her friend to the 
enterprise, it \vould be utlvisable to pretient 11i1n wit11 tlre kohi noor, a genl wlrich he 
was very a n x i o ~ ~ s  lo poscless. 'rhe queen, who was no bad diplomatist, declared herself 
quite rcrtain tlrat the nlorne~rt her husband f o u ~ ~ t l  lrinlself a t  liberty, he wo111tl be but too 
Iralq~y to gratilj. t l ~ c  \ririlrc.r of the i~rvalual~le friend wlro Irad started up in his distress, 
11ut tlrtt~ at  present the d i a ~ r ~ o ~ ~ d  was in pawn at Candahar, for two lacs of rupees. 
R n ~ ~ j ( ~ c t  Sirrgll believed as n~uclr of tlre rcl)rcse~~tetion as Ire pleased ; but having shewn 
11;s desire to obtain the d i a m o ~ ~ d ,  it mas lrecessary to prevent it fro111 being tlespatched to 
a pltrcc of serurity ; anti, t l ~ ~ r r f o r e ,  c~ntil.ely losing sight of the chivalric character which 
he 11ad lately assumc~d, 11e threw tlie confidential crervants of' the u~rfortunate 1)rincesnes 
into close confinement, and surrounded tlrei~. a l~ode wit11 bentint*ls, who had strict 
orders to search every pc.rson n h o  hl~onld at ten~pt  to pass. This rrleawre not lraving the 
desired effect, he determined to resort to one still more disgraceful, and deprived the 
ladies and their l~ousehold of all .rupl)lies, either of food or water, for two days. These 
Ileroic \rronlelr st111 holding oat,  t l ~ e  Seik war asha~ned of continuing a system likely to 
end in the death of the 1)arties w l ~ o  had claimed his l~ospitality, and was fain to br 
corltent \\,it11 a pro~nise of tlre jcwel, to be ~.edeemed wl~en  the i~npriso :cd monarch 
should be put in possession of Rotas. Runjeet Singli I I O ~  set seriously to work, and 
having entcrcd into an alliilnce $5 it11 tlle ruler of ~~ffghaniutan, they agreed to send 
a large force into Caslrmere, wlricll had rebelled, to subdue the country, and to obtitin 
the person of S h a l ~  Sujali. 

The expedition was successfi~l, but it cost R u ~ ~ j e e t  rat l~cr  dearly, Inany Seiks perishing 
in the snow; and his ally, F ~ ~ t t y  Khan, deriving the greater share of the benefit. This 
chieftain installed his I~ro l l~er  in t l ~ e  g o v e r ~ ~ ~ n e n t  of the valley, and the Seiks were for 
the present obliged to remain content wit11 the cu~tocly of the ~eoyal captive, who was 
conveyed to his family at  Lahore. The success of the cxpetlition fu~.nisl~ed a fair pretext 
for the renewal of tlie inhospitable denland for the great tlinmond ; and the king vainly 
endeavoured to evade the sacrifice, by professing his \\,illingness to fulfil the proniiss 
given by his wife, when tlre restoration of the territory should enable him to redeer11 the 
precious kolli noor nom in pledge for two lacs. Ronjc~et S i ~ ~ g h  was not so easily cajoled ; 
he t11erefo1-e proceeded to exlrem~ties, imprisoned his unhappy guests, threatened them 
with perpetual incarceration, and kept them without food for several days. Percei\ring 
resistance to be useless, Shah Sujalr a t  last canre to terms, stipulating for a sum of money 
and a month's tinre, to recover the diamond, and pay off tlie loan upon it ; but this 
attempt to gain something in exchange was not successful. Runjeet Singh, too \\ary to 
be out\vitted, and well knowing horn easily Ire could repossess hiuiself of nioney adva~lced 
to a prisoner, produced the two lacs without hesitation, and a day mas appoi~~ted  for the 
surrender of the coreted jewel. 

Sllah Sujalr, the representative of a race of kings, sat in dignified silence opposite to 
tlie mean-spirited oppressor, whose family, raised to power by a freak of fortune, coultl 
only trace tlreir descent from thieves. I t  is said, that for a whole hour the exiled nronarch 
g a ~ e d  in~pressively upon the robber chief witliout speaking, and that Runjeet Singh, 
wlrom tliis mute elorjuence failed to move, desired somebody acquainted with the Persian 
language to remi~ld his niajesty of the purpose for whic1l thcy had met. The sllah, 
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without opening his lips, spoke with his eyes" to  an attendant, who, retiring, returned 
with a small parcel, wliicll he placed between the great men. The  e~lvelopes were 

speedily removed, and the jewellers, who were stationed behind, r e c o g n i s i ~ l ~  the diamond, 
their master, that it  was the veritable kol~i  noor. 

Nothing now remained but the repossession of the two lacs; whic l~  was speedily 
accomplished. Runjeet despatched a picked body of his satellites to the residence of his 

unfortunate guests, with orders to bring away, wit l~out  any reservation, the liioney and 
jewels belonging to the party. These commands were literally obeyed;  lot only every 
ornament being taken, but rich dresses also, together with the swords, sl~ields, and 
n~atchlocks, which were mountetl in gold 01- silver. The malia- raja11 appropriated 
every thing wliich he thought worthy of retention to his own use, sending back those 
articles which 11e considered to be of little or no v a l ~ ~ e ,  observing to his courtiers, that it 
was useless to get a bad name for such rubbisl~. N o t l ~ i r ~ g  Inore being procur;ll)le, and 
some feeling of policy or  remorse preventing him ti-0111 taking tlie lives of tliose whom 
he had so sharuefully pillaged, Runjeet Sing11 allowed tllr females to escape to Loodianah, 
where they were some tirile afterwards rejoined by their husbands, ou whom the Britisli 
government settled 50,000 rupees, (five thousand pounds a year,) which they continue to 
enjoy. The Mogul and Afghan horse-dealers, who fi.eque11.t the fair a t  IIurdwar, (if their 
reports may be relied upon,) wonld give us reason to believe that  the situation of the 
ex-king of Cabool excites great interest and compassion, and that the tributaries of 
Runjeet Singh would be delighted, were the Britisli to restore Shah Sujah to tlie throne. 
These men seem to be much puzzled to gucss tlie reason that the English do not invade 
the maha-rajah's territories; they abhor the Seilcs, because they are gradually seizing the 
Affghan dependencies, and they fancy that  the Laliore chieftain pays six cowries in the 
rupee to the Company, for permission to hold the countries he has conquered, and to 
receive their revenues, our non-interference system being otlierwise unaccountable. 

Ruujeet Singli, though owing the greater portion of his acquisitions to craft of the 
lowest kind, and of t l ~ c  most unjustifiable nature, is possessed of talents of no common 
order, ~ r l ~ i c l ~ ,  if properly cultivated, would have secured for liim an ascendancy basecl 
upon a lnore honourable foundation ; but  with too many of the vices of the Asiatic cha- 
racter, 11e has also a very large proportion of those ridiculous notions wl~ ich  are  obsolete 
in countries illuminated b j  tlie light of science. The Seik ruler is a great believer in 
omens, and not only consults the stars, but  also the cliirpings of birds, previous to any 
measure of importance. H e  has lately suffered from ill health, but the remedies pre- 
v r ibed  by European physicians have been neglected, for the advice of sootl~sayers. 
These personages took upon themselves to  discover the cause of the n~alacly of the 
sovereign, which some old beggar-noman llad naturally enough attributed to  the 
oppresbion of his people. Upon consulting the stars, they found Saturn in the 
ascendant, a planet which, according to general belief, al~vnys exerts a baleful influ- 
ence. There was 110 difticulty no\\, in  tracing the liver complaint ant1 dyserltery of the 
lion of the Punjab, to its true source : but what way to be clone ill such an emergence! 
the dislodgmcr~t of a planet fro111 the sky being beyond t l ~ e  power of tlie ~nalln-rajah, 

great as lie untloobtedly is. Nevertl~eless, i t  was necessary to hit  upon sonic nlethod to 
~ e t  rid of the malignant intluence, and it was determined to transport the planet in 
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effigy out of the Seik dominions into the British territory, in the expectation, that on ite 
arrival on the coast, the Governor-General would evince llis friendship by transporting 

Saturn beyond the kalapance, or salt ocean. The credit of this ingenious device is due 
to Mudllsoodun Pundit, and other learned men, who, according to t11e statenlent in the 
Lahore ukhbars, recommended his higlrness to cause an effigy of the planet Saturn to 
be made of p l d ,  set with sapl~hires, and to give tbe same, with a black shawl, to a 
brahmin of some other country, who sl~ould be placed in a r a h ,  or car, of a dark colour, 
drawn by buffaloes instead of bullocks, and t ra~~spor ted  along with the image across the 
river, when, with the blessing of Providence, the maha-rajah would speedily recover. 

This notable expedient was instantly adopted, and a golden effigy of the planet 
speedily constructed. When it  was finished, a brahmin of the Chobal class, a native 
of Mutah, was found, to undertake this novel charge, who, after being batlred in oil, and 
his person blackened from head to foot, was clad in sable garments ; when the effigy in 
questio~l,  with a pair of gold bracelets, five hundred rupees in cash, and a black horse, 
with a black saddle, were given, according to the rite called Sung-kluss. After being 
placed in a covered rath, drawn by a pair of buffaloes, the brahmin, accompanied by 
two battalions of soldiers, was ordered to be carried across the river. I t  is needless to 
add, that the instant that Saturn left Lahore, the maha-rajah nearly recovered; the 
farther progress of the  pliinet was not stated, but it  was supposed that his highness 
would be quite well before it  reached Loodianah. 

Runjeet Sing11 entertains crowds of dancing-girls a t  lliv court, and has, in his old 
age, scandalized the more fastidious portion of the community, by raising one of these 
ladies to the throne. The celebrated dancer, Gool-bahar, l~aving f r e q u c ~ r t l ~  attracted 
the attention of her lord, a t  length obtained sufficient influence over him to induce him 
to ~ n a k e  11er his wife. The marriage was solenrnized with all the pomp and spler~dour 
consiste~lt wit11 tlre rank and dignity of the bridegroom, made happy in the possessio~l of 
a beauty, wllose charms are stated to be transcendent. I t  is said that no report can 

possibly exaggerate the attractions of the lady, whose loveliness far surpasses any idea 
that can be formed of it. 

Not content with the usual number of female attendants, Runjeet Singh has u 

band of amazons armed, and equipped as a guard to the Zenana; these women are 
splendidly dressed, and many are said to be very handsome, and great favourites of their 
sovereign. 

ENTRANCE T O  T H E  K E E R E E  PASS, LEADING TO TIIB 
VALLEY OF DEYRAH DIIOON. 

A visit to the IIills, the co~nmon term applied in India to the inferior ranges of the 
Himalaya mountains, forms one of the most agreeable diversities which can occur in the 
lives of tlre Enropean residents of Hindostan. Many are con~pelled to  try the effects 
of a luore byacing clinlate for the recovery of lrealth ; but the love of the picturesque, 
and a desire to seek amusement in change of scene, prove the principal incentives to 
a great nunrbcr of travellers. 



!!( ) \'IEWti I N  INDIA.  

In  a tour of pleasure to the hills, nlacle by a party from whose journals the following 
notes llave beell taken, tile route pl~rsuecl lay t l~rough the district of Sal~arunpore,  it part 
of tile I,rovillce of Delhi, wllicll a t  one period was said to have formed the glU:lllary of 
the upper coulltry. T1iougll I)ortions of the land are still very fertile, its co~~clition a t  the 
1)resent tinle is not so flourishirlg; tlie devastating influence of the G l ~ o o r k a  i r ~ v a s i ~ ) ~ ~ s  
having beell very severely felt. A new era, however, is ope~i ing  for India ; and, as  we 

surveyed the magnificent prospect around us, our hearts warlneil with the hope that the 
lapse of a quarter of a century would add to their sublimity attractions of ano t l~er  k i ~ ~ d -  
tlrose wl~ ich  will arise from the skilful application of science in aid of the natural 
resources of t l ~ c  country. 

T l ~ e  \fiew of tlle Himalaya from a spot in tlie vicinity of Sal~arunpoi-e, is of that  
dreamy, description, wlricll, t h o i ~ g h  fill1 of beauty, presents little that is definite. 
Two inferior belts, divided from each other by deep intersecting vales, appear tier above 
tier, the I ~ y ~ . a n ~ i d a l  snow-capped heights, \vIiich seem to lift t l~e~nse lves  into another 
wo~~l i l ,  crowning the whole with allnost awful majesty. From this site, the moiu~ta ia  
ranges have all  tlie indistinctness which belongs to  the land of faErie, ant1 which, leavilig 
the  imagination to luxuriate in its most Fanciful CI-cations, lends e n c l i a ~ i t m e ~ ~ t  to the scene. 
The pure dazzling whiteness of the regions of eternal snow, give occasionnlly so cloud- 
l ike an appearance to the towering sulrlmits, as to induce the  belief that  they form a part of 
the heaven to which they aspire; while in other states of the atmosphere they stantl out in  
bold relief, either catching the rays of the  sun, and reflecting a golden tint,  or  searing 
their lofty points, white n,ith the unsullied snow of ages, against a darkened sky, shewing 
that  while all else on earth is liable to change, they endure ilnmutable and fbr ever. 

The northern part of the district of Saharunpore lies within the  influence of the hill.., 
and rail1 occasiol~ally falls throughout the year along the  Selvalik range, a t  the  distance 
of a few miles; but  notwithstanding that  i t  is traversed by streams which take  their rise 
from springs in  these hills, i t  suffers from want of water ; and there is every reason to 
believe that Artesian wells n t ig i~ t  be forlned with gre;lt success, and n~uc l?  advantage to 
the district. 

The city of Saharunpore is of very ancient date, but possesses few or no remains 
of interest : a fortress strengthened for the puispose of resisting the incursions of the 
Gl~oorkas,  and a religious institution in the neiglrbourl~ood, being the only places rvol-thy 
of a visit, with the exception of thc botanical garden, which forrns, indeed, its principal 
attraction. T11oug.h not so great a pet of tlie government as the Calcutta establishment, 
the garden a t  Saharunpore is kept  in excellent ordel-, the most being made of the compil- 
ratively small sum allo~ved for its maintenance. Con~nlon report states, that  this useful 
and ornamental work owes its existence to  the fiuiiily of Zahita Khan, a forrner chief; 
but it  rnust have undergone great changes since its early formation, being laid out in 
serpentine walks, which, wit11 their flower-borders, ant1 slir~tba of foreign growth, render 
it  truly English in its aspect. Divested of the formality which characterises native 
l)lantations, the garden a t  Sal~arnnpore may be said to combine all the advantages of a 
higlily en~bel l is l~ed pleasure-ground wit11 the interest of the nursery, and on this account 

to excel niany of tl:e most celebrated specimens of landscape-garclening a t  home. The1.e 
are rides and drives through this l~eautifill enclosure, wl~icli, being secluded, and free fronl 
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dust, b ~ c o m e  the favourite places of rendezvous for the Eampan residents of tile station. 
Anlongst the sl~lendid creepers, d ~ ~ i z e n s  of a tropic cl in~e,  arising in v e d a n t  p m p ,  there 
is a more humble stranger, the ivy, which grows with the utmost loxuriance, lrnd by itr 
aseocintion with home scenes, thc~ ancient village church, and old bsro~lin] hall, awakenR 
a thousand tcvlder  recollection^ in the breast of the traveller : here, too, ia to 11" found the 
violet, betraying itwlf by its delicious odour, a ~ ~ d  bringin:: a,ith it t l~rilling retuemhrances 
of our loved and distant native laud. A ~ i ~ i t l  a large collection of hill trees and 
rvhich shew tlie possibility of i l~uring the llurdy de~iizens of tlie l~ortll to tlie heat of the. 

Indian l~ la i~rs ,  there are ~ p l e r ~ d i d  bpecimens of the tlora of Hindohtan. Tlle plallts 
generally cultivated in the first instance at Mussooree, a etutio~l ill tlle Iiills, und tile e r p -  
I-iinents 111ade a t  Sullarunpore have bee11 confinl~ed at Bareilly, where a fir-tree may be 
seen tliirty feet in I~eigLt, together with the wal~lut,  c l~erry,  barberry, Ilnwthorn, and 
apricot, wl~icli grow witllout rklucl~ cure being taken in tllrir cultivation. Bareilly, how-- 
ever, seems to possess a soil peculiarly Snvourable to foreign products : it is celebrated fur 
the excellence and abundance of its strawb~hrrics, a fruit which, thougL growing freely in 
some parts of India, c a ~ ~ i i o t  always be cultivated wilh success. 

Saliarunpore may be called t!le thresl~old of' the hill districts ; anil, in addition to its 
garden, the scientific traveller f i l~ds o t l ~ e r  objects of interest, soll~e geutlernen-residents 
having opened a rich and inexhaustible mine of fossil remains in the Sewalik liilla This 
range abounds wit11 relics of a former world, and is also said to be farourable to tile 
growth of the tea plant, w l ~ i c l ~  the inhabitants of Sukroudah aftirni, upon traditional 
autliol-ity, to have been brought there in former times by a fnkeer, but subsecluently lost 
in cousequence of neglect. The religious establ is l l~ne~~t  lnentioned as being one of the 
lionr of Saliarunpore, consists of a body of Gosseins, one of the numerous tribes of Hindoo 
clevotees. Tliis class distingoisl~ then~selves by dyeing their hair yellow, and substituting 
oil and asl~c,.; for more decent covering ; they prebent one of those ano~nalies so frequently 
f b ~ ~ n d  aniong the people of India, many of them practising the most frightful austerities, 
for the sake, it  would appear, of worldly wealth ; for tliese deformed, miserable-looking 
~sretclies are said to be rich, and to indulge occasionally in all the luxuries of life. The 
Gosseins of Saliarunpore are great patrons of monkeys--animals which are held ~ a c r e d  a11 
over India, but are in some places peculiar objects of veneration. I t  is said that in one of 
the battles of a favourite god against a powerful enemy, the giant, Humaoon, led an army 
of mollkeys to the assista~ice of the nearly-worsted deity, and thus turued the tide of 
fortune in liis favour-a service for which tliey hare been ever afterwards tolerated, and, 
in many instances, worshipped, by the idolatrous portion of the natives of India. W l ~ e r e  
monkeys reside under the protection of a fraternity like this of Pahar~~npore,  they nre 
subjected to a very necessary degree of control, and learn to conduct then~selves wit11 as 
,much propriety as their natural propensities will admit. There are certain liniits ausigned, 
which tliey are not allowed to pass with impunity, whatever may be the temptatiou to 
commit a trespass. Every day a t  noon, one of tlie Gosseins on whom tliis duty devolves, 
rings a bell, wllicli causes the whole of the monkeys attached to the establisl~me~lt to assenl- 
ble in  front of the temple, where tliey await their diurnal meal with all the gesticulatio~~ 
and grimace which such a ci*omd would naturally exhibit. The ~noment  that the priest, 

bearing a n  earthen pot filled wit11 grain, is descried, the whole party is on the q l t i  nliue, 
P 
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pressing forwards to the utmost limit, and endeavotlrir~g to get before their bretliren, and 
thus secure the greatest share of t l ~ e  provatit. Should ally unlucky wight, in his eager- 
ness to approach tlie tempting vase, overstep the bounds assigned, 11e is beaten and turned 
out. The grain being scattered atnongst the expectant crowd, a general bcranlble tukes 
place ; each strives to fill his pouch at  the expense of his neigllbour, and, while biting, 
scratching, and tearing, is intent up011 the g r a t ~ d  object of the f r a y  Aniid this fiercr 
contention, the grain speedily disappears, tlie largest possible clua~~ti ty  being bagged ill 
the sliortest possible time ; and at  the so~ind of a second bell the ~noiikeya lilake their 
exit. There are, however, festival days, on which, ill addition to  their usual allowance, 
they are regaleti witli fruit ; the \\,hole scene affording much entertainment to the 
by-sta~ders, who, whatever their religious creed may be, are allowed to witness it wit l~out  
scruple. 

On leaving Paharunpore, on our marc11 to the valley of the Dlioort, our road conducted 
us t!~rougli the Keeree Pass ;  and this lovely portal to a new country gave delightful 
promise of the scenery beyond. The distant view which we had caugl~ t  of the true 
IIimalaya, the birt11-place and abode of tlie gods of Iiinclostan, was lost, and the scene 
became one of the softest beauty imaginable, tlie devious valley winding tllrougll rocky 
eminences, and richly clothed wit11 stately trees. At every step of our progress, the 
landscape changed its features, and, tliougli the character renlaincd the same, presented so 
great a variety of fornis, of crag and precipice, wild rock, cleep forest, and smiling valley. 
that we paused continually in deliglitful amazeinent-now ~.ecognising, witli that joy wl~icll 
tlie exile alone can feel, in suddenly encountering some well-known object, points of 
resemblance between our northern homes-and now struck with wonder by some splendid 
production of an Indian soil. Iiere, in all its native luxuriance, may be seen tlie giant 
creeper, which, with justice, is denominated the nlonarcli of its tribe-the scandent 
bauhinia. This enormous parasite winds its snake-like stem, which attains the size, and 
soillewhat resembles tlie body of tlie boa-constrictor, round the  t runk  of tlie forest-trees, 
either mingling its flowers with their foliage, or flinging them from the festoons which it 
forms from branch to brancli as it travels along. T l ~ e  rich scent of these superb blossoms, 
together witli that of the baiibool, fill i l~g the air w ~ t l l  perfume, anti gratifying at  once the 
sight and s~uel l .  

The elevation of these lo\v hills, composing, as it were, tlie outworks of the Himalaya, 
varies from five to nine hundred feet above the plains, and about two thousand five 
llundred above the level of the sea. Geologists describe them as being composed chiefly 
of sandstone of different degrees of destructibility, of indurated clay, and beds of rounded 
pebbles and gravel, circumst:inces wl~icll  cl~aracterise them throughout the range, from 
Hurdwar to its termination. The thick forest and brushwood are full of peacocks, and, 
anlid game of less importance, the tiger is to be found, wllile hares, ancl the black and 
gray partridge, literally swarm in the neigh1~0u1-hood. There are two Iraltil~g-places in 
the Keeree Pass, one the Moliun Cllokee, a t  the entra~ice, anh the Slloupore Choke* 

within the pa4s, wl~icll extends to a lenglli of upwards of six miles. Our party cul~sisted 
of several persons, and we had with us a numerous cortbge, comprisi~lg horses, elel)hantst 

and bullocks, for the conveyance of the baggage ; our encampment, therefore, was 
extensive and picturesqlle, and r:nclered ani~rlated by groups of our ~)col)le assenlbled 





round their fires, the horses and elcl~liants picketed under the trees, with the bullocks 

reposing on the ground. I n  looking out on this scene, we all experienced an exllilaration 
of spirits which the cool and bracing air, and the a~~ticilpation of pleasurc~ still to corne, 

were bo well calculated to produce. I t  is ]rot, however, zit all times and seasons that 
travellers journeying t111.ougll there low passe,, of which there are several, to the Valley 
of' tlie Dhoon, can rejoice in the clilnate ; for a t  sonle periods of the year, few call 
encou~iter tlie malaria, which conics lade11 with jungle fever, with i u ~ p u n i t ~ .  Vegetatio~l, 
in the thickly-wooded regions wliicli f'oriu tlie outer belt of the Hirnalaja, riots in the 
btrengtl~ give11 to it by the exterisive swaulpy places wliicl~ intersect the li~reats, and tlie 
exceeding heat of the bolar rayb. h'urlured in thiJ hot and damp atmospl~ere, the coarser 
weeds and grasses exliale a rank stearn, wlrich impregnates the whole air, warning the 
traveller to pass oliward without delay, and to guard by every llieans in his power against 
the attacks of the insidious enemy. Unfortunately, i t  is a t  the most deleterious season of 
tlie year that the sportsman, in India, is tempted, by the abundance of the nobler kinds 
of game, to try liis fortune in tliese pestiferou> jungles. 'l'lie ardour and excitement of 
the ~ u r b u i t ,  the a c t i ~ e  en~ployruent of ' the mind, for ever upon tlie alert to make tlie most 
of some favourable circumstance, and the unyielding spirit wliicl~ defies all hazards, and 
seelrls to delight in danger, certainly in many instances prove great preservatives. An 
old sportsman, one who has survi\,ed his early training, enduring, without the natural 
consequences of fever and ague, long field-clays against the tiger in the hottest weatlier, 
lnay set all the physical ills wliich flesh is heir to a t  defiance ; but there are many who 
break up in this dangerous attempt, some speedily finding a grave, ahile others return 
home nsitll impaired healtli or ruined constitutions. 'rliree young officers returning fro111 
a tour of in the Iiills, and incautiously exposing tlre~riselves to the ~nalaria of the 
forests, \vliich skirt  their bases, were struclc down witli feler, aud, though living to reach 
a spot where medical aid could be obtained, speedily fell victims to their tenierity. 

There are parts of tliese woody ranges so strongly infected wit11 poisonous exllalatio~~s, 
that a t  tlie worst season they are deserted even by the brute creation; monkeys, tigers, 
every species of quadruped, together with the birds, urged by some instinctive warning. 
quit tlie deadly spot, arid seek a resting-place in distant and more healthful sccnes. 

T H E  GANGES E N T E R I N G  THE PLAINS NEAR HIJRDWAR. 

After journeying for sonie days through an inland country, the sight of a river altvajb 
affords gratification, and a t  all times and seasons European travellers, possessing the 
slightest degree of sensibility, share in tlie entliusiaslll with \vl~ich the natives hail a view 
of the Ganges. At the spot in \r.liicli \Ire now belield it, the sacred river was peculiarly 
interesting: it llad already traversed in its winding course over a hundred and fifty ~niles, 
from its secluded lnoulltai~l Lirtli-place, n ~ r ~ i d  lriiglity labyrinths of roc!.s ; airtl, I ~ O U ,  
having forced a psssage tlirough tlie last barrier, fairly enlerged in a broad clear strear11 
upou tlie plail~s. No longer opposed by difficulties, tlie rage and fury of its rush lia3 
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sribsided, traliquillity cliaracterizilig the torrent wliicli cal i~e foaniiilg and dashing from 
its source, now leaping a precipice, and now wearing away the solid rock ill tlre iinpe- 
tuosity of its progress. 

Reyond tlie point in wlrich the Ganges enters tlie plaills, to its filial j~inct ion witli the 
ocean, a distance of twelve Iiu~idr~ed miles, i t  flows smoothly and placidly along, occa- 
sionally vexed and ruffled by the teulpest, or, a s s u n l i ~ ~ g  un alarming degree of velocity, as  
swelled by the melting of the snows, its strong current Hics wit11 the speed of an arrow. 
Tliere arc, liowevei*, no cataracts in its long descent towards the sea, tlie fall being sorrie- 
what less than a foot a niile, through a channel which varies in width very considerably 
in particular places and a t  particular seasons, until, as tlie niiglity river approaclles the 
ocean, it spreads out i ts  waters afar, pouring then1 forth in a flood ten miles broad. 
The G a n ~ e s  is not fordable below its conflux with the Jun ina ;  but tliougli i t  niay be - 
crossed by men and aiiinials a t  several places previous to  its junction with this nrajestic 
tributary, tlie navigation is never interrupted from tlie spot in which it  runs into the 
plains. Its rise is seldoni above thirty-two feet, and wlien it reaches this lieight, it 
slweatls over the adjacent country like a sea, iuundating the  low lalid, alicl frequently 
tlestroying whole villages, those tliat remain rising like islands in tlie iiiidst of tlie 
flood. 

Tlre road by wl~icli  we travelled was skirted on one side by a precipitous craggy 
range, clothed with lichens arid creepers of various descriptions, and crowned occa- 
sionally with a tree spreading its delicate foliage against the sky, a ladder of bamboo 
liere and there aiding the ascent. Beautiful wild flowers, sollie of them higlily odorous, 
were springing from the clefts, while the bright river wlricli glided beside us bluslied 
witli the pink of the lotus blossoining on the surface. 

Tlie Ganges, a t  this place, abounds with fish of all  kinds ; and, anlongst them, tlie 
king of tlre finny tribes, the noble mahaseer, o r  great-heed, which by many persons is 
esteemed the most delicious fresh-water fish which ever gratified the palate of an 
epicure. I t  rises to the fly, affording excellent sport to  the angler,  sonletimes attaining 
the size of a large cod, and is taken with considerable difficulty, even by those who 
have been accustonlcd to salmon-fishing in the most celebrated rivers of Scotland. The 
maliaseer is sent to table in various ways, Indian cooks being famous for their fish-stews 
and curries ; hut it does not require any adventitious aid froni the culinary art, as it  is 
exquisite when plain-boiled, being, according to the best gastronomic authority, luscious 
but yet unsatiating. In Irrdia, fish can only be eaten in  perfection on the banks of the 
btreani where it is caught;  i t  inust be cooked imniediately upon its capture, for it  will 
no1 I,ears salt, and after boiling can only be kept  for a few hours in a piclcle composed of 
vilicgar, chilies, and green ginger. W i t h  respect to this latter adjunct, those who 
possess any pl~ilantli~-opic feeling will unite in the  hope that  a t  some not very distant 
period tlre root whicli produces i t  inay be made to flourish in European gardens, for 
there can be not'ling tliat enters niore generally into tlle co~riposition of every dish, 
!vlretlrer savoury or  sweet. Tlie warm a]-oinatic flavour differs widely fro111 tlie liars11 
1,iting Ireat of the dried root, while the stewed slices possess a degree of I-ichness and 
delicacy ~ l r i c l i  arc highly agreeable to  tlle taste. This digression ill favour of the 



rnallaseer, and grecn ginger, tliough clraracteristic of Indian travellers, may be cowidared 
by some readerr out of place a t  an approach to one of the most w r t d  opote t l ~ r n ~ ~ h ~ ~ t  
liindostan. 

W e  were journeying to the gate of Huoa, or Vishnu, the niost poljular of the Hindu 
triad : the town of I- iurd~,ar ,  or Hurrudwar, a scene cl~oaen froin tilne imuremorial for 
tlie concburse of pilgrims froill wery  part of tlre Easter11 world. l'o behold the wea 
at  tlie ri~oiiient ill wltich, havitig forced a piaawge tlirougl~ the mountains, it in one 
broatl streani along the plain, scclr~s to tlie exhausted devote(., nlio Ires suffer4 every 
fatigue and privation convequel~t upoti a long illrcl ]~ainl'ul jour~rey, nitled by v e 9  scanty 
nieans, as more than a recompense for all his toils. He gures, eilral)tirr~i,  ou t l ~  Iloly 
river, and, gathering up liia failing strengtli to tlie task. prehuea o ~ ~ a i r r d ,  but to" 11appY 
to yield up life with the first 111ungc of 11is body in the 11alloat.d wave. A LJessed 
immortality is, according to universal belief anlollget the followers of Urahma, ~ecurc~t] 
to the person who thus has ended his career on earth ; and mally, wearied of life, ant] 
anxious to enter scenes of purer enjoyment, will either conluiit suicide, or, if tau fteble 
to pcrfor~n tlie act tlienlselves, prevail up011 tlieir friends to hasten the moment of di+ 
solution, leaving their bodies to float down tlie Ganges, wl~ile their souls are absorbed ill 
the divine essence. 

I t  is a t  this place that persons journeying from a great clista~~cc nre a~ixious to fill 
their jars with water, in order that they may carry a portiot~ of tlrc sncrrd elelllent to 

tlieir homes. Sometimes these water-pots are conveyed in n very pictu~.er;~ue Irlallner, 
being slung upon banlboos restiug up011 the sl~oulders of long tilea of Irit,n, luid gaily 
decorated with flowers and peacocks' feathers. Rich and pious Hindoos, wllo inhabit 
the Deccan and other remote provinces, spend large burns of' money in l ) ro r~~r ing  tlre 
Iioly-water of the Ganges, which is brought to them by H class of I)cl,soila n-llo obtrtit~ 
tlieir liveliliood by tlieir long journeys. They are, however, cotltent to take tlre water 
a t  t l ~ e  nearest point, and, if not Lascly maligned, are said to have little scrrrl~!r about 
s ~ r ~ ~ ~ l y i n g  any deficiencies, occasioned by breakage and leakage on the road, nt tlte tirst 
river or well wliich they pass on their way. Sonic precautions are taken to prevent 
these frauds : in order to prove that the water has in reality been brought from t l l ~  
Ganges, the bearers obtain a certificate to that effect, together wit11 a seal, with wl~icli 
the proper official a t  the place where it is filled, closes tlie vessel. T l ~ e  jars are c~nclosed 
in a frame-work of banlboo sl1111g a t  either end of a pole of tlie salne, ~vlricl IS carried 
acl-oss the shoulder, and is borne in this lnanner many l~untlred ~riilel;. T l ~ e  bearers of 
the Ganges water, though liaving literally nothing to telnpt the p l ~ ~ n d e r e r ,  have b, en 
frequently murdered of late years by tliose frightful bands of assassitis, tlie Tltugs, who 
consider it to be an act of duty towards their goddess Bliowanee, nlro rcbpresents tlie 
destructive power, to sacrifice all tlie victims ~r,liicli s l ~ e  thro\r,s in their wily, and tllere- 
fore murder the inost poverty-st~*iclceu wretches, in the hope of being rewarded by n 

richer booty. 
An acquaintance with a tithe of the horr-ors, the shocking waste of Lumen life, the 

fearfiil sum of human suffering, produced by the most barbarous as well the most incon- 
sistent l-eligion which the distempered imagination of man has ever framed, suffice to call 
forth n ~ e l a n c l i o l ~  feelings in the breast of the Christiat~ spectator, as 11e gazes upon the 

C 
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bright waters, subjected to so niany and s ~ ~ c l r  dreadful pollutious. Recognizing the 
Supreme Power in the blessings wliich a benignant Deity lavishes uporr tlie objects of its 
creation, a n  untutored 11lind may be forgiveu, if, igliora~lt of the Source whence tlie beliefit 
is derived, adoration and homage should be paid to the tree affording shade, or to t l i~,  
river, whicli si~pplies tlie element so necessary for the preservation ant1 e~~joynren t  of life. 
But  the Hindoos have, with the blindest perversity, departed fro111 the early s i~r rp l ic i t~  of 
their creed, and have reared, t111.oughout scenes of tranquil beauty, altars cenle~rtecl \\it11 
human blood, desec~*ating the pure waters of the Ganges wit11 the  swollerr corses of tlre 
dead, who have been murdered on its banks, in obedience to the most liorrid superstition. 
I t  is deemed incumbent up011 the relatives of 'a dying person to hurry the unfortu~rate to tlre 
side of some sacred river, there to breatlre tlie last sigh ; and when death is protracted, 
and exposure to cold dews or  a burlring sun fail to  accoliil~lislr the object desired, tlic 
sufferer is relieved from his miseries by a Illore summary mode, tlie mouth :and nostrils 
being stopped with the nlud of the Ganges, \vliich is supposed to possess purifying qua- 
lities. There can be no doubt that tlie cleat11 of lnultitudes is hastened by this proccks : 
for when once a patient is brought do\sn to tlie water to die, recovery is deelncd dis- 
graceful, inasmuch as it proves that  tlre person thus escaping is rejected by the gods. 

I n  consequence of tlie expense of burning a corse upon a funeral pile, wood being in 
India both scarce and dear, inclividuals belo~rging to the poorer classes arc after death 
thrust into the river wit11 very little cerellioliy, afforcling a shocking spectacle to unac- 
custonled eyes, as they float clo~vn generally nritli the ghastly head above the water. 
People who call afford it, obtai~i  wood for the performance of tlre last sad rites ; but, 
generally speaking, they grudge the cost of a quantity sufficient for the purpose of 
reducing the body to ashes; it  is nierely scorched a little, and then consigned to tlie 
Ganges. When incremation is completed, the traveller who is so unfortunate as  to 
pitch his tent o r  moor his boat near tlie scene of action, suffers very considerable annoy- 
ance from tlie effluvia arising from tlre Lurrring corpse, while a t  tlic same time his 
eyes may be shocked by the sight of sonle huge carrion-bird, wafted down the river by 
the prey which it  has seized ant1 is devouring, a corpse being frequently iridicated by tlle 
vulture wlliclr has perched upon it. 

These are sonle of tlie sights wliiclr defornl a river, \vliose calm and heavenly beauty 
few can behold unnloved by aduiiratioii. Cold indeed must bc tlie person nflio could 
refuse to acknowledge the loveliness of the scene presented in tlie accompanying Plate  ; 
and every step of the road there delineated, constructed by Government into tlre valley of 
the Dhoon, leads to some region equally gratifying to the eye of taste. 

PART OF THE GI-IAUT AT HURDWAR. 

A Fair takes place annually a t  Hurclwar in the month of April, lasting nearly a fort- 
~iiglit ,  that being the period clrosen Ly the pilgrinis, who flock from all parts of India, to 
perform their ablutions in the Ganges. Tlle auspicious moment is calculated by the 
brali~nins, who aver that a great increase in the efficacy of the rite is derivable from its 
performance when Jupiter is in Aquarius or thc sun enters Aries, nrhiclr happens every 
twelfth year. 
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The immense concourse of persons drawn to Hurdwur by religious motives, ha# 
attracted otl~ers, who take advantwe of this pro~niscuous meeting, to dispose of me].- 
clia~ldise l~rougllt  fi.0111 the uttermost parts of the world, and which thus finds its way to 

every accessible place tlrrougl~out India. There are, of course, purchasers a8 well as 
*c'l1er~,,wllo resort to the fkir for the 1lurl)ose of buying cattle, sllawls, and jewels, &tiler 

for t l~e i r  own use, or to dispose of again. Many, also, visit the fair purely from lllotivee 
of curiosity, this  orti ti on of t l ~ e  spectators bcing clriefly composed of Erlropeans alld ,.icll 

Molia~nniedans, wlio travel, particularly tlte latter, in great splendoor. The pcace ill tllis 
])ro~niscuous lr~ultitude is kept by a large detachme~it from tlre Sirr~loon battalion of tlle 
Hill-rangers, wlio come down from their quarters a t  Deyrah I)lioon, a ~ ~ d  garrisorl all 
island in the centre of the river, where they are out of tlie way, and yet a t  11a11d to 1,re- 
vent disturbance ; while there are magistrates present, wit11 a very considerable l,ody of 
police, to  enforce the rules and regulations necessary for the preservation of order in an 
assembly composed of sucli I~ete~~ogeneous materials. 

The climate of Iiurdwar during tlie early part of April is exceedingly variable : fro111 
four in the afternoon, until nine or ten o'clock on the following day, tlie wind generally 
blows fronl the north or east over the snowy moutitains, rendering tlie air deligl~tfully 
cool ; during the intermediate I~ours, Itowever, tlie thenr~ou~ete r  frequently rises to $14'; 
and the clouds of dust arirsing fro111 the concourse of people, togethet- wit11 tlieir beasts 
of burden, collected a t  this place, add considerably to the annoyance sustained fro111 
the Iieat. 

Tile principal road to Hurdwar lies tl~i,ough the town of Kl~unkul ,  nr l~icl~ is also a 

Teerut, or place of IIindoo pilgrimagr, overloolcing the Ganges : it is very well Ijuilt, 
and adorned wit11 several commodious gliauts, constructed of cut freestone, l a n d i ~ ~ g -  
places descending by long flights of steps into the river. Tliis town chiefly consists of 

one principal street, running n o r t l ~  and south l~nrallcl witli t l ~ e  course of the water, a ~ ~ t l  
com~,osed of lrandsonie l~ouses belonging to rich merchants and brahmins froui every 
part of India. In fact, tlle o~vnersl~ip of a l~ouse a t  Kliur~kul, shews the proprietor to 
be a man of great wcaltli, and considerable importance in society. I t  is like possessing 
a place a t  Melton Mowbray. Tlie greater number of these nlarisions are unhappily 

disfigured by paintings, executed in a very barbarous manner in the most glaring 
colours, without, of course, the sligl~test attention either to slladow, l)rol)ortio~~, or per- 
spective. T h e  house-tops are covered witli troops of monkeys, anilnals snficiently 
sagacious to discover those places in wl~ich tlieir species is l~e ld  in reverence. These 

creatllres are sacred in every strongllold of Hindoo sul~erstition, and fronl their multi- 
tudes becollle p f e c t  nuisances, i t  being dificult to prevent tlicir invasion into eyer?. 
apart~lient of a private residence. There are at  Iihunkul nunlerous serais for the 

accomlllodation of tlie wllo resort to  it  a t  the time of the fair ;  and when full, 

these long buildings, ful.nislied all round wit11 suites of slllall apal.tlllCllts, 

l~resent a very singular appearance-men, women, and children, in large falnilies, beilig 
thyust into a n  exceedingly circumscribed space, with cattle of every kind, bullocks, 
Ilorses, camels, donkeys, and m~lles, together wit11 other live-stock, biped alld 

quadruped. 
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Tile llew road, ~ r ~ l r i c l ~  runs direct to Hurdwar, and for which the old one on ~ l ~ e  haclr 
of the river is elltirely deserted, forr~ls a very auiusing drive. 011 either ~ i d e ,  for the 

distance of two miles, are to be seen the large arid lrantlsolue tents be lo~ig i~ ig  to  tlic civil 
Inilitary officers of the Company, wlio visit the fbir u1)ori duty, citlier to  assist in 

keepillg t l ~ e  peace, or for the purchase of I~orses for the cavalry reginierrts; while others, 
wllo llave save pleasure ill view, establisl~ themselves ill tlie same encumpment. 
These canvass dwellings arc diversified by the ~ i io re  substa~ltial c o ~ i r ~ t r y  ul)odes of rich 
natives, occurring anlid large mango groves, and having showy galdens prpar~ked wit11 
flowers. So great is the necessity for temporary habitations during the f:dir, tliat 
artificers resort to tlie neiglibourhood of Hurdwar fi.0111 a considerable distance, in order 
to construct the111 of thatch and grass-mats upon a banrboo fr-ame. Tlrese I~ouses, or 
huts, are  rendered both sun and water proof, and add consitlerably to the picturesque 
erec t  of the scene. The town of Hurdwar bears a striking resen~blance to that of its 
s lei glib our I i l~u~rlcul ,  but is al)r>arer~tly of more ancient date ; i t  conipl(:tcly filrirts the 
Ganges, Inany of tlie best houses having their foundations in the bed of' the sacred 

river. Tliese are  generally constructed of brick, the  lowel* stories of a great  niunber 
being of very fine white free-stone, a material wllicli is found in the neiglibourl~ood, 
~ v l ~ i l e  lime-stone of good quality is lriet \rritli close a t  hand, in the bed of the stream. 
The Ganges, during the rainy season, is a mile in  widtli a t  Hurd\\rar, pursuing its course 
between low ~voody islands, some of which afforcl very co~nmodious encamping 
grouncl. 011 the west bank tlie eye rests upon a ridge of liills rising to the I~e igh t  of 
six hundred feet, covelscd with thick brus l~a~ood ,  mingled with trees. Tliese liills 
are  cleft in many places into rugged ravines, which afford m ~ p l e  cover to nuiuerous 
wild beasts. The back-groond of the landscape is fo r~ned  of part of tlie range of blue 
~irountains, from six to  eight t l ~ o i ~ s a n d  feet in height, which conceal the  bsse of the 
Himalaya, o r  snowy region, and fill up the distance in  the  lriost iiiagnificent mari~ier 
possible. 

I t  is d i f f i c~~l t  to afford any idea of the grandeur and beauty of tlie inariiniate objects 
wiricli render Hurdwar one of the places best \vorthy of a traveller's attention in India, 
but still more so to convey even a fiirit notion of the swal-ms of living creatures, men 
and beasts of every description, which occupy every foot of ground tlaring tlie time of 
the  fair, multitudes of cows, horses, bulloclcs, camels, elephants, ponies, and mules from 
Osbeck. Tartary to Benares, are crowded together, rendering tliu scene in the I~iglrest 
degree animated ancl interesting : every thing is to be found a t  the fair, thongli horses 
form its principal attraction. The lrorsc nie~.chants from B o l i l ~ a ~ * a  a i d  Cabool occupy 
the  stony central parts of tlie river, wlrile t l~ose  f r o ~ n  Torkist;in take up  their quarters in 
sinall enclosures behind the liouses of the town. Tliese men are finned for tlieir ponies a r ~ d  
galloways, animals of great power, ciilled Toorlties, sonre of nrhich bear very high priccs. 
The elephant dcalers incline to I<liunkul, for the sake of fodder, but  traverse the roacls of 
the fair wit11 their studs during the mornings ancl evenings, eacli elephant having a large 
bell attached to the neck, for tlie purpose of giving warning 1.0 passengers of tlieir 
approach. The hunee?~s, or grain-sellers, I~ulwGees, or confectioners, cloth, s l~awl ,  ancl 
toy merchants, occupy tlie road-side close to the town, their dwellirig-places being inter- 



sl~emed with sinall enclosures colitaining piles of barley and straw, heaped up, and ready 
for tiale. 

011 the sides of the hill to the west, thousande of Seik families are to k seen, with 
their huts, tents, canirls, bullocks, mules, and Iiorses, tllrown togetlrer, oe it were, with- 
out order or 111et11od. Tllerr come the tents of the Letter order of visitors, formed into 
groups of two or three, nud constructed of white or striped canvabis, gaily fringed, and 
01-nan~ented with scalloped borderil~gs of scarlet elotll. Then, e n ,  are the tents of the 
superior 11orse-dealers, Arab or Persian merchar~ts, who hare brougl~t splendid aliirndn 
of tlle purest breed, for whirh they delirand eiiorn~oub prices; Inen, also, with h a m ,  
leopards, tigcrs, deer of all kinds, nro~tkeqa, Perbian greyhounds, bei i r~t i f~~l  cats, and rare 
birds, for sale. T l ~ e n  there are heaps of assafetida in bags fro111 the ~ u o u n t a i ~ ~ s  beyond 
Cabool, sacks of raisins of \arious kinds, pibhchio nuts, almonds, and boreli of pre- 
served apricots, and stalls filled with niercl~andise of every description, brazen vessels of 
all kinds, bead necklaces of rnany colours, rosaries, mouth-pieces for pipes, of agate, cor- 
nelian, lapis-lazuli, arid different kiiitls of marble, pearls, black and white chowries, or 
iinplements for keeping off flies, formed of the long l~usliy tail of the yak, the cow of 
Thibet; stones for seal6 of all descriptions; bangles, bracelets, arn~lets,  and orna~nente for 
the ankles, of silver or pewter; sable, tiger, leopard, ounce, and other bkins; stuffed birds, 
the argus-eyed, golden, and other varieties of plreasant ; idols of all kinds, t o p t h r r  with 
their brazen stands, real and nlock coral, garlands and nec-klaws of tinbel, looking- 
glasses framed in ivory, with mosaic work in inlitation of fruits nnd flowers from Delhi ; 
richly embroidered scarves, scull-caps, and sIippcrs, toys executed ill mother-of-pearl, 
bales of shawls, and jelvels of liigh prices ; broad-cloth, stationery, and cutlery, from 
Englai~d ; perfumes fro111 Paris, eau de Cologne, aud many other a]-ticles too tedious to 
n ~ e n  tion. 

The c~-o\\,d and confusion of buyers aiid sellers, the native groups in every imaginable 
costu~ne, some sllining in cloth of gold, and sl~rrounded by followers sl~lc~ltlidly arrayed, 
others less expensively but pict.u~.esquely dressed, and many half naked, or wildly clad, 
all mired 111) with priests, soldiers, aiid religious mendicants, l~a l f  beggar, half bandit, 
with here and there a cluster of Europeans nlounted upon elephants, exhibit all together 
a concourse which 110 other place in the word can shew. 

The noise baffles all description ; the shouts and cries of nien conle ~ninqled with the 
neighing of horses, the trun~peting of elephants, the grunts of ca~nels, tlie lowing of 
cattle, the hellowing of bulls, the screains of birds, and the loud sharp ronrs of tlre wild 
beasts; and, as if these were not enough, there are gongs and drtuns beating, trumpets 
blaring, conch-sliells blowing, and bells ringing, whicl~ never cease for a single instant. 
I u  the midst of all this discord, regular musicians perform to groups assembled in different 
parts of the city or fair, the whole population coming out in the erening to erijoy them- 
selves, and, anlid the more melodious snatches which are caught here and tl~ere, the 
buglea of the British battalion may be heard, playing sonle well-remembered air, recall- 
ing, l)e~-hal)s in " Ye banks and braes of bonny Doune," ill the neighbourlrood of the 
valley of that name, recollections of that northern land, which is the regretted birth- 
place of so nlany of the civil and military servants of tlie Company. 

A 
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Frequently a large congregation of tlie magnates of the l t ~ n d  are  assen~l led  a t  ZIurdwar; 
the Begulrl Sumroo, during her lifetime, would make her appearance with a tllousalld 
horse, and fifteen hundred infantry; here also might be seen t,he Nuwab of Nujibabad, 
the Rajas of Glluosgarli, Uchet, and Sadwa, the Puttecala Raja11 and his Vakeel, wlrose 
attendants might be distingnished by their light yellow tu~.bans a i d  kun~urbunds ,  o r  
sashes, and ariother distinguished Hindoo, the Rajah of 1i:tlesl)ore in tlie ~nountains  ; 
of w h o n ~ ,  the latter especially, making it  a point to traverse the fair mornings and even- 
ings. The Balespore Rajah i l~ade  his appearance seated on a remarkably tall elepl~allt, 
in a large Ilowdal~, overlaitl with plates of solid silver, glistening in the sun, and co\,ered 
with a pointed dome-like canopy of sci~rlet,  ~ i ~ p p o ~ ~ t c d  on fbur silver pillars ricllly 
embossed. H e  wore a large white conical turban, arltl amid the jewels R-l1ic11 adorned Iris 
person were two enorinous pearls, set as ear-rings, the hoops being of gold three i ~ l c I i ~ s  
in diameter. A servant sate bel~irid 11in1, \ rav i~ lg  slowly backwards and fori\,ards, over 
his head, one of the splendid chowries before ~iientioricd, as an emblem of r a ~ ~ k .  Many 
of his relatives follo~vecl upon cleplrants, cal)arisonecl in r a ~ ~ i o ~ ~ s  degrees of s l ) l e~~dour ,  
surrounded by Ilorse~uen, not particu1:rrly well iilounted. but showily clressetl, capering 

and curvetting abont, and clecorated witli gzludy housings. Besides t l~ese,  were t l ~ c  usual 
rabble-rout on foot, the constant attendants nl1011 Eastern sorereig~lty,  crowding ill tile 
rrar,  lleedless of the vicious ani~nals  rearing and leaping 011 all sides, as t11ei1. ritlers fired 
o f  muskets, u~atchlocks, and pistols, making tlie adjacent liills reverberate \sit11 (he sound. 
These wild pageants, wit11 their ~l l ixture of ponlp and Ineariness, al-e truly Oriental ill their 
cliai.acte~., and in strict keeping with the barbaresqoe style of t l ~ e  builclings, and the 
untan~ed nature of the surrounding scenery. 

Rl~uts ,  four-wlieeled carriages, abounded a t  tlie fair, 111e 1-oofs covered witli white 
linen, or scarlet c l o ~ h ,  and either te~*iiiinating in a point with a gilt o r ~ ~ a ~ n e ~ ~ t ,  o r  perfectly 
flat:  they were chiefly filled with lyoulen, of mhoni six o r  eight mere crowdecl into one 
conveyance, snlall openil~gs in the sicles enabling t l ien~ to recornloitre the n~ultit ,ude, 
witllout becoming tlienlselves visible. There were other vehicles also, two-wlieelecl cars, 
with so~netiules as many as three roofs, united, of conical slial)e, and Irung with tassels 
a11d cosily fringe; tllesc carriages were open, and drawn Ly bulloclts, ~vliich had tlieir 
hor r~s  painted of gaudy colours, the l i a r ~ ~ c s s  and I~oosings studded wit11 bells, and the 
slnall cowrie s l~el l ,  and otherwise riclrly embroidered. 

Trool~s of dancing girls had establislled thenlsel\,es a t  Hurclnar during the fair, and 
were to be seen perforn~ing, either in  front of the llouses of ricli persons, o r  in  tlie 
interiors, all thrown open, and lighted up  every evening. The wllole of tlie river, town, 
and inl~abited parts of the forest, presentee1 a series of i l lun~inat io~is  as  soon as clarkness 
comn~enced ; this I~rilliant clisl~lny be i~ ig  enlivened by occasional bu~*sts  of fireworks. 
Not l~ ing  could be more pleasing than tlie effect of the lamps sparkling and gleanling 
between the trces, while tlie islands and moody shores of the river were distinctly seen 
by the light of innumei.al~le small vessels of oil, kindled r u ~ l  sent floating down the 
stream. S ~ ~ c l i  are a few of the features of this extraordinary place ; a few it lllny well be 
said, since it  nroulcl be utterly i~npossible to note down a tent11 part of tlre strange sights 
and scenes wllicli greet tllc eye of the European traveller a t  this Oriental congress. 
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The wl~ole of the battlements, terraces, and platforms, erected in the water, lining the 
side of the river, are covered with dense t l~rongs of pilgrims, spectatore, and priests, the 
European portion of the audience pushing their elephants into the water, in order to  view, 

without inco~~venience from the crowd, the bathing of the numerous devoteea. The 
ceren~ony is simple e~iough, consisting merely of a11 offering of money, weording to the 
abilities of the bather, to the off lciat i~~g priest. Every scparate ablution, and several are 
deemed essential, niust he separately paid for, and when tlre pious worshipper of Gunga-jee 
has left the river, he is ollliged to run tlle gauntlet t111-ough the priests of the templee 
on the banks, who assail every l~asser-by, wllether Cl~ristian or pagan, with equal impor- 
tunity. All the brahmins say, whether truly or not, that Lori1 Willia~n Bentinck, the 
late governor-general, ho~ioured the lloly land of Hurdwar by ~i laking a present of a 
thousand rupees to its priests,-a very i~ijudicious nletl~od of attempting to obtain popu- 
larity, since it is construed into a secret recognition of the superiority of the Hindoo gods, 
and callnot fail to exalt the hrahminical faith iu the eyes of its professors, while at  the 
same time it brings that of tlie rulers of the land into contempt. The Hiodoos are exces- 
sively anxious to exact this mark of homage to their Fdvourite deity, and endeavour to 
persuade the Christian visitors to deposit an offering, assuring t l ~ e u ~  that Hnrdwar is a 
holy place, and that they will not fail to procure solue advantage in return. 

MUSSOOREE, F R O M  LANDOUR, 

U1)oii leaving H~irdwa~. ,  we travelled up the valley of the Dlioon to the village 
of Rajpore, a t  the foot of thc secondary chain of the Himalaya. Par t  of our journey con- 
ducted us througl~ a thick forest of lofty trees, amid mliicl~ we found the rl~ododendrol~ 
in full bloom, together ~vitll  other strangers to the plains of India. The underwood was 
composed of richly flowering plants, and the air came loaded wit11 the fragrance of the 
corunda, whose white starry blossolns are redolent with perfume, wl~icli is sonietimes 
almost oppressive to the sense. The fruit of the corunda, which in its wild state 
resembles that of the blaclc currant, is sweet and well-flavoured, affording abundant and 
delicious food to wild hogs and paroq~iets, the former feeding eagerly upon it; ~ v l ~ e n  over- 
ripe, the berries fall, and cover the ground. 

I n  some places, the road formed itself into an avenue, the brancl~es of the trees 
meeting over-lieatl; near tlie inhabited portions, however, the jungle has becn cleared, 
and even where it  has been left to its natural state, the utmost variety of scenery is to be 
found in this beautiful valley, part of ml~ich is watered by a clear stream shaded by 
alders, while the turf is enlivened by the anlarantll, a bright scaldet and pink flower, and 
several species of the ranunculus. Iiere, too, may be found large bus'les of +age springing 
from a carpet of thyme, mliicli gives out its aromatic odour to every breeze. The valley 

of the Dlloon has been selectetl for the residence of t l ~ e  political agent of the province, 
who, however, takes rcfuge in the llills during the hottest period of t l ~ e  year-an example 
followed by all who have it in their power to escape to a butter clin~ate \vhile the ther- 
mometer is a t  its highest altitude. 
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The town of Deyrah, the station of the Ghoorka battalion of hill-rangers, has 
advantages to recomlne~ld it, and is celebrated for a temple sacred to tlre nreulory of a 
Bindoo devotee who was its founder. Tlie pagoda is constructed of stone, embellished 
with ornanlents formed of a peculiar kind of chunam, made f r o n ~  the  ~ h e l l u  of cowries, 
alld resembling variegated marble. T l ~ e  holy person who built this ten11)le has also n.oll 
for himself the gratitude of the people of the neigl1bo11rhood. IJY the construction of B 

handsome stone tank, wl~icli  occupies an acre of ground, a l ~ d  forms a n  o r n a ~ n e ~ ~ t a l ,  as 
well as a rnost acceijtable bequest. 

The ascent from Deyrali to  Rajpore is so gradual as to be scarcely perceptible, but a t  
this point it beco~l~es  more abrupt, and is in sonle 11laces exceedingly steep. Being pro- 
vided with glioonts, or 11ill-ponies, we left our less useful catlle below, and, llrounting 
t l~ese rough but sure-footed anilnals, gave ourselves up  to their guidance. Our road led 
us up the sides of precipices of the most romantic character, craggy with rocks, and richly 
clothed wit11 trees, descending to the bottom of deep and al111ost unfatlloil~able ravines, 
wlie~lce, however, the ear can detect tlie sound of murmuring streams pursuing their 
course th rougl~  borne unseen channel. 

The s ~ i ~ n m i t  of this ridge is elevated eight thousand feet above the level of the sea, 
and fi-on1 its utliiost height a glorious burst of view is obtained ; the  plains below stretch- 
ing far and wide, and bounded on either side by the Jumna  and tlie Ganges, which, a t  
tlie distance of forty miles apart,  pursue their tortuous career, until their silvery traces 
are  lost in the meeting skies. After winding for several hundred miles in  a south- 
easterly direction, these beautiful rivers unite, the J u ~ l l l ~ a  throwing itself into the Ganges 
at  Allahabad, thus e n c l o s i ~ ~ g  a very extensive tract of country called the Doaab, and by 
their fertilizing waters rendering it  one of tlie nlost prodoctive districts in India. 

Turning in another direction to the n ~ o ~ i n t a i n  scenery, the view is awe-inspiring ; 
height rises above height, tlie intersecting valleys seem to be interminable, and tlie mind 
is almost overpowered with astonishment, w l ~ i c l ~ ,  as me survey the gigantic wonders of the 
scene, is not wllolly unnlixed with a sensation allied to fear. Mussooree, the site of a 
station which is now one of the chief resorts of the  visitors from the plains, stands a t  a n  
elevation of bevel1 thousand five lluudred feet above the level of tlie sea, and is situated 
011 the southern face of the ridge, called the 1,andour range, and overlooking the village 
of that name, which has been chosen for the establishment of a military dep l t ,  or sani- 
toriuin for thos? officers ancl privates belonging to the Bengal army who have lost their 
l ~ e a l t l ~  in the plains. The barracks are roorny and comfortable, and there are  comn~odious 
bungalo~vs for the residence of the officers upon duty. T l ~ e  neighbouring station, distin- 
guislled by the name of Mussooree, is daily increasing in size, in  consequence of the great 
resort of invalids to this salubrious spo t ;  but the liouses differ very much in appearance, 
and are inferior in elegance to those a t  Simlah, the more fidshionable hill-settlement. 
Tile dwellings erected by the European residents have been compared, not inaptly, to 
gull's nests on the side of a cliff. There is so little table-land-the level places, composed 
of a few square yards, being cl~iefly cut  out of the rock-that the  foundation of many of the 
cottages are built up  with masonry a t  tlie edge of precipices, and there is scarcely an 

enclosed piece of ground round any dwelling. The roads are  narrow, and in many places 
ScoolJed out of tlic sides of steeps of the most fearful-looking nature, yet so speedily does 
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the eye becon~e accustometl to the appearance of danger, tllat ladice gallop along then1 

witllout experielici~~g ally al~jrreliension. Accideute, however, and h o s e  of a very 
frigl~tful nature, do sonletiu~es occur; but in consequenrte of the e ~ t r e o r d i n a r ~  activity 
and sagacity of the niountaiu l~onies, wlirn fatal, they are usually oceeeioned by mule 
ir~judicious act ou the part of the rider, for, if left to tliemselves, they are wonderfully 
successful in scraniblillg up the stc3ep sides, or l~olding on a t  roots or otller projections 
until usis tal~ce call be aff'ordetl them. 

Mussooree is not a1 preselrt 111ucl1 indebted to the hand of art : the roads are glaringly 
white, and the appearance of the l~ouses is bare and ugly, even tlle scenery in thr  
imnlediate r~cigl~bourhood owes its attractions more to space tllan any tlling else: the 
distant prospects are sple~idid, but the home scenes want that exclnisitc beau(!. n l ~ i c l ~  is 
to be seen to 60 mucli perfection in many of the villages of these l~ills. TLrrc are no 
billiard-tables or reading-roou~s a t  present in Mussooree, which is conlposed elltirely of' 
private houses, and is usually teruled tlie Civil, as Landour L the Military station. 
The bazaar, though small, and not tenanted by a single European tradesman, is well 
supplied with necessaries, a ~ l d  even luxuries, wine and beer excepted; but it is enlarging, 
new delllands being created as the station increase0 in size, \vl~ile a Illore picturesque 
style of building lnay render it  equal in exterior attraction to its lnilitary neigl~bour. 
The traveller who comes suddenly upon a view of Landour is struck wit11 its beauty, 
and the picturesque appearance of its scattered Ilouses : being higher up, it is sometimes 
preferred to Mussooree, but is scarcely at  the present period so ugreeable as a residence; 
and the perpetual descent and ascent to and from the latter-named place, wl~ich p.9- 
sesses the best bazaar, and engrosses all tlle life and bustle of the comn~u~~it!., arc found 
to be inconvenient. The ATussooree I ~ e i ~ l i t s  are con11)osed of transition linrestone, very 
craggy and bold, and argillaceous schistus, the gli~te exceedingly c ru~l~bl ing  : there is 
also a large vein of trap in its valleys, for though geologists did not expect to find vol- 
canic rocks in the Hilnalaya, trappean rocks I~avc been discovered in sonle hundred - - 
places on this side of the gneiss, mica, slate, aud granite country. 

No great expense is incurred in tlie building of the houses a t  Mussooree, the abun- 
dance of timber, (though it  has recently been cut  down with too unspciring a hand,) 
affords beams and all the wood-work, in its immediate vicinity: the oak and rl~odo- 
dendron, the latter attaining the size of a forest tree, supply these materials. Bricks 
may be made close a t  hand, should a preference be accorded to them over the stone, 
which is only to be dug from the adjacent quarries. Some Europeans have been rather 
unfortunate in the site of their houses ; otl~ers  are more l~appily placed, sheltered from 
the north wind, which, passing over the snowy mountains, exercises a cliilling influ- 
ence over every thing exposed to its keen blasts : the trees on the uorthern side of the 
range are stunted and withered, but luxuriance and beauty characterize the soutll ; 
the one being covered with rhododendron rich with flowers, while the other is gloomy 
with pines. 

The splendid tree mentioned in the foregoing paragraph bears a magnificent crimson 
flower, and forms one of the most beautiful, as well as the most prominent, features of 
the scene; the cherry, pear, and barberry are also found. The neighbouring valleys and 
ridges afford, to the lovers of field-sports domiciled at  Mussooree, abundant opportunitiea 

I 
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of procuring every sort of game, althougli there may be some difficulties in the pursuit: 
are  exceedingly r~umerous, and of great size and beauty, and tliose who are 

rond of the study of natural history in any of its dep:irtments, will find an nniple lieltl 
for their labours, in a country abounding with objects of interest. 

T l ~ e  first European mansion constructed a t  Mussooree belonged to Colonel Young, rvl~o 
commanded a Gl~oorka  corps stationed in tlie Dhoon ; it mas called tlie Potato Gnrcic~r, 
in consequencc of a plantation of that useful vegetable, and remailled for some years the 
only liabitation of t l ~ e  kind upon tlie hill. I t  is very prettily situ;ited, perched upon the 
summit of one of the lower eminences, or rather knolls, clustering together, a r ~ d  rising 
one above the other fro111 tlle Mussooree range. Tliis hill is wooded with scattered trees, 
looking, so judiciously are  they placed, as if they were planted for effect; i t  is less steel,, 
and better adapted for garden ground, than many of the l~anging  lerraces attached to 
the more recent erections. 

T H E  SNOWY R A N G E  FROM LANDOUR.  

Tlie of India may with justice be dee~iied one vast prison, in ~vhich  the sl111, 
aided a t  03!e period of the year by the hot winds, acts the part of jailor. I t  is o111y 
(luring a brief interval in the morning and evening that  exercise can be taken with 
impunity, except during the cold season, and even then me require a cal-riage or  a horse. 
Emancipation therefore from these restraints, the power of wandering a t  will in the open 
air, and the invigorating influence of tlie bracing atmosphere upon our  frames, rendered 
the party on their arrival a t  Mussooree like captives newly liberated from a dungeon, or 
scl~oolboys breaking loose from their desks. 

A road has been cut  a t  the elevation of seven thousand feet above the level of the sca, 
wliicli completely encircles the  height chosen for tlie sanitarium of Landour, permitting 
the residents to make an easy excursion of four miles, either on horseback or  on foot, 
every step of the way being fraught with objects of beauty and iliterest. Here we find 
mingled wit11 the standard apricot, which grows in great  abundance over tlie llills: tlie 
oak, the pine, the holly, the walnut, and cherry ; raspl~erries, strawberries, ancl black- 
berries appear in  the most delightful luxuriance ; daisies, primroses, and violets enamel 
the ground ; and the  wild rose flings clown its silken leaves in crimson showers. Here 
objects comparatively humble continually arrest the attention, even in the niidst of 
the  imposing scenery which meets the eye at  every point. 

I n  no place can the snowy range of the Himalaya be seen to more advantage than 
from the western side of Landour;  the distance, thirty miles, being that which is best 
calculated to produce the finest effect. From this point they rise with a majesty and 
distinctness which is in  some measure lost, when the traveller a t  a nearer approach gets 
shut In as it  were amid lofty peaks, which circumscribe his view; and in consequence of 
the extraordinary purity of the atmosphere, they appear to  tne eye to  be much nearer than 
they are in reality, especially immediately after sunrise. The intermediate country is 
then veiled in  mist spreading like a lake, and the snowy eminences beyond, arising on its 
margin, when lighted up  by the slanting rays of the sun, seem as if they could be gained 
by an easy effort; and it is not until these silvery lnists have cleared away, and the  sun 
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shines out with broader splendour, revealing the true state of the case, that  the illusion ia 
dispelled. Dliawallaghiri, the wliitc mountain, in which the river Ghunduck has its sonrce, 
is considered to be the most lofty of tliese peaks, its height hae not been exactly deter- 
mined, but those accounts ~,liic11 are cstee~ncd to be the most accurate, render it twenty- 
seven thousand four liundred feet above the level of the sca. Ju~unoutr i  and Gungoutri, 
wlience the Jumna and Ganges have their birth, are next in succession, both exceeding 
twenty-foul. t l lousa~~d feet, and the latter-named is t l ~ e  most higllly honoured by the 
natives, who affirm that on its topnrost summit Mal~adeo has erected his throne; ~vllile 
others reverence tlie wl~ole mount air^ as a god. 

Villages are to be fount1 a t  an elevation of fourtcen thousa~ld feet, but a site of this 
altitude is not healtl~y, and tlie i ~ ~ l ~ a b i t a ~ ~ t a  have a very wretcllcd apI~earance : cultivatiorr 
has been carried five l~undred feet farther, and vegetation does not totally cease until 
etopped, a t  sixteen tl~ousand feet, by that eternal barrier of stlow whic11 asserts supreme 
dominion over the eublime wastes al~ove. Fronl another point the eye embraces that 
splendid range of mountains, t l~rougli which tlie sacred river forces its i~npetuous course, 
now fretting along a narrow chennel whicli it has worn anlid tlie rocks, and now flinging 
itself down in glittering volunies from l ~ e i g l ~ t  to height, until, a t  length emerging to thc 
view, it is seen winding and walidering along the level c o ~ ~ n t r y ,  a thread of s i l ~ e r  n.llic11 
the eye follows till it is lozt in the distance. 

Dazzled I,y the attempt to clistinguish ~n inn te  and distant objects, we turn wit11 d e l i g l ~ ~  
to the rich yet sober tints of tlie surroundillg I~ills, t l~eir  splcndicl purples and bro\r.ns, 
with here andtliere the sun brillging out some l ) r i g l ~ t ~ r  foliage, \vlrilc. I,elom the landscape 
assumes a different style of beauty. A series of undulations, tlilersified nit11 plain nntl 
valley, thickly wooded, shewirrg in its l ~ a t c l ~ e s  of cultivatioll, its towns, villages, ant1 
isolated buildiugs, that man holds elllpirc o'er the soil. Here \ \ e  luny tracc the \vindings 
of many roads, and the courses of tliosc ftrtilizing streams ~ r ~ l ~ i c l ~  go geritly murmuring 
along in every direction. 

From the crest of the Sowa I<hola ridge, a t  a short distance fro111 this place, the whole 
valley of Deyrah Dlioon, tlie small Sewalik range which encloses it to the south, and t11e 
dim plains of Saharunpore still farther in the distance, bursts upon the delighted gaze ; 
the snowy nlountains forming the magnificent back-ground, and tlie monarch of tlie 
secondary belt, the sublime Choor, standing out beyond the rest ; while in the vast expanse 
of plain, the silver lines of the Ganges and J u ~ n n a  come shining through tlie I~aze. 

In  our eagerness to reach Mussooree, we had neglected the beauties of Rajpore, wllicli 
is really a n  exceedingly pretty village, sufficiently elevated to admit of a clear and nnol)- 
structed view of the ever-beautiful Dlioon : beyond it there are some natural objects wort11 
visiting, one being the dripping rock of Shansa Dhare. From a precipitous height of 

overhanging rock, a stream descends in continual showers, each dl-op producing a petri- 
faction. The cliff being worn away by the perpetual action of the water, has assunled a 
cavernous appearance, forined entirely of spar, here and there presenting basins for 
tlie reception of the element, whicli is cool, clear, and agreeable to the taste. A brahnrin 

l ~ a s  of course established liin~self in a place which may be called a natural temple, and 
it is accordingly dedicated to Mal~adeo. Opposite, in anotlle~. direction, 1r.e come to a 
Ellring containing sulphureous particles, rising out of a lnass of limestone, n liich tir~ge* 



tile surrounding stones wit11 its colouring matter. At Mala r a n i  the attention is attracted 

to an object of a very different description, but one wl~ich  can scarcely Fail to excite a 

strolig degree of interest in the breast of every British traveller ; it is a moniu111ent erected 
to the memory of General Gilleapie, and tlle officers who fell before the fortress of K,  *r  1 utlga. 
Tllis stands on a platform of table-land, on tlie sunl~llit  of a hill near tlrc scene 
of action. The attack of Kalonga cost a sea of blood, for the Ghoorlia i ~ ~ v a t l e r ~  60 

resolutely defended t l ~ e  cou~ltl*y, of which they had forcibly possessed theli~selves, that 
eve11 practised troops found great difficulty in their subjugation. The walls of tluis once 
formidable fortress were razed to the ground, after it fell into our hands, and its situatiolr 
is now ouly indicated by a rude cairn of brick, with a stafl'in the centre. 

TEIE ABBEY A N D  IIILLS FROM NEAR hIUSS00REE. 

Altllougll the general appearance of h Iuss~oree  iuig11t have been l l ~ u c h  in~proved b!. 
lllore tasteful arrangements on t l ~ c  part of the early residents, yet there are  many l~abita- 
tions !vhich possess a very considerable portion of picturesque beauty; and amongst these, 
the mansion which has, with greater regard for early associations than for local apl)l.opriate- 
ness, been entitled the "Abbey," stands conspicuous. W e  ought not perhaps to quarrel 
with a name ; and it  is always pleasing to surround oul*selves in a foreign country with 
memorials of our lovecl and distant home, but tlle term Abbey is so closely connected with 
the monastic institutions of a Christian land, and in England usually serves to  perpe- 
tuate the memory of some pious brotlierl~ood, established, in times long passed, upon tlle 
soil, that me can scarcely be reconciled to its transplantation to a scene to which it  is so 
singularly ill-adapted. 

Travellers of any taste o r  feeling have continually to quarrel with the names given by 
European settlers to  places in  foreign cour~tries, since they are  frequently extremely 
barbarous, and nearly always ill-chosen. India from numerous causes has suffkred less 
from this kind of desecration than other scenes of European adventure ; Barrackpore 
and Fort Hastings being the only places throughout t l ~ e  British presidency whic l~  bear 
an anglicised name. Not wishing, how-ever, to  be hypercri~ical,  we pass over many cir- 
curnstances nrliich n~ig l i t  be alleged against the appellation of the Abbey, and proceed 
to say, that it  stands apart  from all otlier habitations, occupying a very comnianding 
site on the extreme summit of a rugged mountain. During the fiue weather, tlie 
prospects attainable from this elevated situation much more than compensate for any 
disadvantage, but there is a season of rains in wliich it  is completely enveloped in mist, 
and in which the clouds penetrate through every aperture. The entrance of fog into a 
house is suficiently disagreeable, but in these altitudes the clouds take the same liberty, 
and suddenly, if sitting in an apartment with the door 01. window open, the ilil~abitants 
nlay find themselves wrapped in a very poetical, but  a very inconvenient garment. T l ~ e  
storms also which are experienced in these exposed situations are  exceedingly terrific ; 
occasionally they rage below tlre residence chosen upon some sublime peak, but a t  otlier 
times they pour their fiercest fury on the devoted mansion, thunder and lightning occur- 
ring in thc midst of a snow-storm,n,hile a tremendous hurricane a t  the same time threatens 
defitruction to every thing it meets in its swreping progress. The noise of the t l~under ,  
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as it ])eals and reverberates 111ro11gl1 tlre hills, affords a very forcible idea of the crrrck of 
doom, seelning indeed as if the glol~e itaelf riiust be el~attered, and ftrlliug to piece8, while 
tile ligllt~iilig, if. 1~0~6ilJle nlore terrific, flasl~ee out in broad sheets, or flies like winged 
arrows t l ~ r o ~ ~ g l i  t l ~ e  sky, assunling that beautiful but appalling shape which in its =igq 
c-ourse Lriugs tlelrtlly Iravoc wl~erever it rrligl~tu. 

l'lie e x l e ~ ~ t  of ~~rischief  occasio~red by these frigl~tful colltention~ of the elements is 
often very greal; and it is wit11 f tar  and trenrl~ling that, after t l ~ e  s t o m  lras paescd may,  
the owners of live-stock go out to survey the ravage8 it has made;-trees torn up bp tile 
roots, rocks precipitated froin their foundations, tlie soil arid th r  vegehtion ]laving beclr 
borne along wit11 tlrclu in their descent to some dark abyss, and sheep or poultry lyilrg 
dead up011 the ground-are alnong the usual casualties ; wl~ile so~i~et imes there is added 
tlic still more heart-rending destruction of hu~ntlu life. 

During t,he n ro i~ t l~s  of July and August the rain falls aln~ost incessantly, and the 
inl~abitants of Mussooree beilrg only able to take short walks and rides betweell tlre 
showers, n ~ u s t  find aniuseinclit for tlre~uselves within tlieir I~ouscs. At this period tlre 
view from the Abbey is extremely circumscribed, but good firee will i~npar t  a glow of 
gerlial warmth and con~fort to the neatl~er-bound, and whenever tlre sky clears up, tlie most 
beautiful erects are visible ill the scenery either \vl~olly or partially unveiled by the 
su~ibeanis brcalcing througlr tlre clouds. A lover of ~ ~ a t t r r e ,  don~iciled in one of these 
altitudes, will always find somctlring to interest and enpage t l ~ e  attention, in t l ~ e  
numerous changes wl~ich take place in difl'erent state9 of t l ~ e  a t ~ ~ ~ o s l ) h e r e ,  giving end- 
less variety to scenery aln,:iys srrl.~liine. Sunrise is accompa~~icd by tlre l~igliest degree 
of splendour in these :11pine regions, lighting up tlle mountain-brows with gold, and 
flinging over tlie snowy range tl~ose gorgeous lrues \vliicli the liand of nature alone call 
create. Tlien, as t l ~ c  mists curl up\vards a~rd  disappear, holv beautifully do the distant 
to\rrns and villagcs c o n ~ e  out, sl~ewing scenes of loveli~~ess w l ~ i c l ~  seem like Fairy-land! 

Mussooree assumes a very irrtcrcsting appeara~ice at  i l igl~t,  wit11 the ligllts froni its 
numerolls liouses, arid the fires wliicli native servants always kindle on t l ~ e  ground 
wherever they can find space, 111arki11g the site of cach ho~nestead. Many of the 
builders of these niansions have been influenced in the choice of a site alniost rvliolly 
by the prospects it commands, but there are other considerations whicli tlie prudential 
have kept in view. Amid these is the accessibility of water, for t l ~ o u g l ~  it may be heard 
and even seen niea~lderirig through tlle bottoin of the ravine which the house overlooks, 
yet it is not always easily attainable, and beconles very costly 011 account of the expense 
of the carriage. The neiglibourliood of tlie bazaar is also advantageous, but a spring of 
water is always the great desideratum. The materials for building, as we have before 
remarked, are close a t  hand; and speculative worlcinen from the plains, better versed in 
the ar t  of constructing houses for European residents, t l ~ a ~ r  the ~ i i o u ~ ~ t a i ~ i e e r s ,  may be 
procured a t  a modcrate rate. Estates are purclrased or rented upon lease from the 
1.aja11 of the district, who is very ~ v i l l i ~ i ~  to let land to strangers, ~vl~iclr  has hitherto 
contributed little or 1iot11i11g to the revenue. Spots tli i~s taken are indicated by a board 
bearing tlre proprietor's name, who tlius frequently possesses l~i~irself of a large and 
1,eautiful estate, consisting per1ial)s of a n,Iiole hill covered wit11 fort st trees, and stocked 
with abundni~ce of game, of ~vliicli 11e is sole master, subject only to some regulations 
which 11al.e b,,en lately found necessary to prevent tlie wanton demolition of timber. 
111 the cleal*th of amusement, the c o t t i ~ ~ g  doivn trees, citlrer for fuel, or merely for tlrr 
purpose of watching tlieir fall, formed tlre employment of vacant minds, whose orgalls 
of destl-uctiveness were strongly Jeveloped ; but such pastimcs have been restricted, and 
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those who would have disregarded the suggestioirs of the more tnsteful, are obliged to 
abide by the orders of government. In  consequelice of the freqiier~t mutations of r 2 1 1 ~ l ~ -  
Indian society, the Abbey lias niore than once changed its niaste~., and has always been 
considered a desirable property, i~otwithstanding its exposure to all tlie wilids of heavrrl. 
I t  is scarcely possible to have a finer o r  more extensive view tlian tllat whicl~ is conl- 
lnanded froin the windows. The gigantic Choor is visible to the right,  capl)ed wit]] 
snow, whicli remains unmelted dnring tlie greater part of tlie year, while it looks dowll 
upon hills and valleys in endless soccession, flourishi~ig villages hurrolintled with wide 
cultivation, scattered hanilets, and thick forests ; a partial glarlce of the L)lioor~, illid the 
plains beyond, closing in tlie prospect to tlie left, while ill tlie distallce the river Junlna 
may be seen threading the mazes of tlic c l i a ~ n p a i n ~  country, and marliirlg its course in 
silver. 

THE S N O W Y  R A N G E  F R O M  TYNE,  O R  MARMA. 

All adventurous persons who take up their head-quarters a t  any of tlie hill-stations, 
make excursions through the mouiitain passes beyoncl, and many penetrate to the 
sources of the Ganges and Jumna. We,  who had travelled for the p~lrpose of exploring 
as  much as we could of this vast and niost interesting region, made preparations, as so011 
as  we had satisfied ourselves with tlie scenery and society a1 Mussooree, to  continue our 
journey. 

Our party consisted of three European gent le~nen,  each taking ten servants, while 
our coolees, or porter.;, amounted to eighty a t  the least. W e  provided ourselves wit11 
four tents, three sure-footed ponies, and two chairs, which in the plains are  called 
taun jauns, but which in these hills obtain tlie name of jlia~nljans, while the bearers, 
who carry them on their shoulders o ! ~  poles, are called jllariil~anis. I t  is not always 
easy to induce the natives to engage in these expeditio~ls, they consider the Feringis, 
who are not content with the colnforts which they might enjoy under a good roof, to be 
little better than rnadmerl, and have I IO  idea of submitting, with patience, to liardsl~ips 
and privations brought on solely from a rilost absurd admiration of mountains, rocks, 
trees, and horrid snows. Accordingly, tlie instant that any disastrous circumstaiices 
occur, when food and fuel are  scarce, tlie cold intense, ancl tlie prospect threatening, a 
general strike is almost certain to talte place, and tliese mutinies are  only suppressed by 
returning fine weather, the opportune attainment of a fat sheep, o r  the materials for a 
good fire-discontent gradually subsiding under the genial iiifuence of sunshine, roast 
mutton, or even the blaze without the meat.  

W e  knew beforehand all tlie perils ~vhicli  we had to encounter from cold, hunger, 
and the rebellion of our followers, but our ardour in tlie pursuit of the picturesque led 
us to think lightly of sucli things, and we started in high spirits, deterniined upon the 
accomplisliment of our object. Without noting tlie events of every day's 1narc11, it  will 
merely be necessary to say, that the commenccn~ent of our travels brought us to the 
place whence the accompanying view i~ talien. Marina, o r  Tyne, stands a t  an elevation 
of about ten thousand feet, and on the morning on which wc reached this spot, the 
weather being remarkably clear, we had an opportunity of enjoying, to full perfection, 
the sublimity of mountain scenery. The foreground was composed of a rich ridge, 
covered with timber, the growth of ages,-and contrasting, by its dark  foliage, with the 
barer eminences around, which, rising in all directions, appeared as if the tumultuous 
waves of a stol-niy ocean had suddenly been converted into earth, while the forest, stand- 
ills forth in tlie midst, looked like a peninsula stretching far into the billows. Beyond 
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this wild and confused sea, arose in calmer majesty, those towering piles of unrllallging 
RIIOW, which, from whatever point they may be viewed, can never fail to  inspire senti- 
luerltv of awe and admiratiol~. Tile higher cl~lster of white peake rlear the centre, are 
those of Rundrrpooch, above Jumnootree, the source of the Jumna, which form conspi- 
cuous oljecta a t  a very considerable distance, and which had previously greeted our 
sight a t  Sahtirunpore; to thc right are the Hudra Himala, near Gungootree, whence 
springs the Ganges; and still farther to the east, the loftiest of the pealts, tlle Dwawa- 
lagiri, may sometirnes be discovered, althouglr the distance is two hundred and fifty nlileq 
rearing its snowy coronet, alrd loohi~rg down, a t  the height of twenty-seven thouband feet, 
upon the pigmy world below; wl~i le  far to the east and west extend the hoary t r ibutar ie~ 
of the giant, until tlreir snowy enrinences melt illto air, and are lost to the straining 
sight. Although the distance, in a direct line, from tlre spot on whiclr we ~ t o o d ,  to the 
nearest lnountains of the Rnolvy range, is inconsiderable, not more than thirly miles, it 
requires a fidtiguing journey of r;!any days to reach it, in which the traveller has a t  least 
ninety miles of ground to go over. Several persons have sicceeded in forcing a passage 
to tlie nortllward of these hills, bnt the peaks themselves are still untrodden by human 
foot. 'l'l~is snowy barrier divides us from the plains of Thibet and Chinese Tartary, and 
a t  the l~arrowest part rnay be penetrated by long and tedious journeys through sterile 
scenes, deserts of rock and snow. 'I'hibet stands a t  an elevation of fifteen thousand feet 
above the level of the sea, and the descent on this side is easy, compared with the diffi- 
culties ~-11ic11 nlust be encountered in climbing the southern face of tlie snowy range. 

I n  the progress of our journey, tlre scene hecame wilder and wilder at  every 
march, the valley narrowir~g as we advanced, and the rocks on either side rising with 
greater abruptness: the streal11 wllicl~ flowed along our pa t l~ ,  sometimes boiling over 
rocks, making a sea of foam, at  otllers diving into darkness, and gurgling beneath impe- 
netrable brushrvood. Occasionally the savage landscape was relieved I)y spots of a 
calmer and quieter nature, the castle of some chieftain cro~vlring with picturesque 
beauty a lofty rock, with the greensward beneath sloping downwards to the water, 
embellished with scattered trees, and approached over a carpet of sage and thyn~e,  inter- 
mixed with flowers of every hue. Tlren, again, we were surrounded with crags, tlie 
level space being circumscribed to a few yafds, and cascades roaring and tumbling 
around in every direction. One day's march, though all presented some peculiar attrac- 
tion, struck us as particularly romantic and beautiful. 

The first part conducted ns througl~ a narrow gorge, walled on either side by fan- 
talitic rocks, and wooded with fine alders, the stream rolling deep beneath our feet, 
while the path w a ~  overllrlng by dreadful precipices, toppling crags now and then 
threatening to follow some of the huge fragments which had already fallen; then the 
scene widened a little, and a natural terrace, shaded by some splendid mulberry-trees, 
offered rest and repose, the rocks scattering themselves around, traversed a t  one place by 
a foaming cataract. Ascending a steep and rugged eminence, we toiled on our weary 
may up  rock and crag, until we came to another halting-place of table-land, adorned with 
fine chesnut trees, and comrnandi~~g an extensive view, backed l)y the snowy ranges, 
while me looked down upon a splendid confusion of waterfalls, mild prrcipices, and 
luxl~riant forests. The air was deliglitfully cool and bracing, and, as it  may I)e supposed, 
WL enjoyed the meal that awaited us in this glorious halting-place. In addition to the 
foreign articles of lux~lry which we had brought with us, we regaled ourselves with 
mount;iin mutton, a hill-pheasant, some of the delicio~ls wild honey for wlrich the place 
is famed. and neaclles of no despicable size and flavour. Our appetites, sl~arpened by 
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exercise and the invigorating breeze, enabled us to  do full justice t o  the meal, while we 
were a t  no loss for subjects for conversation, the adjacent scenery being st~fficient to 
inspire the most prosaic mind with poetical ideas. 

Ever; body who has visited the liills regrets the absence of those large bodies of water 
which alone are wanting to fill up  tlre corip-d'ail. Illusion, I~owevcr, often cheats tile 
eye with the semblance of the element, the valleys being f r e t l u c ~ i t l ~  covered with ~irist. 
which assumes the appearance of a sea, wlience the higher la1111 rises, till a t  length tile 
snowy range starts up, and bounds the scene. The grandeur of these peaks, and tlleir 
infinite variety, in the varying liglit and s l~ade,  would seem to lcave rlotliil~g to wisIl for, 
did not the craving nature of Inan insist up011 absolute perfection. Early in tlle ~ n o r l l i l l ~ ,  
before a single s~inbeam has illuluined the darlr deep twiliglit of t l ~ e  sky, they rise ill 
solemn majesty, the icy outline being distinctly defined, while they stand out Srolll the 
grey atmosphere around-anon a tint of anlbcr spreads over t l~e in ,  and, divested of their 
chilling grandeur, they come out lvarni anit glowing : again they shew like cold bright 
silver in the sun, while in tlie evening they are  all crimson wit11 tlie rose tliat flushes 
through the sky : a single mile, nay, even a eingle turn of the  road, sufficing to invest 
them with new shapes and new peculiarities. 

From this point, we might be said to  traverse a land whose savage aspect wag se ldo~n  
redeemed by scenes of gentle beauty, the  rances of hills crossing, and apparently jostling 
each other in unparalleled confusion, being all rugged, steep, and difficult to thread, some 
divided from its neighbours by wide but 1-ough valleys, tlieir solnnlits crowned with forests 
of venerable growth, while others, more sharp and precil)itol~s, are  nothing niore than 
ravines, descending suddenly to  a dreadful depth, bare solid rocks several liulidred feet 
in  height, o r  dark with wood, and apparently o r~ ly  formcd by the torrents which have 
worn a passage for themselves through these fearful passes. I n  such a country, cultiva- 
tion is difficult, nay, almost iinpossible ; small pieces of ground can alone be reclaimeil 
from the wilderness, and agriculture is carried on with unremittiug toil for very inefficient 
results. 

Every step as  we recede from the plains becomes more and more fatiguing, n~liile 
the faint-hearted woild look upon an advance as totally impracticable, it being necessary 
to  scramble along over rugged and rocky p:itl~ways, clinlbing a t  every step, o r  forcing 
a passage tlirorigh the beds of rivers, or trusting to some frail and perilous bridge, which 
 nus st be crossed before ano t l~cr  yard of the jouriley can be gained. 

VILLAGE O F  RIOHUNA, N E A R  D E O B U N .  

Moliuna is built upon a lligli ridge in the secondary IIilnalaya, stretching between 
the Tonse and the  Jumna,  wl~ ich  a t  this place is called Deob1111, and gives its name to 
the tract lying to the north-westward of Lantlour. The ridge itself is character i~ed by 
thz peculiar beauties of tllese mountain scenes, and presents a succession of rugged rocks 
piled grandly upon each other, entwined with lichens and creepers of every kind, a r ~ d  
affording a t  intervals large clefts whence spring the giant vonilers of the soil, inagni- 
ficent trees of immense girth and redundant foliage. W e  pitched our tents upon one of 
a series of teri.aces which, according to tlie mode of cultivation necessary to  be pursued 
on the steep fiides of these mountains, are  cut for the purpose of aff'ording a lerel surfice 
to the 11usLandman. 

The lofty, precil~itous, and allnost impracticable rocks above, are the Fdvoui.ite Ilaul~ts 
of the muhk deer, a denizen of tlrese mountains, wliicb is 11i~l1ly prized, and whicl~ 
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attracts the pursuit of l~unters ,  w l ~ o  climb the apparently inaccessible crage, risking life 

irnd linrl~ for the 1)url)ose of securing this valuable epecies of game. In many ~rarts of tile 
llinialayas, t l ~ e  lnusk deer untl the hawk u1.e the property of t l ~ e  etate, slid in Duesaller 
~ ~ i ~ ~ t i c u l w l y ,  and nrany otlrcr principalities between the Sutlej and the Jumna rivers, 

they are clai~rred l ~ y  the clrieftain, wlro gives a reward for tl~ose I,rought to hiln, wllile 
any 1)ersor1 corrvicted of lravi~rg otlrer\vise disposed of these regal tributes is liable to a 
Ireavy fine. 

'I'lre petty barons offbr Iiawks and musk-bags to the princes to wlrom t l~ey  are feudatory, 
and Inany of tlre assessed villages make up a deficiency in tlreir revelrue by presentirlg 
t l~e i r  musk-bags, wl~icli are received at  a certain valuation. Tlrey are sold t l ~ r o l ~ ~ h ~ ~ ~ t  
tlre l~illu, and are particularly vendible a t  the Rampoor fair, tlrc drug being exceedingly 
acceptable to those luxurious nobles, who can afford to mix it with the t o b ~ c c o  and other 
i~lgredients of the I~iyl~ly-lrerfun~ed chillu~n. Musk-bags  nay be purclrased of a good 
cluality, that is, toleral~ly pure, in the hills, a t  about ten or twelve rllpees each; but it is 
tlifficult to get the drug any wllere in its pristine state, and by the time it reacl~es tire 
~ ) l a i l ~ s ,  and travels to Europe, it  beconles a vile adulteration. The rrcstoozee, or musk- 
clcrr, is rather larger tl~arr the colnnlon red or ravine deer of the plains; its colo~lr is 
very dark l~ro\vn al~proacl~ing to black, a ~ ~ d  it iu disting~~islied by a peculiarity wl~icll it 
rer111irc.j a scie~rtific zoologist uncu~ately to describe ; the skin being covered witli a very 
singular texture, inore rese~nbling short soft t l ~ i n  quills than hair or fur, neither of which 
it can Le said to possess. I t  has tusks wlric11 turn downwards, and a aort of apology for a 
tail ; the ~ ~ n ~ s k - l ~ a g  orrly occurs in the male, and as t l~ere is little or no difference between 
the sexes, in size or figure, to direct the pursuit of the l~unter ,  a great deal of trouble 
is solnetiines taken to secure an animal, wl~ich, if a fenrale, proves valueless. Tlre flesh 
is eaten I J ~  the mount:lineers, but E t~ropra~lu  coi~sider it to possess too spicy a flavour. 

E ~ r ~ l i s l i  sportsmen often obtain a fair s l~ot ,  Lut tlre natives have another and surer 
metl~od of ' secur i~~g  tlre game. No sooncr is a n~usk-deer espied, than the people of the 
nearest village are inatle a c ~ ~ u a i ~ ~ t e d  with the circun~stance, arrtl t l ~ e  wliole po1)ulation are 
aroused l ~ y  the intelligence, and convey it with extraordir~a~y celerity to their next 
~ieigl~bours. Tlie country l~eing up, a cordon is formed rou~id the destitled victim, 
lleiglrts are climl~ed wlrich appear to be perfectly impractioable, and inen are to be set.11 
~erc l red  like eagles upon tlie steepest points and pinnacles. Tlle nio~nent that the whole 
party have taken up their position, the assault is commenced by lrurling down large 
fragments of stone ; and the deafening cries and shouts of tlie hunters so bewilder the 
affriglrted aninral, that he knows not where to turn. Meantime lie is wounded, tlre ring 
closes round him, 11e seeks vainly for some opening, and in tlre desperation of liis 
clesl~air nlould plunge lliadly down some steep abyss, but there also Ire is mocked by 
horrid sl~outs, and now, struck to the earth by some over*whclming blow, he sinks 
to rise no more. Tlie musk-deer are seldom met with lower than eight thousand feet 
al~ove the level of the sea : when taken young, endeavours have been ~natle to rear theln 
in a don~esticatetl state, but the attempt llae fiailed-they die speedily in captivity. 

Tlle Irawk of the Hiinalaya is very lligllly prized; it  is taken alive for the purpose 
of training, and carried do\vn into the plains for sale, where, if of the best description, 
it  fetches a high price, a hundred rupees, that is, ten pounds, being given for one of these 
cl~ivalric birds. 

Mohuna, tlle village in the neiglibourl~ood of our tents, is very beautifully situated, 
tile sites of tile small Ilarnlets of tliese mountain districts being generally judiciously 
situated, it would l ~ e  difficult, Iroweve~~, to make an unfortunate clloice, and the people 

L 
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seemed a quiet l ~ a ~ ~ m l e s s  race, happy in the enjoyment of the few necessaries whicll 
formed the sum total of their wants. The natives of these districts a re  good-natured 
obliging, and may be easily managed by kindness, by those who endeavour ratller to 
J l u ~ n o u ~ *  than to force them out of their prejudices ; a practice to which the mornfu1 
European is ra t l~er  too strongly addicted. The wollieli were particularly civil and kind- 
Iiearted; and indeed, from our earliest occupation of these hills, they have ~ n a l i i f i i s t ~ ~ l  ;, 
very amiable attention to the comfort of those white strangers who have iuvaded the Illoat 
remote districts. At first the appreliension of danger from persons of so extraordillary a 
colour, rendered them anxious to conceal themselves, but s1>eetlily discovering tllal i l l  
reality they l~at l  nothing to dread, they dismissed their fears, irnd calne forward with all 
tlie little services whicli their limited nieans enabled tlieiii to offer. In passing t l l l - 0 ~ ~ 1 ~  a 
village, the wonlen will frequently bring out, unasked, niilk and fruit for the refi-esIiinellt 
of the travellers ; and altliougll, according to the custom of all semi-barbarous cour~tries, 
they are  looked upou with great  contempt by the other sex, we found them gellerally 
Inore intelligent, as well as more conimunicatire, tllan the men;  an11 they are  c e r t a i ~ l l ~  
quite as industrious, taking their fill1 share, or even a greater proportion, of the manun1 
lal~ours of the field. A love of flowers seemed to be the niost elegant taste n~anifested by 
tlie people of these hill-districts ; they were fond of adol.ning thelnselves witli the wild 
garlands wliicl~ grew profusely arouncl. They did not appear to regard witli any deep 
feeling of admiration those splendid prospects so eagerly sought by the  lovers of the 
picturesque; and beyond those local attachnients wl~icli  render the inhal~itants of Iiill- 
districts niore unwilling to quit the lionies of their cliildren than any other race of people, 
they seemed to take little interest in scenery whicli tlirem 11s into raptures. Contrast is 
perhaps necessary for enjoyment of any kind, and it was inipossible to make  the111 com- 
prehend the motives that induce Englishmen to wander through strange lands for the 
mere purpose of seeing the country, and admiring the  prospects. 

In  every part of the Himalaya, which we visited, we were surprised by the  abundance 
of fruit trees, and berries of every description. In  some places the strawberries com- 
pletely carpet the ground, which appears crimson witli the ~ ~ ~ u l t i t u d i n o u s  offspring of tllis 
prolific plant. 'rlie neiglibourhood of every village absolutely teemed with the almonil, 
t l ~ e  peacl~,  tlie iipricot, the plum, aiid tlie cherry;  in  some places we found walnuts and 
cl~esnuts in great quantities. hIany deserted villages are now only indicated by the 
apricot trees which still remain to sliew " wliere once a garden smiled," and it is said that in 
consequence of their great abundance all over the country, scientific men find it  difficult 
to ascertain whether they are  indigenous to  the soil, o r  have thriven so luxuriantly in 
consequence of transplantation to so congenii~l a clinle. Tlre natives of the IIilnalaya 
frequently feed t l~e i r  cattle witli apricots, and obtain an oil from the kernels which is 
l~iglily esteemed t l~ror~gllout  India. I n  Caubool, a country niuch farther advanced in 
civilization and refinement, wliere the apricot also abounds, it is said to  be preserved ill 
fourteen different wags ; the  finest of these preparations finding a I-eady sale in distant 
kingdoms. In  India, particularly, the preserved apricot, having a n  almond substituted 
for the stone, is reckoned a great delicacy, and always figures a t  the banquets of rich 
natives. The cherry requires cultivation to rencler it  a n  acceptable guest a t  the dessert, 
but it makes excellent cherry brandy ; and upon the first occupation of the l~ i l l s  by the 
hrrvants of tlle Company, their friends in the plains were agreeably surprised by presents 
of apricot jam, cherry brandy, and sacks of walnuts. 

Sonre of our party, tliougli unprepared to imitate the native hunters in their pursuit 
of t l ~ e  ~ r ~ u s k  deer, took their gun6 in search of smaller game, following throug.11 an 
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alniost endless tlight of fields-wliicl~, from their very peculiar construction, have beell 
aptly described as a fitting staircase for the Titaus of old-the black partridge, t l ~ e  phea- 
ba~it,  and the Iiill-chikor. The former-named bird is in great favour, in consequcnce of 
i i~aking an excellent figure on tlie table, with the eojou~.ners of the I~i l ls ;  the male is tl 

beautifill creature, with a glossy star-spangled breast; he is to be eeen in all the grassy 
ridges wl~icli intersect the fields, and the calls of his  fellow^ may be heard on all s i d e s - a  
peculiar creaking note. The hill-clrikor also abounds, and of this species there are 
several vai-ieties, larger, but resemblirig in p11imag.e the red-legged partridges of France; 
it is also followed by its call, which bears a strong similarity to the low cluck of the hen 
of the poultry-yard us she leads out ller young brood. 

Marcl~ing nlong a country like that described in tlie accompanying plate, has a pic- 
turesque, and, not to speak it profiinely, somewl~at of a melo-dramatic effect. The zig- 
zag nature of the road, winding along the steep side of a mountain, affords curious views 
of the cavalcade : the niore active and adventurous niay Le seen advancing above with 
unabated vigour, the body of the servants and baggage toiling steadily on below, while 
still lower the rear guard, weary and straggling, follow " with fainting steps and slow." 
Tlie sighing of the wind t l ~ r o u g l ~  the trees, tlre call of a bird: or the murmuring of some 
far-of stream, alone breaks the solitary stillness, until, while absorbed in the sublime 
reveries wl1ic11 tlie scene is so well calculated to produce, we are suddenly startled by 
the crack of a rifle, fired by tlre iiiost determined of the sportsmen at  some wild animal 
presenting itself in too tempting a situation to be resisted. 

VIEW NEAR JUBBERAII.  

Tlie village of Jubberali lies to the north of the Mussoorec and Marma ridges, on the 
route froin the latter towards the source of the Junina. The llills at this place have t l ~ e  
regular Himalaya character, a three-quarter perpendicular slope, to a hollow, from which 
a t  once a similar hill strikes up. From the sumnlit of a neigl~booring promontory we 
obtained one of those striking views which so much delight the lovers of the picturesque, 
but which, though they fill the bosom with strange and thrilling emotions, would be 
unfitted for canvass. The pure white pyramid of one of the highest of the snowy range, 
towering in Ijold relief to tlie clear heaven, which it  seemed to touch, contrasted finely 
with the dark l~ills in front, yet with so abrupt a transition, that persons who never 
beheld so novel an efect,  would fancy any attempt to portray it, to be some wild 
vagary on the part of the artist. Indeed, it has been very justly remarked, that the 
most common Oriental sky is often thought to be an exaggeratioll, when its mellobvetl 
beauty is represented on paper or canvass a t  home, and yet no painting can afford a just 
idea of its peculiar glory. 

The skies of England, though not without their charms, and producing occasionally 
sonie fine effects, do not afford the slightest notion of this inountain l~eii~ispllere, with its 
extraordinary variety of colours, its green and scarlet evenings, and noon-day skies of 
mellow purple, edged a t  the horizon with a hazy straw-colour. I t  is impossiL1e, in fact, 

to travel through the Himalaya, without perpetually recurring to tlie rich and cl~angeful 
hues of its skies; every day some hitherto unnoticed state of the atmospllere producing 
some new effect, and calling forth the adn~iration of the most insensible beholder. 
This is particularly the case at  dawn; for while the lower world is immersed in the 
deepest shade, the splintered p i n t s  of the higl~est range, which first catch the goldell 
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rsy, msume a luminous appearance, flaming like crimson lamps along the heavens, for as 
yet they seem not to belong to earth ; all below being involved in impenetrable g1oo111. 
As the daylight advances, the whole of the c l~a in  flushes with a deeper dye, the grand 
forms of the nearer mountains emerge, and night slowly withdrawing her obscuring veil, 
a new enchantment decks the scene: the effects of the light and shadows are not less 
lleautiful than astonishing, defining distant objects with a degree of sl~arpness and accu- 
Isacy w l ~ i c l ~  is almost inconceivable: and until the sun is high up  in the heavel~s, tlie 
lower ranges of the lnountains appear to be of the deepest purple I~ue ,  while othe~.?;, 
tipped gold, start out from their dark  back-ground in bolt1 and wplenllid relief. 
A new alld sublime variety is afforded wl~en  a storill is gathering a t  tlre base of the snowy 
chasm, and dark rolling volu~nes of clouds, spl-eading tl~elnselves over the face of nature, 
give a n  awful character to the scene. 

Our day's niarcl~ to Jubberal~ was peculiarly agreeable; we had risen as usual with 
t l ~ e  sun, enjoying the sweetness ancl freshness of the mountain air, and, after a steady 
advance of some hours, ill mliicli a great part of our journey was performed, came to a 

beautiful spot, where we found our breakfast laid out, our people having gone 
forward, as usual, to  prepare it .  I t  was a platforln of rock, scooped by the hand of 
nature in tlie precipitous side of a shaggy mountain : above our heads crag piled itself 
n130n crag, t l ~ e  interstices being riclily cloti~ed with foliage, forest trees springing from 
the rifts, \r.llile creepers threw down their mild garlands to our feet. I n  front, ancl all 
around, we loolcetl upon a chaotic confusion of I~ills, some separated from 11s and fro111 
eacll other by narrow and deep ravines, and some running in long ridges, throwing out 
~vliat appeared to be endless ramifications. 

W l ~ i l e  seated a t  our repast, we observed another European traveller a t  a considerable 
distance, porl;uing the path which we had just trodden, and, having the day before us, 
we awaited liis al~proach. W e  found in this g e l ~ t l e n ~ a n  a very acceptable addition to  our 
party, he being well acquainted with the mountains, and having spent a considerable 
period in places out of the common route of the tourist, alld where, previous to his 
arrival, the English were only known by name. In  looking over the l~otes  of lily 
fellow-travellers, I found none so copious 01. iliteluesting as those which he made diiring 
his \~aritleri~igs t h ~ * o u g l ~  the valley of the Baspa, and, as they form a very agreeable 
variet,y to each day's itinerary, little apology need be nlade for inserting some interesting 
extracts in this place. 

" Tlte Uaspa derives its sourco from a lofty range of mountains, s l~ut t ing in the 
valley to wl~ich the river has given its nanie, to the east, and forming the  boundary of 
Koonamar, a small and fertile district, situated between the Sutlej and the Jumna in that 
direction. The Baspa runs nearly east and west in a stream of considerable volume, 
expancling occasionally over a broad bed of stone, and assun~ing a t  these times a tranquil 
character, as its sh:~llow waters glide cal~lily along. In  many places, however, the 
stream narrows, as it is girt in on either side by rocky banks, and then it  pursues its 
course n-it11 l ~ e a t l l o ~ ~ g  fury, rushing over its rugged bed in a sea of foam, and with ;L 

velocity wllicli tlefies all co~nparison. At length, three miles below Sungla its savage 
beauty is co~~~l) letecl ,  as, suclde~~ly contractil~g in breadth, it tbrces its passage through a 
frigl~tful cllasm, so I I R ~ ~ O W  as to admit of one of the rude native bridges being thrown 
across it ,  R I I C ~ ,  l~~l l l ld i l lg  from rock to rock, it flings itself in fearful torrents over the 
~ i g a n t i c  oljstructions \vliicl~ cliafe, but cannot delay it in its rapid flight. From this 
poiut, until it throws itself into the Sutlrj, its waters are perfectly ungovel.oable, dashing 
madly down a steeply inclined plane, awl for~riing cataracts as they leap over tlie ridges 
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of rock which continually cross the bed. The river gathers foam as it goen surging 
along, and wliile flinging up dense masses of spray, which descend %hin in silvery 
sl~owers, roars and rages terrific violence, sending forth wrtltl~fi~l ~ o u n &  like the 
angry messages of some incerrsed deity, wllicl~ tell of impending ruin. 

" Those who have braills and nerves to bear the frightful whirl, which may assail the 
steadiest Iiead, plant t l~e inse l~~es  on the bridge that spans the torrent, and frolll this 
point survey tlre wild arid awful grandeur of' tlie scene, struck wit11 adiniration tlt its 
terr-ific beauty, yet, even while visions of horror float before them, unal~le to withdrew 
their gaze. 011 the right, the snowy ranges shoot up their I~oary peaks to a treniendous 
l~eiglrt, while to tlie left the inferior chairis extend far and wide, shening an endless 
variety of forms, all clothed in a mantle of green, the luxuriant herbage darkening into 
forests of pine, and tlie whole fertilized by innumerable streams. Imagination, however 
vivid, can scarcely figure to the mind a prospect so grand and thrilling, aud the most 
gifted pencil would fail in the attempt to delineate its savage splendours : lying out of 
the conlnlon track, it is not often visited by Europeans, although perhaps no portion of 
the Hiiltalaya affords so many attractions to those who delight in conteml~lating the more 
\vontlrous works of nature." 

Arriving at  Sungla, our friend was just in time to be present at one of the religious 
festivals celebrated annually by the natives of the valley, a t  wliich, according to the c118ton1 
prevailing tllroughout Asia, a fair was also I~eld. The people who attended were congre- 
gated in a sillall plain about a mile from Sungla, having brought out their gods in whose 
Ironour the assembly was convened. They consisted of four images, two of Narayan, one 
of Nagus, 01- the snake god, and one of Budrinath : these were placed upon a moveable 
throne, not unlike the rat11 or car of Juggernaut, draperied wit11 gay-coloured tissues, 
and placed ul~on a circular platform of stone, whicli upon other occasions served for the 
purpose of treading out and winnowing corn. The images, thougl~ friglrtful enough, were 
less barbarous than soine wlricl~ are exhibited in tlie plains; eacli was furr~isl~ed wit11 a 
considerable numbei~ of faces, carved in gold and silver, and of no mean execut io~~.  They 
mere cro\vned with enorlnolis plumes of the silken hair of the cow of Thibet, dyed in 
purple and red, and profusely garlanded with the flowery products of the neigl~bouring 
jungles, many of great beauty and fragrance, and some of thesplendid blue which is the least 
comnion of the varieties wliich tlie floral wreath exhibits. Around these idols, nrc apolie of 
various kinds, and the ornaments belonging to the different temples, were piled, foruling 
altogether a most fantastic group, and shewing the perversity of the liumau ~uintl,  in 
preferring such grovelling objects of worship in a scene so strongly indicative of the 
power and grandeur of the Creator of all things. One of these monsters, w11o figured as 
the principal divinity, and who mounted eighteen Ileads, six of gold and twelve of silver, 
was I~onoured by the imperial cllattlia or umbrella, a mark of sovereignty said to have bee11 
bestowed upon it by a pious rajah, who having made a pilgrimage to one of the   no st 
sacred places in the monntains, brought away the im:lge of Nal-ayan,~~lrich now bears t l ~ r  
name of Budriiiatli in honour of his former residence. 

The religioi~s ceremonies consisted of a peculiar, frantic kind of dance, perfornlctl LJ- 
persons of both sexes, and of all ranks, who formed themselves into a rirrg, holding 
each othcr's hands, and moving round to the music which should have marked the time. 
This dance was led by one of' the chief attendants of the temples, who regulated the move- 
ments so~ne\vhat in the way of the conductor at  the Italian Opera, 11sing a silver-]landled 
cIiow~*ie, instead of the roll of paper;  and tlie musicians, who perforllled upon various 
instruments, all l l~ore or less barbarous, likewise made the circle with the dancers. Never 

nr 
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were deities welcomed with greater noise and cla~noul., or more horrid d i sso~~ance ,  l'imc 
and measure were equally set a t  nought, eucli striving to niake l ~ i ~ n s e l f  heard above the 
rest; drums beating, trunipets blowing, cymbals clasl~ing, lr~ixed with the sliriller blasts c~f  
the clario119, ant1 an indescribable twangling and jangling besides. S o ~ i ~ e  of the ins t ru~~ien ts  
were of co~~siderable  value, being formed of silver, and purchasetl by a subscript io~~ from 
the cliieftain of the nc ighbo~~r ing  district, and the inhabitants, who seemed to delight 
exceedingly in the noise, that reverberated in an astounding manner through the Iiills, 
returning upon the ear in prolonged echoes, which mould have been not unl~leasing 
at  a greater distance. 

As the dancers flagged, or deemed ~t expedient to allow others to take a share in tlie 
rites, their places were supplied by new performers, the ring being composed of about 
fifty persons a t  a time, of a very motley character-rich and poor, the ragged and the 
splendidly attired, joining together in great amity. Every body appeared in tlleil- best 
garments, and all were aclorned with flowers; but notrvitl~standing these beautiful c1eco1.a- 
tions, the cost:lme was any thing but attractive, while many individuals made a very 
sor1.y and squalid appearance. Many of tlie women Itad extremely long hair, but this 
n a t ~ ~ r a l  beauty, t h o ~ ~ g l l  plaitecl and adorned wit11 considerable care, had not the greater 
cliar~ii of cleanliness to recommend it ; tlie long black braids, descending nearly to the feet, 
were eurn~ounted Ly caps of black and scarlet woollen cloth, exceedingly dirty, alld raising 
tlisagreeable ideas in t , l~e mind. The wo~nen  wore silver and gold o r n a n i c ~ ~ t s  across the 
forehead, rich and fantastical, but not particularly becoming ; mid those who were wealthy 
enough, loaded then~selves with a great variety of tasteless incunlbrances-cllains and bells 
of precious metals, a profusion of ear-rings, and silver fringes pendent over the eyes, while 
their bracelets, ilecklaces, amulets, nose rings, finger rings, and clasps of various kinds of 
coloured stones, were innumeral~le. 

Yetticotits of woollen dyed in stripes, generally red and Llue, fornred the principal 
ga1.1ne11t of the women, and to this a boddice was added, sometimes of coloi~red chintz, 
the favourite material of the richer classes ;-the costu~rie which \voulcl have been pretty 
had it been cle:~n, and worn by persons of less offensive habits, being finislicd Ly a mantle 
folded gracefully over the left shoulder, and Fastened in front by a n  enormous clasp made 
of brass, grotesq~lely carved and exceedingly heavy, so~iie  of them weiglling nearly tn70 
pounds. 

Part  of the co~ilpany were of a very tatterdenlalion description, having little covering 
cscept of dirt, and such clothing as they had, hanging a l ~ o u t  them in shreds and patches. 
-Tl~is poverty-stricken appearance did not prevent them from meeting with a good 
reception, and tlle poorest and the dirtiest mingled freely in the dance, li~llring theniselves 
wit11 the rich and tlie gay, whose expensive clothing and supel-abundance of ornanlents 
contrasted strallgely with their rags. Contrary to the general custom throughout the 
Hiiilalaya, where every village sends out its t,roop of (lancers, there were no 
1)uI~lic lwrformers at tlris ~neet ing,  the whole promiscuous assembly assisting a t  the 
cerenlonials. The sceue was certainly animated and picturesque, the prineil)al group 
~ . e v o l v i n ~  round the centre, while others were scattered about, soine resting under the 
shade of ~ioble  walnut-trees, others lying down upon tlie grass, after the manner of the 
ladies and gentlenren depicted in the illustrations of the Decanieron. 

On on<) side, a belt-like range of wooded hills, backed by tlle Illore lofty I<ylnss towering 
ill eternal snow, forn~ed a part of tlie magnificent amplitlle;ltre, the open valley sloping 
do\\.n to the Baspa, ~ v l ~ i c h  went dashing and foaming along, s~~rol len and turbid nritll the 
lllelting of' tlrc i c y  glaciers allove. Worn out pe~~cllancc by the wasteful exertions of their 
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lungs, a sudden pause took place aiuongst the instruulental perfom~ere: the inatent 
the music ceased, the tlancers broke up, and the whole assen~bled niultitllde lllndC x 
siniultaneous rush to the qjot ill wl~icli the deities were enthroned ; the inllabitrrnts of 
each village, seizing upo~r their god, carried hi111 off without further loss of tinie; and 
t l r ~ ~ s  the wl~ole concourse dispcrsetl, as if Ly encl~antrnent. 

Beridirrg their steps to Sullgla, the party found the people of the village assembled in 
an open area in front of the telnl~le, dancing in the same order as before, that is, joining 
ha~lds,  and advancing and receding instead of making the round. They accolllpa~lied 
tlie~l~selves with their own voices, singing or rather chanting in a wild I J U ~  not unpleasillg 
inanner, colnpletely suited to the occasion : the females were the principal prforrnerli 
here, as well as in o t l ~ e r  places, the sex manifesting a great predllyctior~ to ~ r t a  wlriclr 
Inen, both civilized and uncivilized, so~ne t i~nes  regard wit11 distlaiu. I\Iearrtinrr l ~ o t l ~  
men and women indulged very fi-cely in the juice of the grape, drinking deep of t l ~ r  
wine, wliicli ia imbibed witliout scruple by these unortl~odox Ilindoos. Tlie dance, u!idcr 
these circulnstances, degenerated into a romping - match, which was kept up until 
st,rength and steadiness failed, ~ n a n y  measuring the glsound in a hopeless state of iutoxi- 
cation, w l ~ i c l ~  preveuted every effort to rise. 

Tlie village of Jungla is sn~a l l  and scattered, in conseq~~ence of fires, which on tw4.b 
sevelaal occasions conimitted great 11avoc amoug the I~ouses ; it is situated on the T l ~ i b ~ t  
side of the snowy chain, and, a t  the bas? of tlie range, a t  an elevation of nearlj. ~rine 
thousand feet above the level of the sea. The houses are constructed of stone nr~d cedar, 
tlie upl)er story overhanging the road in the peculiar nranner ~vlricl~ cl~aracterizes native 
arcl~i teci~ire  in the Hiiualaya. The air is I~unlid, a i~t l  u ~ ~ f a v o r ~ ~ - a b l e  to several kinds of 
cultivation, especially that of the gr:hpe, \vlr;cli is, Iion.e\-cr, extensivel!. growl1 irr 
Koonawar, for the purpose of niaking wine ; while o t l~er  intoxicating liquitls arc ol~tnined 
from different species of grain, the l~rocess en~ployetl I~r ing  vcrpy efective in p r o c u r i ~ l ~  
a potent spirit. A quantity of dough I~eing prcl~ar'ecl ant1 I~a!tetl, is in~n~ersetl in wootlcri 
vessels with lralf its weight of water, and buried in tlre earth for six days in the warllt, 
and nine days in the cold season. Another ingredient is then obtained from grain sowrl, 
and plucked up as soon as it  appears above the ground ; nrhiclr Leiug dried in the sun. 
and reduced to powder, is mixed with four ti~iics its \r,eigl~t of dough, and then boiled 
over a slow fire, when it  yields a spirit, wliicli is doubled in value if sul~niitted to the 
boiling process a second time. 

Peas and beans thrive very tolerably, l ~ u t  the turnip does not succeed so well, 011 

account of tlie quantity of rain n.liic11 falls a t  this place. The valley of the Uasl~a i.: 
considered to be without the influence of tlie ~)erioclical rains, but t l~ough not exposed to 
tlre torre~its whicli fall elsewhere, it  is visited by suc11 frequent showers, that tlie grountl 
is kept constantly wet. The tobacco, lilte all that is a t  present grown in the l~ills, is of 
an inferior quality; the natives improve it for smoking by a mixture of an illtosic:~tirlp 
drug, obtained froni the leaves and seeds of a plant mhicli exudes a glutinous substance: 
black cunimin is a product of tlie valley, which the cu1tivato1.s export to tlre plains of 
India;  alid two descriptions of dye are obtained from the Indian madder; the red sort 
is in great request, both for giving a vivid colour to the wool which is woven illto 
garments, and as a subatit~ite for the more delicate p~*el)arations of rouge used I!\- 
foreign belles. So efficacious is this root co~isidered in India as a beautifier, that tllcl 
wonien, w l ~ o  are anxious to improve their cliarms, sn-allow it uncler tlie idea 
illat it will I~e igh te~i  the complexion, and add brilliance to t l~eir  wlrole ol)l>enlnance. The 

fruit-trees attain, a t  this elevation, a very luxuriant growth ; and ~mlnuts ,  ~iectarincs, 
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and apricots, the latter especially, are found in great abundance. The kernele of this 
fruit form the principal fare of many of the neighbouring inhabitants, in addition to a 
kind of spinach, and tllc coarser descriptions of grain. 

T H E  VILLAGE OF NAREE.  

TIlere can be no doubt that the occupation of the Hi~ilalaya by the British, and t11e 
gradual introductioll of a more scientific method of cultivating the native products of the 
country, together with the development of its nuuierous resources, will tend greatly to 
illlprove the coldition of tlie liative inhabitants. Their poverty ie wholly the effect of 
ignorance, for though there are a great many 11atura1 disadvantages, against which the 
llllsballdnian must contend, yet a superior degree of skill, ancl a better acqoailltance wit11 
the principles of agriculture, would speedily counterbalance these drawbacks, ancl re~ lder  
tile soil quite equal to the support of a mucli larger population, while its exports nligllt 
be very ~naterially increased. The mountaineers, o r  Pullaries, as these hill-people :Ire 
c-alled, t l~ough  perhaps not equal in mental capacity to the inhabitants of the plains, 
eallibit no malit of intelligence, and may be easily i l~ade  to co~nprehencl the means of pro- 
curing additional comforts ; but there is one quality essentially necessary to rentler then1 
agreeable to their British visitants, which is unteacl~able-and that is, clea~lliness. 

I t  is extraordinary how very small a portion of the llunlan race seem to c o m p r e l ~ e ~ ~ d  
tile blessing of that cheap 1~x111-y attainable by all, and how difficult tt is to make people 
\tho have indulged in dirt  and slatternliness, to compi-ehend the offensive nature of their 
Ilabits, and to induce then1 to adopt a better system. Example appears to have no effect; 
the oltl Scottisll saying, " the clartier the cosier," if once establisl~ecl, remains an incorl- 
trovertible dictum, notwithstanding its obvious fallacy, since nothing can be more con- 
ducive to w a r n ~ t l ~ ,  as well as to I~ealth, than tlie cleansing of the pores, and the exrllangc 
of dirty garments for clean ones. 

Every march througllout the E1imalaj.a affords s o ~ n e  proof of tlie inveterntc nature of 
the preference manifested for dirt, and all its odious concomitants; and while admiring 
the picturesque appearance of the villages, the ingenuity displayed in the construction of 
tlie houses, and the convenient arrangement of some of the interiors, n e  were deterred 
from any tl~itlg approaching to close contact, either to nlcn or  dwellings, by the vermin 
and bad smells 1vhic11 invariably accompanied both. 

The number of houses composing the village of Naree is small, and tlle primitive 
hamlets of the Irill-districts do not usually exceed twenty-five or  thirty, the families 
I~eing in the same prol~ortion ; tlie advantages of division of labour not yet bcing under- 
stood, all the ~iieclianical arts belonging to one trade, are carried on by the same 
individual, who transmits his occupation to his descendants. T l ~ e  greater number of the 
~uountaineers call themselves Rajpoots, but they are unable to shew any legitimate claini 
to the title, so degenerate a race seldom springing from warlike ancestry. From what- 
ever circumstance it may be caused, they do not exhibit tlie intrel)idity, Iiardihood, 
and enterprise wl~icli usually characterize the people who inhabit alpine regior~s; but 
their ti~iiidity and apathy are not so offensive as their total \I ant  of sentiment. NOLU ith- 
standing the absence of refinement of feeling in the Hind00 character generally, tlie 
1)ecq)le of the plains manifest a high sense of honour: their marriages may be contracted 
\ \ i t l~uut  rchpcct to that ~llutual affection wllich seems so requisite for the security of 
t l o ~ l ~ c s t ~ c  hapl~iness ; but they regard female chastity as an essential, and, if not so easily 
roused to jcbalou*y az tlle hlohan~meclans, will not brook clishonour, ancl nil1 sacrifice 
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tl~emsclvcb, as  ell ii* tl~osc r~eilrcst and dearest to them, r;lt11er t l~an  8ee tlleir women 
clegradrd. In  the hill+, 110 sort of respect iu paid to the sex. Women are looked upon 
as exprl~sive articles, bince every man must p t ~ r c h a ~ e  his wife; and in o r ~ l e r  to diminisll 
the SIIIII s j ~ m t  ti11o11 the acqlliqition and the h~lpport of this domestic slave, four or f ive  
l~rotllrr, \\ill b(* content wit11 a revoltir~g ~~artncrsl l ip  in her affections. TIlc demand being 
so bm;lll, it ir ~ e n e r a l l y  supljosed that the infanticide c o ~ n n ~ o r ~  to many of the Rajpoot 
tribes is practised wit11 regard to daugl~ters, it being ditticult to dirl,ose of :r large family 
to advantage; a t  least, 110 satisfactory reason is given for the paucity of r c n ~ a l e s , - ~ l ~ ~  are 
not found unmarried in the houses of their parents, as would be the case if tlieir nun)- 
I ~ e r  Lore ally ljrollortion to that of the men. Such a wretched state of things cannot 
fail to retard tlte progress of civilization, whicl~ in all countries is ulore easily carried or, 
by means of the wornen and cllililren, who are of courbe influenced by theil. rnotllera, 
than by t l ~ e  atlult nlale portion of the community. Women, on account or the greater 
liveli~ress of their irnaginatior~s, are readily induced to adopt novel nrotles of tllinking, 
and, wllererer they are  in sufficient numbers to have any weight, will, notwit l~standi~~g 
every effort to depress and degrade tllen], obtirin a very consitlerable degree of influence 
over the other sex. 'Tllus, even anlongst the American Indians, the squaws, thouglr 
looked upon with contempt and disdain by their lordly mastera, have contrived to intro- 
duce many innovations, botll in religion and manners, in several of the tribes, wllich they 
have adopted from their European associates, while there are histories of the hrart to l ~ e  
found in t l ~ e  alinnls of the wildest and most barbarous of these untanred savages. The 
I-Iindoo of the p l a i ~ ~ s ,  tlrougll sunk in sensuality, occasionally evinces some finer feeling, 
and mill, in the pursuit of a romantic attachnlent, afford nlaterials for the poet; but 
notl:ing of the kind can exist amid a 1)eople who can neither understalld or appreciate 
the charm of fe~rlale purity; while t l ~ e  women, so long as t l ~ e  abon~il~able systenl of 
polygalny prevails, which has been fronl time i ~ n n ~ e ~ n o r i a l  established in the Himalaya. 
must remain in their present mretclled and most contemptible condition. In  speaking 
tlrus of the native character, we must deplore the nielancholy circumstances which have 
produced it, rather than inveigh against the people the~iiselves, on account of the inevit- 
nhle result of some inexplicable notions which  reva ailed in a remote antiquity, and of 
which they have never yet been taught the fallacy. I t  is impossible, in passing tl~rougll 
a foreign country, not to speak with reprehension of systems ant1 customs which militate 
against the ideas of persons farther advanced in morality and civilization ; but we ougllt 
to be cautious in our censures, to pity while we condemn, and, moreover, (when, as in 
India, \re have the ol~portunity,) to use our best endeavours to ii~troduce a better code ol' 
morals, and to try the effects of instruction, before we stigmatize a whole race as inimical 
to all improvement. The language employed in conlnlenting upon native vices of every 
kind, usually exhibits more of indignation, than of that discriminative justice wl~icli 
orlght always to accompany inquiries into ~ ~ a t i o ~ l a l  character. I t  has been truly said, that 
we have tllrown more odium on tlle faults of the natives than they deserve, and that il l  

our reprobation of crimes and follies, wl~icll we have little or no temptation to commit, 
we forget how often we err  on t l ~ e  score of benevolence, justice, courtesy, and charity, 
towards those who have so much right to expect all the Christian virtues a t  our htmds. 
Never, perhaps, were tlle lines of Hudibras more strongly exemplified than in India, 
since most certainly there, we 

Compound for sins we are inclined to, 

By damning those we have no mind to. 
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THE BRIDGE AT BIIURKOTE. 

In travelling through tlie I~ill-districts, we are continually surprised into a r e n ~ a r k  
respecting the changeful nature of the scenery on our line of marcli, und it is in~poszible 
to attenilrt to give even the niost brief description of the country, mitliout a consta~rt rrpcti- 
ti011 of the observations to which these sudden alterations in the 1:~ndscape give rise. T l ~ e  
t~-ansitions from lieat to cold, and vice versa, are frequeritly very sutlclcn, as we ascent1 
and descend ; sometimes dreadfully annoyed by the incumb~~tlnce of our  clotlles wl~ilt. 
passing through a deep and sunny \alley, and envying the freedom of our follo\vers, \she 
lnake no scruple of divesting themselves of every s u p e r f l i ~ o ~ ~ s  girrmerrt-anci a t  otllers 
shivering with colcl. 

The features of the landscape are subjected to eclnally striking  natations : a Ilortitl 
region of barren rocks, bare and bleak, wit l~out  a trace of vegetation, s i~~*n~ountc t l  by 
beetling cliffs frowning in unreclaiined sterility, afford a n  awful portraiture of desolatiou 
and fallline ; no living creature is to be seen in these dismal solitndes, neither bird nor 
beast intruding on tlie rugged ~vi ld.  The pass threaded, we niount soiue steep a ~ i d  ~*oclry 
pathway, and, gaining the sunimit of a ridge, loolc down for several I~undrecl feet LIPOII  

a tangled scene, trees scattering t l~e~nselves between the roclts, and an impetuous torrent 
running t111.ough them wit11 dash anil foam; anon, we emerge into green and s i n i l i ~ ~ g  
pastures, enamelled wit11 flowers and shaded by fruit-trees, and s l~owing some i ~ ~ t e r e s t i r ~ g  
memorial of tlie ingenuity and industry of man, such, for instu~ice, as the bridge a t  Bhur- 
kote, which is, in its way, a perfect specin~cn of the architecture of the H i ~ n a l a j a ~ ~  
engineers. 

When the stream is too wide to be spanned by single trees, the banks are  brought 
ilearly to a level by tlie m e m s  of stone buttresses erected on either sidc ; tliese are sur- 
liiounted by rows of stout beams, laid close to  each other, one end projccting about one- 
fourth of their length across the river, and the other secured to terra firma. Over thein 
another row of beams is placed, projecting still further, and supported by those below; 
and in this manner the sides are raised, floor above floor, until the vacant space between 
may be crossed by single planks. The mllole is very skilfully put together, neither glue, 
rope, 01. nails being enlployed; the absence of these articles, and the tools mliicll a n  
European worhulau would consider necessary for any structure of the kind, being 
supplied in a very ingenious manner by contrivances which are  quite sufficient for the 
purpose. Even the masonry is occasionally bound together with a frauiework of mood 
employed as a substitute for mortar, and so admirably managed as to give great strength 
m d  security to the fabric. Tlie platforn~ across is furnished on either side with rails; but 
although they a ford  some appearance of safety, the springing motion of the  planks, and 
the rapidity of the current which hurries along the rocky bed beneath, render considerable 
steadiness of brain necessary in crossing. Tlie bridge of Bhurkote is constructed of a 
species of larch, and the river is shaded by some very fine alders, which here attain a 
gigantic sizc. 

Our sportsmen filled their game-bags, after a very exhilarating pursuit of the furred 
and feathered race, most beantifill to the eye, and certainly excellent eating. The 
antelopes 1% lrich they succeeded in killing enlulate in speed the swiftest of their kind. 
At the slightest alarm they begin their flight, for such it  ]nay be called, doubling up 
their limbs close to the body, and bounding along with such graceful and elastic springs, 
that they scarcely appear to touch the earth, and seem to wing their way bird-like through 







the air. When closely pursued, the epeed increaser ; fleet an thowht,  they bound acrosr 
astonisl~irig distances at  a tinic, springing over very considerable heights, a ~ ~ d ,  but for the 
Fatal b t~ l l r t ,  would leave pursuit far behind, since horees and doge would have no cbnce 
against tl~ern. The n~onal ,  or hill-pheasant, a most euperb bird both in size and plrmegc, 
 afford^ a very acceptable regale for the hungry traveller; and though the fish of these 
mountai~l-strearus, usually the leather-mouthed kind, are not particularly g&, tlley 
form a ~velcome variety to the daily farc. Sometimes the shikarrees, native-huntere, 
bring in a wild sheep for sale in our camp; the specimens we have seen are l q e  animals 
with short horns, a i d  superior in tlavour to the common sort of tlie liille, a t  lemt we thougllt 
then1 so ; but gastror~omical opinions, given under the influence of sharp appetites in tl~rlie 
mountainous regio~is, are not always to be relied upon ae infallible. Wlieri too I I I I I C ~  

fatigued to enjoy a meal, or fiufferi~~g from heat or indispositio~i, we are apt to pronouuw 
tile miltton coarse, rank, or flavol~rlrss, which under other circumstances are should extol 
as the finest it  had ever been our fbrtune to banquet upon. The existence of wild sheep 
was not known until our occupation of these hills placed the matter beyond a doubt ; 
many flocks have establisl~ed themselves in inaccessible regions, wllere they tantalize the 
traveller by tlieir appearance upon some green slope, so effectually encircled by in~passablr 
ravines, as to defy the intrusion of man, and completely out of tlie reach of the eliot 
w l ~ i c l ~  many persong in niere wantonness would fire at them. 

VIEW NEAR KURSALEE. 

At our Ilalting-place near tlie village of Ozree, 011 the road to Kursalee, the iuniense 
assemblage of mountains, range swelling upon range, again forcibly brought the image 
to our n ~ i n d s  of the waves of a mighty ocean lashed into fury, and rearing their billows 
on high, until, suddenly checked by an all-powerful Iland, they ceased their wrath, and, 
stilled into sullen majesty, became gigantic masses of earth and rock. 'l'l~e clothi~lg of 
these hill-sides favours the idea, adding considerably to tlieir wave-like appearance, ant1 
presenting altogether a chaotic mass of wild and singular grandeur. 

Kursalee is a large and flourishing place, full of temples and brahmins, the latter- 
named gentry establishing themselves in great abundance near t l ~ e  scenes most in repute 
with the numerous pilgrims resorting to the sacred sources of the Ganges and J u n i u ~ ,  
from wliose pockets these wily priests contrive to pick a very pretty subsistence. Thr 
brahmins who are attached to the temples have certainly the best of it, for the numbers 
resorting to the hills for the purpose of making as much as they can of their sacred caste, 
render it necessary that some shollld toil for their support. Occasio~~ally we find then1 
populating a whole village, and settling down as cultivators ; and nrany w l ~ o  are not 3 0  

fortunate as to establish themselves as proprietors of land, travel to and fro from the hills 
to the plains, with jars of the holy water, which obtain a ready sale among tlie 1)ious who 
are unwilling or  unable to make the ~ i lg r image  themselves. During their journeys, the 
sanctity of the order is sufficient to procure board and lodging gratis; to refuse a meal 
to  a brahmin would, indeed, be a heinous offence, for which no punishment, either in 
this world or the next, could be considered too great. Sonie of the temples are said to 
have been miraculously raised by the gods tliemselves, and of course derive superior 
holiness from that circ~lmstance : they are adorned according to tlie revenues of the 
neighbouring devotees, with ornaments of various descriptions, musical instrtunents, and 
images of different degrees of value. 
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The horns of numerous species of deer are very favourite decorations, both of temples 
and tombs, the natives attacliil~g some peculiar virtue to these sylvan trophies, and 
l~elieving that they exercise a mysterious influence over their present ttnd future fortunen. 
I n  addition to the worship of the nunlerous deities ilitroduced by the braliniins of the 
plains; it is supposed a t  no very remote antiquity; the people of the llills have a very 
extensive catalogue of superstitions exclusively their own, performing religious worsllip 
to the symbolical representations of good or evil beings, which their inlaginations have 
invested with supreme power. The cow is, however, reverenced by the most degenerate 
followers of the brahminical faith ; and wlterl we first occupic~d tlie hills, the very poorest 
persons liave refused to sell one of these sacred aninialv to a purchaser of a different 
persuasion, even though he engaged to respect a lifc so I~ighly venerated, ant1 offered 
gold in excllange. 

Tlie sacred character of the cow does not secure it froin hard work, it  being employed 
in the laborious departlnellts of agriculture, in the same mariner pursued by the more 
orthodox Hindoos of the plains, but it is better treated, being fed and tended witli muc11 
greater care tlian tlie ill-used atriuial niocked by the worship of those who often prove 
cruel task-masters. 

Some fine pieces of land attached to tlie neiglibouring villages are wholly appropriated 
to tlie maintenance of the temples and their priests, and the images in sonie of these 
pagodas are remarkably well executed. Tlie five brothers of the Pandoo family, who 
make so conspicuous a figure in the cave-temples of Ellora, have a religious edifice 
dedicated to tlieln at  L a k l ~ a  Kundul, a beautiful village in this district, where is also to 
l ~ c  found a bullock cooclrant, of black marble, as large as life, arid sculptured by no mean 
hand. Our road to this lovely place, which deserves more tlian a passing remark, led 
through a noble forest, in wlrich the oak and the rl~ododendron mingled freely with the 
~ . ~ i n e ,  and on emerging froni these woody labyrinths, we came a t  once upon the Juuina, 
as it swept round the base of a lofty mountain, covered with wood to its topmost height. 
Presently we reached a little valley, oiir rnal*cli taking us along the side of gentle 
enlinences in a high state of cultivation, and there, shaded by a grove of fruit-trees, stood 
a temple, in one of the most beautiful situations imaginable, a n  opening between the 
neiglrbo~iring lrills affording a view of the snowy nionntains, and a cascade, which forms 
their welcome tribute to tlie plains. This valley, in addition to its natural beauties, wore 
a trim appearance, the evidence of human occ~ipation ; the apricots attained their largest 
size, and tlie enclosures of flowering hedge-rows were neatly kept. 

The scenery of the glen of the Jurnna is universally allowed to be exceedingly 
beautiful; some, however, of our party preferred that of the Rupin and Pabar  rivers, 
wherc tlie precipices close it1 over the gradually rising bed of the stream, steeper and 
still more grand at  every march, and where the forests which clot l~e the bases of these 
cliKs assume an aspect of more purely alpine character than those in their neighbourhood, 
the dark yews, cedars, and firs, and tlie silver birch, occurring in greater profusion than 
in the vicinity of Kursalee, tllongh a t  so much higher an altitude. I t  is difficult to 
decide Letween the various claims to beauty wliich these striking scenes possess. One of 
our fellow-travellers was particularly delighted witli a marc11 along a steep ascent through 
woods of oalc and rhododendron, wliich lasted a whole mile. Upon reaching the summit, 
an exceedingly grand prospect of the snowy peaks, from Bundurpooch to  he right, and 
Baclruncl~ on the left, was obtait~ed, the lower view being wide and varied, shewing the 
course of the Jumna to the south-west, until it was lost in a distant range. The moun- 
tain lie traversed was white with recent snow, but many of tlie surrounding peaks, which 





rose still l ~ i g l ~ e r ,  were, on account of their greater steepness and shaft-like summits, 
of the most deep and somlwe hue;  subsequently descending, we followed another beautiful 
tract of forest, of a perfectly new cl~aracter, the trees being ash, sycamore, Iiorse-chesnut, 
bamboo, and tlie wild pomegranate, wlricli ulrrc growing luxuriantly at  the elevation 
of six thousand eight hundred arid sixty-seven feet above the level of the sea. 

T H E  VILLAGE OF KURSALEE. 

This village, which ie well built, and wlrich stands a t  the height of seven thousand eigllt 
hundred and sixty feet above the sea-level, is one of the largest of the class usually foulid in 
the Himalaya, consisting of a t  least tliirty houses, with a populatio~i amounting to nearly 
three llundred persons. I t  is seated on a plain of considerable dimensions on tlie left bank 
of tllc rocky ravine which forms the channel of the Junlna, surrounded by an amphitheatre 
of mountains piled one upon another, some dark with rock and forest, and others shini~ig 
in all the b r ig l~ t  resplendence of eternal snow ; i t  is reached by an extremely steep and 
rough road, which presents a magnificent view in front. Althougl~ the winters are said 
to be very severe, and the temperature always rather low, Kursalee is a place not only 
of great beauty, but abundance, being cultivated into a perfect garden, well wooded with 
luxuriant fruit-trees, wliich, while they add uo much attraction to the landscape, are 
pleasingly associated wit11 ideas of wealth and conifort to those who live beneath their 
shade. 

The people of Kursalee have now Iwcon~e i~lucli accnstonlec! to the visits of EuropeaIl 
strangers on their route to tlle source of the Jumna, and it is the custom for the principal 
inl~abitants to come out to rneet tlre pilg~.iuis, of whatever religion, wlio pass tlirougli. T l ~ e  
Hindoos are exceedingly tolerant in their fiaitli, and are, generally speaLing, eager to 
extend the benefits to be derived fro111 their gods to every body who comes in their way; 
and though conversion is not exactly their object-for to be any thing but a pariah, t l ~ e  
follou~ers of B ~ ~ a h m a  must be born in the faith-desire to enlist votaries in his service. 
Accordingly all who choose to submit to it, are daubed on the forehead wit11 the distin- 
guislling mark of yellow ochre, denoting the peculiar thakoors, that is, the heads of the 
doctrine, to which they subscribe, some inclining to one sect, and some to another. The 
Hindoos in the service of European strangers joyfully avail themselves of this testimonial 
of their near approach to what they consider to be one of the most holy places in the 
world. Christian pilgrims dispense with the ceremony altogether, but \virile omitting 
any mark of respect to the pagan deities of the scene, it will be very long before the hill- 
people will believe that motives connected with science, or mere curiosity, have induced 
then1 to submit to the toils and dangers ah ich  religious zeal seems alone sufficient to 
surmount. 

At a short distance from Kursalee, the celebrated llot spring occurs whicl~ issues from 
the bed of a torrent that joins the Jumna at  a   lace called Banass. This torrent rushes 
from the cleft of one of the mountains wl~ich hein in a small valley, or rather dell, and 
rushes down in one unbroken volume fisom a 11eight of at least eighty feet : the 110t spring 
which issues from the base of the opposite mountain, and 111ing1es its waters with its 
colder but more in~petuous neighbour, is of a scalding description, and will not admit of 
tile immersion of the liand or foot for a single moment. The tlier~non~eter stands a t  14-1' 
when placed in the nearest part of tlie hot spring to its junction with the rock whence it  
flows. The water is pure and tasteless, but there appears to be sometl~ing ferruginous 
ill the spring, as the stones are discoloured, some being encrusted with a black s~ibstance. 

0 







111 a 11igl1 wind the frail k~ridge is so fearfully swayed, that even the mountaineers them- 
selves refusc to cross it ; Illany accidents of course occur; but tllat they are not more 
nulrierous is wonderful, considering that not men only, but baggage of varioue kill&, is 
corrveyed across. Our  Mussulman servants, and the people from the plaine, looked ul,oll 
these tottering sanglias witli great I~orror, and a seuse of shame, s11d tile d r e d  of our 
ridicule, alone inducrd t l~enl  to attempt the l~assagc. Not 11articipating in our deliglltc.d 
admiration of the romantic cliaracterv of the scene, they had not hi^^^ but a point of 
1101lour to console then1 under it6 terrors 

I t  is not every European who goes forth froill tlre hill-stations ou an explori~~g 
expedition, that fillfile Ilia original intentions ; many find the difficulties and dangers of 
tlie c t ~ t e r p ~ ~ i s e  too great to be con~pensated by tlre wild bcauties of tlie lar~dtical~e, and 
turn back, some on the very tllreslil~old of tlle undertaking, and othera before they have 
proceeded half-way. W e  were obliged to dispense with our ponies at  a certai~i point, ant1 
they were sent away under proper care to an appointed  lace, wlricl~ nre intended to 
pass on our jor l rn~y to S in~lah ,  where they would be available. We did not make any 
extraordinary use of our j l~a inpar~s  either, performi~rg the greater portion, and all the 
perilous parts of our journey, on foot. W e  were now r~earing the source of the Jumrra, 
and though the ascent of its wild and rocky valley was any thing but easy, we moved 
forward steadily and witli unabated ardour. The cold in the early part of our march 
from Knrsalee mas excessive, the thermometer in tlie shade being below the freezing 
p i n t ;  but our exercise was of a de~cr i l~ t ion  to render the circumstance of little 
importance. 

The glen of tlie Junrna became narrower and narrower at  every step, and the preci- 
pices on cither side steepcr, Inore lofty, and of a still uiore awful character. The 
brahmins, who never fail to make bome advantage of tlieir sacred calling, volunteered 
their services as cicerones; we Irad our own coolies besides, who having come a b r  
witli us, of course determined to avail themselves of all the benefits of the pilgrimage; 
together wit11 a numerous train of fakeers, wlio are always ready to travel a t  the 
clleapest rate, and regarded the burra buxies' great present, which the head bralrr~rir~ 
would receive from us, as a sufficient reniuneration for the whole party :-thus nre 
mustered strong. 

U p  we went, emulating the monkeys as nre scrambled upon hands and knees with 
every p s s i b l e  co~~tor t ion  of body, while clinging and climbing the very steepest ascent 
that it seemed possible for liuman beings to achieve. Upon gaining a breathing-place, 
we found that we had reached a spot accounted very lioly, being the portal as it were to 
the sacred source. A small shrine or temple is erected a t  this place, dedicated to Uhyran~ 
Jee,  and called Bhyram Ghati, and here we found a bralimin ringing a bell ; we paused 
to recover our breath, and to survey the prospect, which was inexpressibly grand. The 
glen of the river lay under our feet, and we could trace the lofty ridges wliich enclose it 
nearly as far as the plains. Opposite, bare and bleak precipices arose, rearing tlieir lofty 
and sterile peaks to an astonishing height, while to the north-east we caught a view of the 
western angle of Bunderpooch, glittering in snow; and nearly ill front, immense masses 
of frozen snow, whence the Jumna derives its source, were piled in icy grandeur. 

While recovering our breath and enjoying the prospect, tlre devotees of the party 
employed themsel\~es in gathering the flowers which adorned tlie wild and desolate 
spot, as a n  offering a t  the shrine. The difficulties of tlie approach preclu~lerl the pious 
architects of this place fi.0111 any great attempt, and this altar is in consequence of a ve1.y 
rude description, being nrerely a collection of loose storles, put c111rnsil~ together, and 
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ellclosing a few wretched idols of the most trumpery descriptioa. Strange it is, tllut men 
having so grand a s l~rine,  so wonderful a tclnl)le, n ~ a d e  by tllr Deity I~iniself, in the n ~ i d s t  
of the subliniest portion of his creations, sliould disregard the fitness of the scene For that 
illstinctive lioinage \vllich the least religiously inclined person must pay to the mighty 
Author of tlie surrounding wonders, and stoop to offer adoration to the mishapen works 
of his own hands. 

Though the distance from Kursalee to Jumnootree is only eight miles, the difficulties 
and dangers of the route render it  a very arduous journey. Froin 0111. last resting-place, 
Bl~yrani-ghati, we scrambled up and down, son~etiiiies finding notlling but a r~otclicd tree 
for a path, and wandering backwards and forwards tllrough the river, which was very 
cold, as either side offered the better fooling ; occasionally traversing the projectillg storles 
arising froni the midst of the stream. This devious way led us to  a series of exceedingly 
beautiful cascades, the Junina being in sollie places joined by tributary streams tulnbling 
from immense heights, the precipitous masses of rock on either side attaining a still 
greater degree of nobleiiess arid grandeur. Completely shut in by these inountair~ mnges, 
\vhich rose abruptly on both sides of tlie narrowing stream, we could only catch glimpses 
of the snowy peaks beyond. The course of the river a t  this place is indeed a mere cliasiii 
cut  in tlie rock, and worn by the action of the water in its coutinual flow. I11 some places the 
solid rocks on e i t l~er  side run up in a perpendicular height, rendering the opening as narrow 
at  the top as at  the base, and forming a dark pass, the foliage of the trees springing fi-on1 
clefts, and sllallow beds of earth meeting a t  tlle summit. At  each step tlie pat11 becau~e 
inore difficult and laborious ; deep pools obliged us to mount to  the top of a precipice, 
and to leap down again from heights too steep to be mastered in any other way, while 
there was some danger of precipitation into the rapid waters boiling below. Then we 
clambered up loose fragments of a gigantic size, which seemed to have fallen from above 
purposely to block the way, and anon scrambled through a sort of sea of crumbling stones 
bedded in quag, and exceedingly difficult to pass, wl~el-e the trees, occasionally laid along 
to serve as a pathway, are wanting. 

S O U R C E  OF T H E  J U M N A .  

Ry dill1 of untiring perseverance, and no small exertion of bodily strength, nre a t  last 
found ourselves on the confines of eternal snow. As we approached Jumnootree, which 
is not accessible until the m o n t l ~  of May, we found the  river gliding under arches of ice, 
through which it had worn its passage, and a t  length, these masses beconling too strongly 
frozen to yield and fall into the current, the stream itself could be traced no l o ~ ~ g e r ,  and, 
if not a t  its actual source, we stood a t  the first stage of its yor~tliful existence. I t  is quite 
impossible to prevent a feeling of exultation fro111 springing up  in  the mind, a t  the c o w  
pletion of a pilgrimage to a place so deservedly celebrated ; an enterprise \vhich few 
people have an opportunity of achieving, and still fewer the nerve to  undertake. W e  llad 
cleen~ed it impossible that  tlle awful grandeur of the preceding scene coulcl have been 
I~eightelietl, yet standing on t l ~ e  snow whicll now conipletely covered the bed of the rivel; 
and bel~olding it froni the place wlleilce i t  emerged, we were as much struck with tile 
sublimity of the landscape, as if we lrad come up011 it  suclderlly and ~ v i t l ~ o u t  previous 
preparation. Tlle glen is not more than thirty or forty feet i l l  widtll, and the rocks on 
either side are of the noblest din~ensions, and cro\vned wit11 dark luxuriant foliage, wllile 
the inipenetralle region beyond-solemn, iiiajestic, and \vorltlerfi~lly beautifi~l-scen~s abso- 
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lutely to strike upon the eoul, so strange are thc aensations which it produces in the 
c r a v i ~ ~ g  h a r t  of Inan, as it defics the farther intrusion of hie adventurous footsteps. 

'l'l~e most holy spot iu found up011 the left bank, where a mess of quartz and silicious 
scl~ist rock sends forth five hot sl~riugs illto the hed of tlre river, which boil and bubble 
at  a furious rate. When mingletl with tlre icy-cold stream of the Jumne, these smoking 
springs for111 a very deligl~tful tel~id 11:ttlr, and the pilgrinrs, after dipping their hands in 
the hottest part, pcrfornl much nro1.e agrceal~le al~lntions, where the temperature offera 
tlre desiral~le nredi~rm bet\rcen tlrc scalding water above and the cl~illing stream below. 
I t  is 11sun1 wit11 t l ~ c  clevotees to ~ n : ~ k e  an orering ol' lnolley to the divinity of the river, 
an of i r ing  whicl~ of course finda it.; way to tllc poclcet of the ofticiating priest, who prays 
ovtxr the l~a t l~crs ,  and marks t l ~ e l l ~  ,111 t l ~ e  forchcatl i l l  tile n ~ o s t  orthodox Aslrio~r with the 
s:icred mud of the place. - 

European travellers pay the tax, fbr tlley fi.c.1 that they owe something to t l ~ c  brahmin 
for his attendance; but they, a t  leaat those who are acquainted wit11 the prevailing feeling 
of lire Hindoofi, dispense with t l ~ e  dislingr~ishing badge of idolat~.ous worship, and make 
no scruple of standing beside tlre lroly spring wit11 their shoes on. The approach with 
bare feet is an acknowledgment of the sanctity of tlrc place, which no Chriutia~~ ought to 
give, and the natives of India do not insist u])on it f'rom those who differ from them ill 
religious belief, preventing them only from penetrating to the interiors of a few temples. 
I f  we offer an insult to the religious feelings of a Hindoo by refusing this ~narlc of respect 
to their deities, we ought to remain at  the distance from their sacred places, 
sincc it has been very j~lstly rem:~rlced, that no native would understand why a Cl~ristian 
should take off his shoes, 01- in :In? otlrrr way mark the I~olinc~ss of any particular spot. 
onless he really considered the spot to be Iloly.* 

The Ireight of tlre snow I~cd at Jun111ootre is a l ~ o l ~ t  ten tho~lfiand feet, and in the 
mont l~  of October, when all t l ~ e  s ~ t o ~  tlrnt evrr melts is melted at this place, it is possible 
to advance so~newl~a t  nearer to the real sollrce than at  any o t l~er  period of the year. 
Crossing the snowy bed wlrc~~ce the water emerges at  J~~mnoot ree ,  is a work of some diffi- 
culty, and wheu accoml)lisl~ed are find that tllc infknt river is divided into three streams, 
each forming a separate waterfall, and flo~ring over steep green hills. The lower of these 
are s u r n ~ o u ~ ~ t a b l e ,  but with great difliculty and sonle danger, as the stones are loose, and 
slip from under the feet : in process of t in~e,  how eve^., we may look forward to such an 
inlprovement in the roads of these I~ills as will allow t,lle traveller to reach the utmost 
extent which human means can render possible. 

Those persons w l ~ o  have p~*oceeded as far as the present c~rcumstances will admit, 
that is, about a mile beyond Jumnootre, have asrertained that the most direct stream 

It  may be, perhaps, necessary to stale, tilat io  making these observations there is I IO  w i r l ~  to countenance the 

disdain of native opinion, rvhicl~ i t  is, but too frequently, the prnctice of E u r o p c a ~ ~ s  to display. hlany, who from their edu- 
cation and i~~tel l igence s l~ould know brttcr, insist  u p o ~ ~  forcing llleir way with their shoes on in to  places co~isidered l ~ o l y  
by  the Hindoos; a wanton act of sacrilege, For a l ~ i c h  there is n o  ercusc : nll that is here advocated, is a detcrnlinatiol~ not 

to she\\. a degree or homage \ r . l ~ i c l ~  is liable to ~ni.intcrpretation, nnd to keep ;tloof f r o n ~  places w l ~ i c l ~  involve an  ack~~~w- 
ledgnlent of reverence to pagan gods. There is glwnt reason to (ear tha t  tlie i110ux of European travellers to the llills is 
doing much to impress the natives 01' t l~ose  districts wit11 the same opinion w l ~ i c l ~  t l ~ c  I ~ n u g h t y  superciliousness, arrogance, 
and c o ~ ~ t e m p t ~ ~ o u s  conduct, too characler i~t ic  of A n g l o - I n d i a ~ ~ s ,  I1a1.e rendered so prevalent i n  the plains. Instead of exert- 

ing the superior k~~owledge ,  virtue, wisdon~, science, &c., of r\11icl1 we make so great a vaunt, i l l  gaining the respect of, and 
affording an example to the less lortunale people of India, we disgust them by the  display of all our bad qualities, while 
they cannot poasibly, by intuition, know that  we hove any good ones. Few, indeed, there are who regard tile estimalion 

in  %vl~icli  they m a y  be held by the natives, caring not a fartl~ing xv l~n t  "those black felluaa" m a y  th ink  of tlle111 i a ~ ~ d  yet 
t l~e re  are no better judges of manners. 

r 
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of the river does not arise from any part of Bundurpoocli, but from the range tl~tlt  runs 
off it to tlie westward. As we stand a t  Jumnootree, these sinall strernis are  perccptiblt! 
before their jullction into oile fall, which loses itself under a mass of s ~ ~ o w ,  whence it 
issues near the hot springs before mentioned. 

'rlie forest stretches a t  least fifteen hundred feet above tlic s ~ ~ o w y  bed of the Jullllla, 
before vegetation is eutirely forbidden by the frosts of the giant heights beyond. The 
geologist niay make a very interesting collection a t  J u m ~ ~ o o t r e e  ; beautiful s p e c i ~ l i ~ ~ ~ ~  
of garuet, shorl, and tourmaline cl.ystals being to be found : tliere is a consitlerable 
quantity of talcose gneiss rock, but tho greater prol)ol-tio~~ is a coarse g ~ ~ e i s s ,  wllile 
tlie granite suniinits of the niountaiii peaks rise to the lieiglit of tell thousancl feet 
above. 

The brahmin who accon~panied tlie party \\.as a good-looking, i~~te l l igen t  man, who 
had made the pilgrimage very f reque~~t ly  before, in col i~pa~ry wit11 other European tra- 
vellers, wl~ose luotives i11 perfor~uing the journey lie can now pretty well c o r n p r e l ~ e ~ ~ d  ; 

and the congratulations which he offered upor1 the a c c o n ~ ~ ~ l i s h i ~ ~ e n t  of our toilson~e and 
perilous mtlrcl~, wei t  of a different character to those bestowed upon tlie pious, who had 
the greater satisfaction of feeling that they had found the way to heaven. 

After we had indulged in the gratification whicli the  sublime prospects of this inte- 
resting place afforded, we p~*oceecled to satisfy some of the cravings of appetite, w l ~ i c l ~  
had very forcibly reminded us of our terrestrial nature. W e  niight have caught and 
cooked our fish in the same stream, had we not been otherwise provided ; but one of tlie 
first things which a native of India undertakes, a t  a halting place, is to k ~ n d l e  a fire, and 
conlmerlce the preparations of tlie nieal. Some of tlie Hindoos, who had brought rice 
with them, boiled it  over the hot springs, by enclosing the grain in a clot11 which they 
tied to tlie end of a stick. I n  tlie vent of tlie princi1)al spring, wllich issues wit11 great 
force froni a fissure in the rock, the  teniperature of the water is about lWO, wl~ich at  
tliat elevation is near the point a t  which wirter is converted into steam ; and a t  tlie same 
time tlie mercury, when placed in tlie Led of tlie river, lias bee11 1i11omn to sink as low 
as 37'. The water itself is exceedingly pure, transparent, and tasteless, witllont any 
kind of sulphureouu sniell. There are several liot s1)rings to be fount1 a l o ~ ~ g  tlie course of' 
the Junina, for which, according to general belief, Llie traveller is indebted to an 
exceedingly pious person, fa;oured by tlie gods wit11 the gift bf causing hot water to 
flow wl~encrer  lie found tliat of the river too cold for the comfortable performance of 
his ab lu t io~~s .  

After invigorating ourselves wit11 a tlue proportion of food, we prepared to set forth 
u1)oii our return. The prospect of the difficulties which it  111ust be our fate to encounter, 
in getting back to Kursalee, were rather dispiriting, being niost a s s ~ ~ r e d l y  equal, ant1 
perchance still greater, tlian those wliicll we had surniountecl upon our approach. 
111 the courfie of the d:iy's jo~irney we crossed the Junina illore than t l~ i r ty  tirnes, ant1 
having to slide down the places wliicli we had previously s c r a ~ ~ ~ b l e d  up, and to leap 
Inany gaps wliicl~ llad been inore easily passable on the other side, it mas necessary to 
somnion all our energy to the task. Tlie spots on which we occasionally rested offered, 
ill their soft loveliness, a Illeasing contrast to the rugged horrors of nlany portions of th r  
scene-the beautiful ~ ~ i i n g l i n g  wit11 t l ~ e  sublinle. Son~etinies we seated ourselves 1~po11 
b a ~ ~ k u  of violets of tlie ~.icliest blue, arid surrounded by luxuriant vegetation of fruit ant1 
flowers, the strawberry spreading itself far and wide, and raspberry, blackberry, and 
black currant busl~es forming a perfect garden. Anotl~er  turn of an angle brought us 
alniost in iinnretliate contact wit11 the snow, \rliicli in sonie places lies sniootli and hard, 
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Having recovered from the fidtigues and brgises attendant on our journey to the 
aource of the Jumna, to the great disnlay of a portion of our followers, we detertnincd to 
proceed to Gungootree, whence t l ~ e  sacred Ganges takes its rise. T l ~ e  nearest route 
from Kursalee to Gungootree may be traverseil in four days, but tlie natives a l rays  
endeavour to dissuade travellers from taking it  a t  any season of the year; r e c o n l n ~ e ~ ~ d i n g  
in preference a lower, more circuitous, and tl~erefore longer way. The more direct road 
leads over a great arm of the Buudurpoocli mountain, w l ~ i c l ~  separates t l ~ e  valleyh, or 
rather cliannels, through which tlie sacred rivers 11urry from t l l e i ~ ~  icy birth-placr. 
The greater part of this tract is desert, and uninllabited, conducting the wayfiller 
through regions of rock and snow, destitute of tlie dwellings of man, or of supplies for 
his use; there is danger also that fuel may be wanting for that necessary solace to t l ~ r  
weary, a blazing fire, while the necessity of dispensing with every thing like supcrHuou~ 
baggage tnust oblige the party to rest a t  niglit in caves a t ~ d  clefts of tlie rock. 

Atuid the most forlnidable evils reportecl of this ~ ~ o u t e  is tlle bis-ku-liozun, or poison- 
ous wind, said to blow over the higllc?st ridge, and to exhale fro111 noxious plants 011 the 
borders-a very natural supposition anlong a racc of ~)eolde igt?orant of t l ~ e  effects pro- 
duced on the atn~osphere a t  so great an elevation. Yit>lding to t,lie universal cl:rt~~our, 
we consented to take the longer and safer path ; but some friends, who were obliged t,o 
forego the journcy to Gungootree, crossed illto thc valley of the G:~nges by a very 
difficult and rolnantic route. After parting colnpany a t  Banass, they descended to the 
banks of the Bhim, a roaring torrent, rushing bcncat l~ precipices upwards of two thoo- 
sand perpendicular feet froni the river; the ei~glcs, wheeling througl~ tlie slcy froin their 
eyries near the sumniit, appearing not larger than crows. The ascent then lecl over 
a mountain covered with cedars, a noble forest, not uncheerful, thougli tnarlied with 
sombre grandeur. 

The next day's march conducted the party along tlie banks of a torrent which poured 
down the face of a mountain fi*om a bed of snow near its sunlu~it.  'l'lie day was cold, the 
grouud hard wit11 frost, but tlie air bracing, and the scenery wild and u~agnificent. A long 
and toilso~ne ascent over U~ic l~ i -g l~a t i  followed : scra~nbling up the bed of a stream over 
rough stones, rendered slippery from being cased in ice, they reaclred the linlit of the 
cedar-forest, and subsequently came to birch and small rliododcndron. The scene 
then assumed a very wintry aspect, and soon every thing like foliage was left behind; 
attailling the crest of the pass, which was covered with snow, and at  an elevation of some 
hundred feet above the limit of the forest, on looking back on Buildurpooch, Duti 
Blanji, and Bachuncha peak and ridge, few scenes of more subl iu~e grandeur could be 
found tlrroughout the wliole of these stupendous regions. The. prospect of range after 
range to the south and east was very extensive ; an ocean of ridges in one wide a ~ n l ~ h i -  
theatre, closcd in by the line of the snowy mountains resting their fantastic peaks against 
the dark blue sky. Below, the course of the Bllagirati coulcl be traced, mllicll, after 
issuing from its gigantic bed of snow, rejoicing in its escape from the wintry mountains 
and their rugged and awful approaches, flows in tranquil beauty through a peaceful valley. 
In descending t l ~ e  soutli-east side of the pass, the birch which had clotl~ed the previous 
path gave place to pines and evergreen oaks, which grew in great abundance in advance of 
the cedar ; the rhododendron, wl~ich near the crest was merely a creeper, l~ecame a tree, 
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a change in the nature of vegetation marking the different hcights, is 
it~teresting to the traveller. 

The t l esce~~t  of this mountaii~ to Nangkng was long and painful, and to Europecrll~ 
a uew ruote, the generality of tt-avellcrs crossing the ridge f r o n ~  the Jumua to the Ganges 
c!itl~er Iliglrer up or lower down ; but the next day's march compensated for all the 
fatigue incurred in its approach. Descending to the Bini-ke-Gi~rh, a torl-el~t ruBIIing 
tlowr~ a lrigll ritlge to tlre northward, t l ~ e  glen which it Iratered proved of surpassing 
beauty ; r ~ o t l l i ~ ~ g  could exceed the loveliness of the foliage which clothed this surrr~ner 
valley, 01. ratlier vista; for, opening on a view of the precipitous heights of the Unclli- 
gl16ti, it contrastetl its ro~rlantic attractions with the subli~ner features of tile mountains 
l)eyortd. Reacliing the junction of the Rini and the Bhagiratl~i, the lloly llanle given to 
the sacred river, tlte travellers found the Ganges a noble stream, much wider and deeper 
than the Jumna at  the same distance from its source, but ~ ~ o t  so tumultuou~. 

Descending to Nangfng by a different route to that mentioned in t l ~ e  foregoing 
notes, wc also were compelled to encountel- niany difficulties; thp prospects, however, 
repaid them. Equally grand, though different in cltaracter to tl~ose last describetl, a t  a 
very cousidera\~Ie depth bclow, we looked L I ~ J O I I  a cultivated sceue, the hanging ter- 
races, common to these hills, waving \\,it11 grain, and watered by ~rint l i~rg streains, and 
running along the bases of high woody ~.idges, someti~nes shooting up illto peaks, 
crowned with pine-trees. Beyond, again, were the eternal moui~tairts, ill all their 
varieties; snow resting on the crests of soine, others majestically grouped wit11 
venerable timber, and others bleak, bare, and barrcsn, rising in fro\vning n~ajesty 
from the greel1 and sun i~y  slopes \rliicl~ siniled I~elom. 13etween these different 
ranges, ran deep ravines, dark wit11 iinl)eiietral~le forests, rendered niore sat7a,ze by tlte 
a\rful music of the torrents roariirg tl~rough their fasfncaacs, \vl~ile l)r.escr~tly their 
s t rean~s,  issuing forth into open tlicy, were seen winding round green spots bright wit11 
fruit-trees. Suclt, 01% ne;~rly such, for every traveller sees thein unrler n different 
nicdiuni, were the prospects which beguiled us as we slipped and slid down the sleep side 
of the mour~tain pass. Nangkng fo~snled our halting-place ; several days' inarch atill lay 
before us; and there were more ~nounta i l~s  to climb, more forests to tl~reatl. We now 
observed a diversity in tlie tinil~cr, chesnuts of n~;~gnificent being the prc,vaili~rg 
tree. 0 1 i r  sl)ortsi11~~11 fo1111cI 1)lentj of game : the monal, the feathered wonder of the 
liinlalaya, and other yarieties of the pheasant-tribe, peopletl these vast solitudes, and paid 
tribute to the gulls of the invading strangers. 

We luet wilh sollie delightfitl halting-places on the line of ntarcl~-~ra.js~. terri~ces 
carpet" wit11 strawberry a ~ ~ d  wilt1 Ho\rers, wl~ere the cowslil~, the prin~rose, a ~ ~ d  tlre 
b~lttercup Lrougl~t the pranked-out fields of our native country strongly to the ii~ind. Many 
of the t~xvellers in the Hinialaya are n~ovecl even to rapture at the siglit of the tirat 
tlaisy \r,l~icli spt.ing.; spontar~c~ously on their path ; as an exotic i n  some pardell of the 
plains, it excites dety emotion, Lut growing wild, spangling the meaclo\r-gtsass wit11 its 
silvc1.y stal,,G, it Leco111t.s i~~firritcly illore i r l t e r e s t i ~ ~ ~ ,  and the home-sick pining exile will 
ofter~ g n t l ~ ~ r  its tsarliest-e~~counlered Llossom weeping. 

L e a r i ~ ~ g  t l~ i s  luxuriant vegetation, mr arrived at a wilt1 spot, the sunln~it  of ridge or 
coveretl \villi slro\r; imd thougl~ the prospect was nrore eircun~scribed, ant1 of 

greatel s;llllel1ess, we enjoyed it a n ~ a z i l ~ ~ l ~ .  We seemed to be Ile~r~metl iu on all aides 
\rith tllick-ril)l,ed ice, t ransl~o~~tet l  to a~~tal.ctic sno\rs, inlprisoned anlid icebergs, vast, 
flueezing, a ~ l d  i~i i~~assable .  Presently, however, we e ~ n e r ~ e d ,  and, descending tllrougll the 
snow, reacl~ed the b o ~ ~ n d a r y  line Let\veeti the districts of the Junlna and the G u t ~ ~ e s .  

U 
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Tlie extreme limit of t l~cse river territories mere ~ n a r k c d  in the manner usually enlployed 
in rude and desolate places, by heaps of stone-many raised by Europeans, who thue 
commemorate tlieir pilgrimage. These cairns being destitute of an i n ~ c r i ~ ~ t i o n ,  it is inl- 
possible to say who the adventurous arclritects were, since no European ~ialiie has any 
chance of being retained in its primitive for111 by a native. 

The next point of great interest is the s u ~ n m i t  o f a  ridge whence the first view of the 
Ganges is obtained ; a sight which never fiiils to raise the drooping spirits of the IIiIldoo 
followers, and which excites no s n ~ a l l  degree of entliusiasrrt in the breast of the C1lristiun 
travellers. The sacred river, as seen froni this Iteight, flows in a dark,  rapid, alll] broad 
stream, and, thougl~  a t  no great apparent distance, nlust still be reached by nlore tIIzLn one 
toilsome ntarch. Fro111 a height about two nliles fro111 Gungootree, the first gliUlpse, 
that a pat.tial one, is obtainable of that lloly place, ~vl!iclt lies sequestered in a glell of tile 
deepest solitude, lonely atid alnrost inaccessibl~~, for few there are w l ~ o  could 1)ersevere 
in su~*moutiting the difficulties of the approach. Considerable distances must be traversed 
over ~ w o j e c t i ~ ~ g  ntasses of r011~11 stones, Hinty, p o i ~ ~ t e d ,  and uncertain, lnany beillg loose, 
and tl~reatening to roll over the enterprising individual a,ho atteltlpts the rugged ,ray. 
Sometimes thc face uf the rock n i l~s t  be cl in~bcd from cliff to c l i f ;  a t  otllers, wlJere there 
is no resting-placc for ltand or foot, ladtlers are placed in ail1 of the ascent ; while awful 
cltas~ns between are passed olt soiiie frail spar flung across. These Ilorricl rocks would 
see111 indeed to for111 ill\-ilicible obstacles to tlte a l~proac l~  of the 11oly place, but religious 
ent l~~lsiasm on the olle hand, :~1id scientific research s t i~nulated by curiosity 011 tile 
render the barrier illadequate for tlte purpose of ~~es i s t ing  tlie invasions of nian. TIle 
difficult nature of the access, however, p ~ ~ e v e n t s  tlte concourse of l,ilgri~ns, wlro resort to 
more easily attainable spots esteelnetl sacred or1 this lri~llowed river. 

The grandeur of tlte scene which opened upon us, as we a t  length stood upon the 
tliresl~old of Gungootree, cannot be described by words. Rocks were piled upon rocks 
ill awful majesty, all shivered into points, \\,liich rise one upoil ano t l~er  in  sp le~~t l id  con- 
fusion, enclosing a glen of tlre wildest nature, where the Ganges, beautiful in every Itaunt, 
from its infancy to its final junction with the ocean, pours its shallow waters over a bed 
of sl~ingle, diversified by jutting rocks, and even I ~ e r e  shadowed by the splendid foliage 
of some fine old trees. Tlte devotee who ul~doubtingly believes that  every step that he 
takes towards tlie source of that l~o ly  river, which fro111 his infancy he has been taught to 
look upon as a deity, will lead l ~ i ~ n  into beatitude, is content to scek its origin at  
Gungootree, but the true source of t l ~ c  sacred stream lies still I ~ i g l ~ e r ,  in still more 
irraccessible solitudes : and it  was reserved for the ardour of those who n~easured the alti- 
tudes of thc lrigl~est peaks, and penetrated to tlie utmost limits of man's donri~iion, to trace 
tlie exact birth-place o f t h e  ltoly river. Cal~tains  I-Iodgson and Herbert, in 1018, found, a t  
the lieigl~t of thirteen thousand eight hundred feet above the sea-level, tlieBhagarati, 01. true 
Ganges, issuing fro111 beneath a low arch a t  tlle base of a vast mass of frozen snow, nearly 
three hundred feet in l~eight ,  and composecl of d i f fe re~~t  layers, each several feet in thick- 
ness, and in all probability the accumulation of ages. Neitlier here, nor a t  Gltngootrecb, 
is t l~ere  any thing resentblir~g a cow's mout l~ ,  to support the popular fable, which must 
have been invented by persons utterly unacquainted with the true features of the scene 
it1 wl~iclr tlie sacred river gladdens earth with its ever-bounteous waters. 

A pilgrin~ilge to Gungootree is accounted one of the most meritorions actions whiclt 
a Hindoo car] ~ ~ e r f o r ~ n  ; a t ~ d  in co~nmerlroration of Iris visit to this holy place, a Gl~oorka  
chieftain has left a ~ n e n ~ o r i a l  of his conquests a~tcl his piety, in a small pagoda, erected ill 
h o ~ ~ o u ~  of the goddess on a platform of rock, about twenty feet higher than the bed of 
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the river. The brahmins who have the care of this temple are accommodated with 
habitations in its close vicinity, and there are a few sllecle for the temporary residence of 
~ i l ~ r i r n s ,  many of wl~onl, Ilowever, are content with such shelter as the neigl~bouring 
caves aff'ord. The 1rs11a1 ceremonies of bathing, praying, and marking the forehead, are 
goue t l~rough at  this place, the officiating Qrahmin taking care that the fee% shell be 
duly paid. Notwitl~btdnding tlle sterr1 and s111ler1 r~ature of his retreat, a t  some periods of 
the year 11e nlay be said to  lead a busy life, conversing with devout pilgrims, and 
carriers of water to distant lands, who require his seal to authenticate their burdens; 
and making the most out of all his visitors, whatever their country or t11e.r creed may 
be. Thong11 dispensing with his orisons, we paid 11im for l ~ i s  services; and it seemed a 
matter of ir~differcsnce to him on what account he received the cash. 

VIEW NEAR DEOBUN. 

The traveller in the Hi~nalaya must accusto~r~ himself to the most dangerous and 
slippery bridges imagilrable: habituated from their infancy to the sight of the steepebt 
precipices in the world, the mountaineers are indifferent to circumstances which produce 
giddiness in the heads of those who have hitherto traversed co~nparatively level ground. 
Stjange to say, the cattle of the mountains, guided by some e x t r a o ~ d i r ~ a r ~  instinct, can 
make tlreir way in safety over the frail and crazy bridges which at some places span 
rapid streams, a l ~ d  at others are tlrrown across deep ravines. bIorning and e\ening the 
flocks and herds nlay be seen passing these rlarronr footways, a d ,  accustonled to t l ~ ~ s  
mode of transit, they will cross on their way I ~ o n ~ e ,  or to their distant pastures, without 
any 11uma11 being to direct them. There can, I~omerer, be I I ~  donbt that the difficulties 
of communic-ation between the inhabitants of ~~e i~hl lou l - ing  l~ills must often be very 
severely felt, and that to this cause the low intellectual state of the nlountaineers of the 
Himalaya may in a great measure be attributed. 

Living in isolated circles, apart from each other, the I~ill-people call acquire little or - - - 

notliing from an interchange of ideas, a r~d  grovel on t11roug.h life witl~out a single 
attempt to improve their condition, or to increase the facilities of access with the neigh- 
bouring districts. The materiala l~eirrg close at hand, safe and comnlodious bridges 
]nigh1 b e  constructed ill all parts of the hills; but wit11 I ery inadequate tools, and IIO 

conception of the extent of t l ~ e  advantages to be derived from in~proven~e~lts  of the kind, 
it can scarcelv be ex~ec ted  that the ~iatives. accustonled to lire as their fiathers hud done 
before them, should, without the example and assistance of strangers, attt mpt under- 
takings whicl~ belong to a higher degree of knowledge, and a niore ad\auced state of 
civilization. I t  is, perl~aps, only in periods of famine and pestilence that they feel the 
miseries of their situation-the impossibility of obtaining assistance from those poor 
n e i g l ~ b o ~ ~ r s ,  nrl~o would willingly accord it if they possessed the means; and t l ~ e  scanty 
populalion being kept down by dreadful mortality, which sometimes s\reeps away the 
inl~abitants of a whole village at  once, and by the wretcl~ed custon~s and marriage laws 
which have been universally adopted, it can scarcely he rxpected that any improvement 
should emanate from the natives t h e ~ ~ ~ s e l r e s .  

At present the number of Europeans who seek 11ealth or amusenlent in t l i e s ~  hills 
is too snlall to effect much in the way of example, exccpt in the immediate vicinity of 
the stations which they nave established. The tourists, who, co~lsidering the sun1 total 
of visitors, may be called numerou~, cannot fail to requite the services of the simple 



Illountnineers, wlloln they employ on tlieir l i l~e of ~narcll ,  with practical lessona of 
greater value than the wages which they pay;  but it niuy be doubted wl~etllcr they take 
a sutticiently slroiig interest in the welfw-e of these poor peol~le. I t  requires a \erg 
IJllilantl~ropic spirit to induce men, in search of' tlieir own gralification, to pause upon 
the road for tllc pulbpose of ilrtl)ar-tilig useful kt~owledge, to clistribl~tc tools, and teach 
tlie ilietllod of their eml)loyurent-lalou~.s wliicll l i~iglit  not be i~nliietliately rewarded 
by success, or prol~erly appreciated by those \vho are  to benefit from tllelii, but ~vliich 
:revertlieless should be in as a duty wliicli tlie intelligelit nian owes to his less 
fol.tunate brotlier. Sometliing, I~owever, n ~ u s t  be learned even in our Iiaruui-scariini 
1,rogl.ess through the country-our incessant denialids for supplies of :dl liillds, n,l~icli, 
tllough a t  first reluctantly brouglit into the canips of those extraordiliary bil)eds, wllo 
lllust be possessed wit11 sonle restless demon to waiicler thus far, are foullll to be more 
advantageously disposed of tliiin if stored up for fiiniily use. At 1)resent a11 accluaint- 
allce with native opiliioll would not be very flattering to tlic Europeari visitor, \vlio, 
tllougll he Iiimself, in consequence of the liilidliess Ile lias slietvii, :nay Ilave obtailied a 
h i g l ~  character with the niountaineers, consider liinl to be a t  least crazy, and, for want of 
ally other iiiotive sufficient to account for his travels, suppose that his own country must 
be tlie liiost desolate place in the world. The notions entertained respccting Englantl ;rtw 

rsceedingly diverting, notions which call only be relnoved by ocular demonstl-atioli of 
tlieir fallacy, that is, by a visit to the country, where, ~ u u c l ~  to their astoliislilnel~t, 
Asiatics filld wealth aiid co~lifort beyond all their previous experience. 

CROSSIR'G THE lZlVER TONSE BY A JHOOLA,  011 R O P E  B R I D G E .  

1Iaving crossed tlic rivers of these districts, as we tlioilght, in every sort of' way; that 
is, by fording, wadiiig, swimniing, on the t runk  of a tree, by means of a sanglia, and the 
Illore coin~nodions edifice a t  Bliurkote, we were destined to be initiated into a new 
lnetliocl of getting over the s t rea~n .  'l'lie natives, who ~ r ~ o u l d  form excellent maleriel for 
rope-dancers, perf'orni the operatioti with grcat apparent ease, by holding on wit11 liands 
alid feet, and making a sort of loop of tlieir bodies ; but, for people who are unaccus- 
tomed to such exercise, there is a \\rooden slide attaclieil to the rope stretcl~ed across the 
water, wliicli is a t  this place too br-oad to be spanlied by any bridge of native construc- 
tion, beitig about seveiity or cigltty yards in  width. The left bank is considerably lllore 
elevated illall the one opposite, all11 from this side, a three-stranded rope, about as thick 
i ~ s  a ~nan ' s  wrist, \\,as attacl~etl to a log of wood, secured aniong tlie rocks. The rope 
being tl!en strcicl~ed across the r i \ e r ,  was passed tlirougll tlie l)roi~gs of a fork, or 
wooden I J I - O ~ ,  ~)lalttecl fi1'1111y in tlie groillld, and tlie rope, now divided into three stralids, 
was secured to tlre trulik of a trc,c Icept i l l  its place by a lieavy weiglit. Upoli this rope, 
tvliicll is \\ell twisted a ~ ~ d  greasccl, is ~) laccd a sel~iicircular slide of I~ollowecl woocl, wit11 
two I~altdles, to \vIiicl~ a loop is attachctl; tlie passenger scats himself in this novel convey- 
ance, taking llold of tlie Iinndles, and is launched fi-om tllc Iiigliel. to the lower bank wit11 
considerable ctlerity ; a tllili cord a t  tlle sanie time reliiai~iil~g attaclied to tlie slide, fro111 
either side of lhc river, for tlie put-pose of ~uecovering it, or of pul l i l~g the traveller fro111 
the lowel. to  the Iligl~er bank, in wliich event the passage is niore slo\vly 11lade. 

Other jltoolas it? the ~ilountains vary a little ill tlieir constructioii : half a doze11 s t o u ~  
~ .ors te ( l  ropes arc stretclied across the river, atid fastelled to ;L ptvjectil~g buttress 011 
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rach 1)ank. 011 tllese ropes runs a block of wood, which is d r a m  backwards and for- 
lrrards I I ~  persons btntioned on either eide of the stream, by nleana of stri~iga attached 
to it. 'rhere are other loops, wliicli pass round the body of the paesenger, who, thus 
secul-ed, swings off from the buttress, and io dragged across. In thie manner, goats and 
8heel) arc  conveyed one by one; and though the jeopardy appears to be coneiderable, i t  is 
only occasioned ljy the danger of trusti~rg to a rol)e w l ~ i c l ~  has seen too much service. 
I f  the apparatus be new, arid sufficiently btrong to bear the weight placed upon it, there 
is no sort of danger in this method of getting across the dee l~  and rapid rivers of the 
Hi~na laga ;  but such circuinstances are not to be depended upon, and several fatal aeci- 
dents have atte~ided the fragile state in which these jlioolas are but too often permitted 
to rrniain. I t  is, perhaps, necessary that the rope should break, and drown one or two 
passengers, ill order to enlighten the people ill the neighbourllood wit11 the necessity of 
repairs-for they are seldoni a t  the troul~le to take the length of time iri wl~ich it -has 
served tlieir purpose, the fragile nature of tlie materials, and tlieir liability to injury froln 
ex1)osure to tlre \veatlier. into consideration. 

The existence of tlic river Tonse was not known to Europeans until the year 1811. 
Too soon losing its name in that of the Jumna, w l ~ i c l ~  it trebles in size previous to its 
iunction with tlie inore celebrated stream. it is one of the most considerable of tlie 
mountain torrents. When it  issues from its bed of snow at an elevation of twelve 
thousaiid seven liundred and eighty-four feet al~ove tlie level of the sea, it flows in u 
grand volume, thirty feet wide and tliree deep, maintaining its dignity of character untii 
its confluence with t l ~ e  river, which sl~ould, if rivers had their just rights, Iiave been 
considered its tributary. During its coniparatively s l~ort  career, tlie T o ~ ~ s e  receives into 
its bosom the waters of several o ther  bkut iful  s t rean~s;  the Rullin is one of the inost 
interesting. Descending in the course of our tour to its left bank, we passed through 
a forest of intermingled birch, cedar, and rl~ododei~clron, crossing tlie river by one ol' 
t l ~ c  numerous arches of snow, which afforded a safe bridge, and ascending some liun- 
dred feet to a Iiigli crag, thickly wooded, we obtained a view which, accustouied as \re 
now were to ~nountain scenery, struck us with admiration and surprise. The precipices 
overhanging the torrent were grand beyond all conception; one, a t  least two tl~ousalid 
feet in heigllt, rose perpendicularly like a wall, and above it mountain was piled upon 
mountain like gigantic ladders piercing into I~eaven : the river thundered a t  a fearful 
deptll below, wlile the surrounding rocks were draperied with foliage, every cleft 
holding the roots of some luxuriant shrub or magnificent tree. A rugged path led us 
again to tlie bed of tlie Rupin, and our journeys always consisting of a series of ascent 
and descents, we afterwards mounted upwards through forests of enormous filberts, 
walnut, elm, ash, cedar, and fir. Here our march was diversified by crossing a sangha 
forty-four feet in length, flung over this tumultuous stream, w l ~ i c l ~  led us into softer 
scenery, through wood and brake, and, after passing another torrent, along a path wlliclr 
cominanded a beautiful succession of cascades silvering the side of the opposite mountain, 
we arrived a t  our encamping ground for the night. 

However varied, delightful, and exciting to the traveller a tour in tlie Himalaya 1110). 

be, the dcscl.iptions given of each day's march must necessarily appear n~onotonous; 
there is no possibility of corlveyilig to the mind of tlie reader tlie gratification which we 
have experienced in some new burst of scenery, when, emerging from the sombre Iabp- 
rinths of a thick forest, we come suddenly up011 one of those glorious landscapes whicll 
fill the ~vliole soul with ecstasy. I t  is even more than realizing tlie early dreams of 
youtli, inspired by the perusal of Shakspeare's beautiful description of the forest of 

R 
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Ardennes while thus living under the greenwood tree-thus e n j o y i l ~ ~  tlle conternl~latioll 
of nature in her wildest and   no st magnificent solitudes. l'llc w i ~ i t e ~ .  a ~ ~ d  neothcr 
which we encounter occasionally in our progress, orlly serve to llcigl~ten t l ~ e  e ~ ~ j o y ~ ~ ~ ~ r ~ t  
the heavenly serenity whicl~ we so frequently experience, while the ~~ecess i ty ,  ~ o n i e t i ~ ~ , ~  
esisting, of depencling upon our guns for tlie supply of the table, gives a new intercct to 
the day's ninrcli. 

O u r  Mol~ammedau attendants take care that the most ant1 t l ~ e  best shall be I I I ; ~ ~ ~ ~  

of every th ing ;  for in our case certainly his satanic ~najesty has not 1)rovided tile cooks. 
No sooner have they arrived on the encamping-grountl, and they do i ~ o t  l o i ~ e r  itIIy 011 tile 
road contemplating the scenery, t l ~ a n  they set earnestly to work. A fire is l t i~lcl l~d in a 
liole in the earth, and a solst of oven, o r  hot-lieartl~, const~~uctecl, wit11 \vlricI~ tlie nlost 
delicate operations of the cuisine may be accolnplislled. I f  we 11;rve no cl~arcoal to roast 
~vithal,  our birds are braised ; if milk is obtainable, it is speedily C O I I ~  el tetl inlo LLltlel- ; 
and these thrifty fello\vs, foreseeing the difficulties of procuring tlle nuctrviel for a fi.y, mill, 
when they get a sheep, carefully preserve the suet for fulure c o n s ~ ~ m p t i o ~ i .  

I f  time and opportunity permit, me may find ~ L I I *  cold partridges at breakcast em- 
bedded in savoury jelly, fornled of the head and feet of the animal that feasted o u ~ . s e l ~ ~ ~  
and o r ~ r  followers the day before ; wherever there are eggs, there are omelettes ; o r ~ r  sollp 
is flavoured with fresll herbs and roots; and sometimes, m l ~ c n  our spirits have failetl a t  
t l ~ e  too strong chance of being obligee1 to rest content wit11 a cake of mcal for breakfast, 
Ive have been most agreeably surprised by a broiled jungle-fowl appearing on tlre table 
alnlost by magic. These jungle-fowls, ml~icli are  tlie do~uestic 1)oultry in their wilt1 state, 
are excellent eating, finer and of a better flavour, perhaps, than any game bird, wit11 the 
exception of the Aorikin. Tliey are s l ~ y ,  and run very swiftly througli the busl~es, so that 
it  is difficult to procure t l~eni ,  even where they abound ; but we had a sAilm7.ee (native 
hunter) in our suite, who was always successful w l ~ e r e  success mas possible. There is one 
great advantage in having Indian s e r \ a ~ i l s ;  the better class, and it is useless to employ 
auy other, thorougl~ly understand their business, and set about it  mitli a n  earnestness that 
nollring but the most adverse circunistances can damp. I t  is tlieir duty to get a dinner 
for their master, and they consider their lionour concerned to rr~alte it tlie best t l ~ a t  the 
nature of affairs mill admit. Every lcind of spice and condiment wllicl~ may be wanted 
ill a long journey, is carefully provided for the occasion ; ancl \vhene\~er it  is possible, a 
feast is spread, and little luxuries ~~roclnced, as unexpected as they are welcome. 111 fact, 
travelling in tlle H i ~ i ~ a l a y a  combines all the pleasures of savage life, and all tlle conve- 
nieuces of the highest state of civilization, subject, of course, to tlie accidents ancl 
 nuta at ions w11icl1 journeying over so rough a road must necessarily prodoce. 

One of the least agreeable vicissitudes of a mountain tour consists of a continueel 
successio~i of rain, in \rl~icli  event the spirit and energy of our followers are literally 
drenched out of tllem ; wet to the skin, the tents met, and every thing mretclledly damp 
and unconifortable around, they have little or no vigonr left to meet the exigencies of the 
case. Happy to find a dry cavern, or the shelter of some overhanging rock, they cower 
round a miseral~le fire of wet sticks, looking tlie very pictures of mo. Our  friend who 
11ad traced t l ~ e  course of the Baspa in Kannomar, had suffered e x c e e d i ~ ~ ~ l y  from the 
frequent duckings and deluges to wliicl~ the party had been subjcctccl, and narrated wit11 
glee the joyful change wliicl~ took 1)lace when he and his drillping and discon- 
solate, were accon~n~odated l ~ y  sonle friendly villagers with lodgings in an old temple. The 
shelter of a dry roof, and a good floor, after danip ground and met canvass, can only be 
fully nlyeciated by those who have enjoyed them. Fires mere kindled, garments dried ; 
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alltl faces, elongated to the most doleful length, expanded in the blaze, and becalne clleery 
again. Our meeting with this gentleman has been already mentioned, and all extnct 
fro111 the diary kept by him while wandering in Hungrung, a district bordering upon the 
Cl~inese territories, will shew llow frequently Anglo-Indians encou~lter each otller i n  
these mountain tours. " TWO days after our return to Nako, there arrived three officc.rs 
of the - dragoons, the first Europeans we llad seen for n long time ; and as they lvere 
]>leasant f(~llows, the nleeting proved very agreeable. At Hango, 011 the 2d, found 
Dr .  W,  and Capt. A., and in tlie Rurang pass, fourtee11 thousand feet high, we canlc 
upon the Rev. Mr.  U, chaplain at  -." 

To ~ r o c e e d ,  Ilowever, wit11 our own travels. We pursued our route to the souill I J ~ I I ~  
of theTonse, olq~osite to the spot where the nupin, (having come 10,000 feet, 350 feet 
l>er lllile of descent, in less illan thirty miles,) joins the larger stream. \Ye crossed tlle 
Tonse a t  this place by a sangha, and co~nmenced our descent down a tremer~dous preci- 
pice, mlricll led to a gorge eren more awful than any we had yet passed. Emerging, n.e 
obtained a nol~le  view of a snowy mountain, and, climbing again, entered a forest of pines 
wllich led us along a, high ridge overhanging the river, and afforded at  every opening t11e 
most enchanting views possible, the mountains being wooded to their summits, and shen- 
ing every rich variety of foliage as they swept along in graceful undulations, now in dark 
shadow, and now glittering in sunshine. Some of our party were of opiniou that this 
part of the country mould be n ~ o s t  desirable as the site of a new station, since it forms a 
kind of frontier, or neutral ground, betmeen the tamer and the sublimer scenery, and 
comnlands every variety of l~rospect which either can ~ i e l d ;  while, if the notion which 
they entertained concerning the capability of timber being floated down the Tonse 
and the Ju111na could be realized, the proprietors would be speedily enriched by the 
speculation. 

VILLAGE O F  KHANDOO, ON T H E  ASCENT TO T H E  CHOOR. 

During our travels we had frequently obtained glilnpses of the Cl~oor mountain, alrd 
we were now approacliing it in earnest : it is tlie most lofty emiiience belonging to the 
secondary Himalaya, running south of the great snowy range, and, from whatever point 
it may be seen, it  forms a grand and prominent object, towering majestically anlid a host 
of satellites. Marching from the south-east, we came to the village of Kliandoo, whicll 
occupies ground about nine tliousand feet above llle level of the sea. The principal 
building in this village, a religious edifice, occupying the right in the acconlpanpiog 
engraving, differs little in character from the generality of temples dedicated to the 
nunlerous deities of the Himalkya. I t  is rather more lofty than the rest of the houses ; 
the cornices are decorated with a fringe of wooden bobbins, and tlre timber employed in 
its constructio~i is ratller elaborately carved. Generally it is not difficult for Europrarr 
travellers in want of such accommodation to obtain a lodging in the outer vestibule of a 
temple, but in some places the villagers will not permit these holy shrines to be thus 
desecrated. The religious worship cl~iefly consists in offerings of flo~rers, sweetmeats, 
and grain upo:~ the altars, with occasional dancing, when the gods are dragged forth for 
adoration. 

W e  \rere now in the haunts of several species of deer, which are never found below 
six tlrousar~d feet, and generally range considerably higher; these agile and beautiful 
a ~ ~ i ~ l l a l s  are often to be seen dashing a t  full speed down the sides of some steep precipice, 
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whic]l few could even look over witllout feeling dizzy, a11t1 their appearance ill sllcll 
sitllations tends greatly to Ileighten the effect of' the scene. They are Sowid ill tilt. 
greatest abundance ill almost inaccessible ldaces, far into tlie interior, wllere ' &  hill on 
Itill, ant1 alps on alps arise." W e  have not met with any tigers ill our tra\ el!, ; this 
monarcli of the plains seldom mounts to any great elevation, and is only occusionally to 
be see11 at  the height of eight thousand feet. Tigers are snfliciently ple~ltiful a t  the 
bases of the hills, and parties are continually setting forward from the Dhoon in pursuit 
of this royal game. I t  is only in sonlething like a level or opeu country that they call 
be encountered in a sportsmanlike rnanner, urged to the spirit-stirring charge ~v l~ ic l l  
they frequently make in so gallant a htyle. 111 stealing along tlie sides of a mountain, or 
plunging into the pine forests, the tiger can only be killed ingloriously, and usually Llls 
a victilll to some concealed adversary. The leopard, and other nlounlain cats, are very 
colurnon in the inferior ranges of tlie hills, and the liymna is also very f r e q t ~ e n t l ~  to be 
found ; but the great potentate of the IIimalaya forests and fastnesses is t!le bear. T l ~ i s  
monster attains a great size, and would be very formidable, were he as bold ar he is 
savage : the usual colour is black, but specimens are found in some parts of the country 
of a nluch lighter colour, and in tlie alpine districts a pure white: the conlmon kind ~na l te  
their dens in the deepest and most sequestered dells, shunning the day, and haunting 
s110ts of such profound gloom, that it  would seem as if t l ~ e  sun's beam had never enlirened 
their solitudes. W e  did not see the wolf in the Ilills: tlie jackal goes up  as liigli as seven 
thousand feet, and tlle family appears to be gratlually mounting, as, according to the best 
accounts, they were never seen formerly beyond two, or, a t  most, three thousand feet 
above the level of the sea. Wild hogs are very plentiful in the hills, being found at  very 
Iligh elevations, but, to the great horror of the pig-stickers, men nrllo were wont to ride 
at  the brindled monster spear in I~ancl, they can only be slain by what is conten~ptuously 
termed a pot-shot, that is, they are merely killed for the sake of the pork. Elks of 
enormous size are occupants of the rocky fastnesses of tlie Hi~nalaya, but, numerous as 
are the different speci~nens of deer wlricli the traveller sees in his journeys tlirough these 
mou~~ta ins ,  there are Inany with n11icl1 11e only becolnes acquainted by means of the skins 
l ~ r o ~ g h t  to the Rampore fair for sale or barter. These belong to the shyest of the race, 
whicl~ must be songl~t  in rei~iote haunts by tlie patient and persevering native liunters. 

In pnrsuing game in the mountains, it is especially necessary to  guard apainst pro- 
~niscuous shooting ; and the sportsman sl~ould decide, before starting, whet l~er  he will try 
for furred or feathered game, for, sl~oulll lie attack birds and deer indiscriminately, he 
will not have much success wit11 either; both require considerable caution, tlie ground 
l~e ing  so favourable for their escape. The cher, one of the varieties of pheasant most in 
request, does not descend lower than seven or eight tl~ousand feet above the level of the 
sea, and is generally foiuid on the summits of the most naked nlountains, avoiding those 
which are thickly clothed with forest trees or brushwood : early in tlle morning, or late 
in the evening, they are invariably at  feed on tlie crest of the hills, and during the lieat 
of the day hide in the grass under projecting crags. They are decidedly less numerous 
than any of the otlier mountain pheasants, and the excitement of a trudge after these 
beautiful birds is, to a true sportsman, consideral~ly augmented by their comparative 
l-arify. Another beautiful variety frequent the most shady and secluded dells, slieltered 
by overhanging rocks festooned with ivy and creepers, and diversified by clumps of holly 
and wild cherry ; here and there an open space of greensward, a few yards in circum- 
ference, surrounded by patches of wild rose, scenting the fairy dell with their delicious 
perfume. A little silvery stream bubbles fro111 the rocks above, and trickles over the 





elastic turf, its murmuring course defined by a belt of violets and cowslips, whilst ferns 
of every variety are dancing gracefully ill the breeze, and dipping their feathered lleada 
in t i l~y  wave as it sparkles on its way. 

CROSSING T H E  CHOOR MOUNTAIN. 

The I ~ e i g l ~ t  of the loftiest peak of this magnificent n~ountai~l  is ascertained to be 
twelve tllousand one I~undred and forty-nine feet above the lelel of the sea, Leillg tile 
inost considerable of the range soutlt of the Himalaya, between tllc Sutlej and Jumlla 
rivers. From its commnanding position it turns and separates the waters of Hilldostall, 
the streams rising on the soutl~ern and eastern face being forced into the directioll of tile 
Pabar, the Giree, the T o ~ ~ s e ,  and the Junina, ~rrlrich find their nay over the great lllaill 
into the l ~ a y  of Bengal; while those that have their sources to the north and the west are 
con~pdlled toward tlie Sutlcj and the I~ldus,  a d ,  uniting in the last, pour tl~eir waters 
illto the Arabian ocean. 

During a consitlerable part of tlle year, the Cl~oor is hoary with snonr, and in bad 
weatller intense cold may be experienced at  the elevation which we had reached, a sllort 
tlista~lce below t l ~ e  loftiest peak. W e  here found ot~rselves in a region of ice; arid whett 
~ l ~ o o ~ ~ l i g l ~ t  came and lit up the scene, we were charmed by the novel effect produced Ily 
the floods of molten silver \rlrich shed their soft radialice over the snow. M o o ~ ~ l i ~ l ~ t ,  
ever beauliful, amid these snowy masses assunles a new and more exquisite cliarnr. The 
rugqed peaks, stern and cllilling as they are, lose their awful cl~aracter, and becon~e 
brilliant as polislled pearl ; t l ~ e  trees, covered with iciclcs, seen1 fornted of some rich spar, 
and the face of nature l~eing wholly cl~anged, nre may f'dncy that we hare reached nnotl~er 
world, calm and tranquil, but  till and deathlike. The storms, however, wliicli fre- 
quelltly rage atid !-oal- through these solitudes, effectually disturb the serenity of t l ~ e  
landscape, and frequently the whole scene is enveloped in clouds, which, upon some 
sudden c l ~ a ~ l g c  of the atmosphere, will draw off like a curtain, revealing the cold bright 
and pearly ~.egion beyond. To be overtaken by a snow-storm in crossing the Clloor, 
proves one of the least agreeable rarietieu in a tour tllrougli these hills. 

Hitherto our journey had proceeded very prosperously, but we were not destined to 
complete it without sustaining considerable inconvenience from inclement skies. Wllile 
marching rather wearily along, the aspect of the heavens changed, the clouds darkened 
over our heads, and preser~tly do1r.11 canre a heavy s t o ~ n l  of hail, wllicll was quickly 
followed liy snow falling fast and thick. On reaching our tents, we found then1 loaded 
with snow, which lay several feet in deptlr upon the ground, while tlie only wood attain- 
able was not to be procured witl~out great difficulty and toil. Tlrere nra9 no fire, conse- 
quently no cookery, and the nigltt nas  passed in a luiserably freezing condition. Morning 
dawned only to shew a fresh fall of snow, and the prospect of more, for if the fleecy 
shower ceased for a few minutes, the cllange merely developed a s ~ ~ l l e n  black cenolly 
above, threatening to overa~helm us wit11 its fierce discharge. Loud rose the cries of 
mutiny in our camp; many were tlle groans uttered by our followers, the native coolies 
not scrupling to vent t l~eir  feelings in words, while our Mohamn~edan serra~lts, ])aralyzed 
and aghast a t  a predicament so new to them, looked unutterable things. As long as the 

snow lasted, there was no possibility of doing any thing to effect an improve~nent in our 
cornfortlcss condition, patience being the sole resort-and t l~at ,  it mas vain to expect to 
teach nlen dragged against their olvn consent into so disagreeable n dilemma. At lengtll 
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we begall to fancy that their might be aceompliel~ed, and that there \\-as a 

of our being buried in the sl~o\v. l ' l~e wind blew very cold, a c l d i ~ ~ g  for a tiwe to 
our surer ings;  but presently, a b o ~ ~ t  noon, the clouds bcgan to break away, and to r c ~ e n l  
patches of blue sky and n.elcome glilnpses of s u r ~ s l ~ i i ~ e ;  in another I ~ o u r  t l ~ e  l l eavc~~s  
becanre clear and glorious, and then we xnade an at te l i~pt  to reuder our situation 111ure 
conlfortable. Persuasion, threats, and tempting p~ .o~r~ises  of rtlmard, a t  length induced 
oul- half-frozen followers to bestir t l~e~nselves in real earnest. Tliey braced t11t.i~ cllerglcs 
to the encounter, and, l~aving sufficient fucl, fires again blazed ill our calrlll ; a~ltl ,  
thollgll tile cold was still intense, its bittcrneos was alleviated by the inHuence of' t l ~ e  
warn1 potations w l ~ i c l ~  we ncre now enabled to imbibe. The weather still c o ~ ~ t i l ~ u i ~ l g  tu 
improve, uve rose in the morning wit11 renovatetl spirits, and notwitllsta~~ding the fierce 
intensity of the cold, and the clifficulties whicll h e  large lnasser of s ~ ~ o w  encun~Lc-l.i~~g 
our path threw in our way, 1)roceeded vigorously on\vartls. W e  were s o ~ n e t i i ~ ~ e s  nl) to 
the waist, and frequently knee-deep in the mow, w l ~ i c l ~  concealing the d i ~ i ~ g e r  of JI  1wad 
over rou;11 and rugged blocks of granite, occasio~~ally tl~reatened precipitation illto a(,llle 
treacllerous abyss, in n l~ ic l i  life and 1i111b would l ~ a v c  been perilled. IVe ~ I I ~ S C ~ V C ' S  got 
on tolerably ~\rcll, but our people, loaded wit11 baggage, lagged far bellintl, tu~cl we e ere 
obliged to bc coiltent with a sort of canvass awning rather than a tent, only :r portion of 
our usl~al IiaLitation being fortlicolliirig a t  night, and to iiiake a scanty 1i1e:tl of tea aud 
liastily-kneaded cakes of tlou~.. 

T l ~ e  servauta ~ v l ~ o  I ad accon~panied us from the plains looked in t l~cse e~nergellcics 
the very images of despair- ; they were completely a t  fault, knowing not ml~a t  to tlo in so 
unaccustomed a difliculty, and feeling perfectly incapacitated from tllc etkcts of the frost, 
\ r l ~ i c l ~  seemed to slloot bolts of ice into their Iiearts, and to freeze the very current in 
tlieir veins. I t  was iinpossible r ~ o t  to sympathize with them in tlieir tlistl-ess, a- we lay 
~11)on the cold ground, and recollected liow active these nlen had been during the burrling- 
]lot winds, whicl~ peeled the shins from our faces, and obliged us to take sl~elter untler 
the leat l~cr  aprons of our buggies fro111 its sco~*clling blasts, m-11ilst respiration seen~ctl to 
be on the \cry eve of suspension. If we found the cold difficult to endure, l~olv mar11 
rnore sensibly niust il  att'ect people who, l~abituated to l ~ c a t  ml~icli affords to Europeans 
vcry lively notion of a tloi~~iniou ~ v l ~ i c l ~  must not be named " to ears polite," baslc delight- 
edly iu the beonls ot 'a sun n l ~ i c h  heats the earth like a fun~ace ,  and to \\ 11o1u in tlie r~lost 
sultry wcatl~er a fire never appears to be unacceptable. 

VILLAGE O F  KOGHERA A N D  DEODAR FOREST, NEAR T I I E  CEIOOR 

This pretty and pictoresque village is distinguished for the remarkal~le 11cigl1t aud 
luxuriznce of a species of larch, whicll botanists designate as the ~ri~ilis tlcoclorcr. 'The 
group representetl in the aeco~up:nlying engraving affords a good specinie~l of the c11:n.acter 
of this: fine tree, whicl~ attains an almost incredible height in sonle parts o f ' t l~e  I~ill-districts; 
the tallest of those delineated, ~ ~ ~ e a s u r i n g  one hu~ldred and sixty feet, wl~i le  very gootl 
authorities assert t l ~ : ~ t  sonle are to be found a hundred and eighty feet in hcigl~t .  

'rhe Choor nlountain, fro111 its great altitude and peculiar situation, presents every 
variety of vc.gctatiori wliich thcse mountainous regions afford, and it is scal.cely necessary 
to proccetl further, in order to make ourselves acquainted wit11 the leafy products of the 
11ills. 'I'he Lases of the ~nountains are carpeted with flowers, allelnones and ranuncu- 
lusea ~uingling tliemaelves with tlic violet, the cowslip, and tlie daisy, wrl~ile tlie forcst scenery 
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is rich and luxuriant to the I~ighest degree. The rhododendroll, with its profuse 
sul)erh scarlet blosoms, is eucceedcd by ouk, walnut, bircl~, elm, alld lastly pines, for the 

higlrest of tllc two peaks being covered for a considerable period of the year @no\,., 
is destitute of verdure ; and the sec:ond, conrposecl of immense granite blocks, is bart: 
of trees. IVllere the snow had ~rrelted, it reveuled stunted sllrubs of juniper and curmut, 
and a little lo we^. dow~l,  a t  an elevation of eleven thousand five hundred feet, the lnoer 
sple~rdid piners in tlie world rear their majestic I~cads. Tlie l'erns of tlleee rallgea are 
~)ecc"liarly beautiful, and in great variety, while fi-nit of every kind abollnd ; alld the 
ap1)earance of a species of burlboo at  an elevation of seven tl~ousand feet, affords reason 
to believe that many of the products, now exclusively confilled to tlre plains, migllt be 
cultivated with success. 

W e  only 01)served two speciea of monkeys, but they were exceedincrl , y rlun~crons ; on(. 
a magnificent lungoor, t l ~ e  other the conlmon brown monkt.y. T l ~ e  first is rlpon a 
larger scale, and decidedly superior to tlre I~ulgoor conlnlon to many parts of Ilindostan. 
Ilis face is extremely black, and Ile has a fine \trig of silvery wlrite hair to contrast ~ . i t l ~  
it. Tlle rest of t l ~ e  body is nearly pure wllite, wit11 dark fore and Ilind legs, alld, \vllcn 
standing upriglit, nlay at  a distance be taken for one of tlre 1111man denizens of tllese hills. 
He is a fearless and powerful beast, condeclcending perl~aps just to give the wall to his bi1,ed 
superior; and, if attacked, especially when backed by his co~npanions, provirrg a very 
fo~.niidable adversary. Tl~ese lungoors have all the fantastic tricks of their race, and, i l l  

the dearth of other occupations, their antics afford considerable an~usen~ent. RIonkeye, 
t l ~ o u g l ~  not objects of veneration in these hill?, are tolerated, ~ ~ o t w i t l r r t a ~ ~ d i n ~  tlre ~ i ~ i s c l ~ i r f  
~v l~ ic l i  their depredations occasion to the I~usbaudman. Large tr-oops are c o u t i n t ~ i ~ l l ~  t o  

be seen in the cornfields, and the crops, never too abundant for the wants ol' t l r t h  

peol~le, n ~ u s t  suffer very serious diminution from the reckleas 11at1u.e of t l ~ e  liaroc ronl- 
~n i t t ed .  

Emulating monkeys in the rapidity of their motions, the flying sclnirrela dart clown from 
the branches of tlre trees, and skip about with astonisliing agility. 'l'l~e species is nuluer- 
ously scattered t l~~~ougl lou t  the hills, and some attain a very large size ; their fur is a 

pleasing colour, and as soft as velvet, and will probal~ly, when the value of tlie Irill- 
products ljecome better k~:orrn, be sought after as an article of commerce. The otter, 
though not numerous, is found in the mountain-streams ; one caught in the Pabar was 
nearly white, and much sn~al ler  than the comlnon kind. The game as nrell ns t l ~ e  f is l~ 
liave to contend wit11 many enemies ; and amid tliose whicl~ prey upon the former, is the 
pine marten, an animal armed with all the destructiveness common to the species in otller 
parts of tlie world. W e  have seen t l~en l  in small packs, and hence infer that t l~ey  1i11nt 
in company. The more solitary depredator, t l ~ e  fox, a quadruped exceedingly deficient irl 
what phrenologists term the organ of adl~esiveness, is very plentiful u110n these ~nount:r i~l~ ; 

the wisdom i~nputed to the species, teaching it never to quit so secure an asyl11111, eve11 
for a flying visit to the Dhoon, wl~ere it  \ ~ o u l d  be inevitably l~unted, tl~ougll it l)ronls 
amongst the rocks immediately overhanging the valley. The fbx of t l ~ e  I-Iimalaya tlitre1.s 
co~~siderably from the beautiful little animal of the plains, whose delicate blue fur is 5 0  
much in request a t  home. The movntain species is much larger in size, and thougll the 
colour varies, ~t is usually a rcddisll gray \r.itll dark occasional patches, nea1.1~ approuclliilb. 
to black ; the brush, wllich is very handsome, is a foot long, and the fox itself geller:llly 
measures three feet eleven inches ill its entire lengtl~. I t  is a very fine creature, a n d ,  did 

the nature of the conntry pennit, \voi~ld doul~tless occasion excellent sport. The h'ilurods 
of tile East vainly speculate upon tile noble bursts nrl~ich tllesc foxes ~ o u l J  afford 10 
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a pack of llounds upon the plains, could the breecl be establisl~ed in s u c l ~  c;~pital IllllltillR- 
g r o u ~ ~ d s  ; as, l~omevcr, so notable it design is not feasible, they are fain to bc coritelit jvitkl 
slarilrg wliellever an opl)ortu~~ity is given for a firir shot. 

J ' IEW AT SIMLA. 

Simla deservedly ttrkcs rank as the superior European stution of the Irill-districts ; the 
spot which it  occupies has risen to its present rank nnd importance in consequence of its 
having been chose11 for the summer residence of the political agent, s t a t i o ~ ~ e d  at  Subatl~oo 
for the purpose of maintaining a good uuderstauding anlong the various potentates in the 
neighbourhood. Visited in his enca~upment under the cedars, by several frienils, anxious 
like hilnself to escape frolu the heat of the plaius, it seelned desirable to erect a n~ansion, 
wllich was expeditiously acconiplisl~rd, ancl, the esaniple being follo~ved, considerable 
numbers of picturesque and conimodious d~velliags have sprung up  ill ull directions. 
The Earl of Amlierst, governor-general of India, as early as the year 1827, was tc~nptecl 
to pay a visit to Si~nla. Lord Con~bermere macle it for some time his head-quarters ; a ~ i d ,  
to the stroug interest taken by this poblic-spirited commandant in the prosperity of the 
infant settlement, i t  is indebted for a great lllany i ~ n l ) r o v c ~ n e ~ ~ t s ,  especially for an excellent 
road, broad, safe, and not possessing any unpleasant acclivities ; a briclge, rc1)resented in 
the accompanying engraving, spanning a ravine wliicli it crosses in its progress. Tllirj 
road encircles the principal I~ill ,  ancl is abo~l t  two miles in circ~~niference, thus aff'ordiug 
an agreeable ride or drive to the inhabitants ; but there is another, w l ~ i c l ~  stretcl~es to a 
very considerable distance, of sufficient breadth, and sufficiently level to ride along witli 
rapidity and safety. Bungalows, 01. post-l~ouses, have bcen erected at  tlie end of each 
stage, varying froin eight to twelve miles in distance, for the acconlmodation of t~aavellers 
proceeding into the interior ranges of the IIimalaya, on the road to Chinese Tartary ; and 
t l~ i s  route affords great facilities for persons who have no desire to penetrate so fiv, to 
n ~ a k c  themselves accluaintcd wit11 the character of the co lu~t~ .y ,  without being exposed to 
tlre liardsl~ips and d a ~ ~ g ~ r s  w l ~ i c l ~  they must encounter in following the prin~itive tracks 
wit11 n h i c l ~  the natil-cs 11aI.e been content. 

The greater n ~ r n ~ b e r  of hol~ses a t  Si~illa range f r o n ~  seven to eiglrt tllousa~~cl feet above 
the level of the sca; a very consiclerable portion of wood enters into their construction, 
the malls being strcngtliened by stout beams introduced a t  intervals; some of the roofs 
are nearly flat, having just suficier~t slope to allow the rain to run off, and are formed of 
cllunam, a peculiar kind of stucco used in Inilia, intermixed with wood, and closely 
celrre~~ted to the rafters; others, I~o~vever ,  are sloping with gable-ends, (Major Kennedy's 
bcing of this description,) and rather Cllinese in their appearallce : Illany, indeed all the 
situations, are exceedingly beautiful ; the surnmit of a small green knoll, sheltered by a 
steeper hill a t  the back, and looking domn upon a valley, being usually chosen, every p ~ r t  
~nagnificently wooded wit11 pines of various kinds, the larch and the cedar, evergreen 
oak, and r l iodoi leni l~~o~~,  the two latter not bearing the same propor t io~~ as the ~ O I I ~ I C I ' .  

r . 
1 he gardens arc numerous and tllriving; potatoes, cabbages, and otlicr vcgetal.)le 

esrrllents grow very freely, and beautiful parterres of flowers may be ol~lninecl by the 
nrere troul~le of transl~lanting t l ~ e  nunlerous wild varieties \vhich wreathe the side of every 
Ilill; wllile the seeds procured from the plains are easily matured. The greensward is 
a t  Siurla en~*icl~ecl wit11 the violet, the primrose, red ancl white roses, some clouble and 
some a s s u m i ~ ~ g  t l ~ e  f o r n ~  of a creeper, con~olvol i  of many kinds, the wl~ole fanlily of 
~eran iums ,  the orcl~is, an11 ot l~ers  of great beauty peculiar to the I~ills. 'Tl~e rose ulay 





be seon clil~~birig to the sulnniit of a tall tree, and mingling the profusion of it8 perfumed 
flowers wit11 tlie dark foliage of the larch. Fruit is abundant, but the requires 
tlie i ~ i l ~ r o v i ~ l g  liand of cultivation ; peurs and applee inhabit the deep glens, alld would 
~ o u b t l r s s ,  by transplantation and grafting, be rendered very superior to their present 

conditioli; in their wild atate tiley are hard and tasteless. At Mussooree, an Englisll 
apple-tree liaving been successfully introduced, liaa already furniehed several grafts. This 
~ I a n t  calue f r o n ~  Liverpool, and proved the orlly one which survived the lollg journey to 
tlle ul3l)er p rov i~~ces  of India, wllence being transferred to tlie hills, i t  waR preserved from 
the heat and rai~is  of the  lain ins, which are found to I,e uo destructive to European plants. 
This single apple-tree cost upwards of seventy pounds before it was planted in tlie botanic 
garderr a t  Mussooree, where it flourislies luxuriantly, and will in all probability be the 
nieans of bringing its congerlers of the liills to perfection. The walnuts are excellent 
and abundant, and tlie peacli and apricot, being cultivated in tlre villages, are of good 

; tliese, togetller with the strawberries, form a very acceptable dessert. Extremely 
fine grapes are imported froill the countries heyond the Sutlej ; and the bazanr is very 
well supplied witli mangoes, oranges, and plantains from the plains. I t  has not been 
thought advisable hitlierto to sllock the prejudices of the natives by slaugl~tering beef in 
tlre Iiills, and l~utclier's meat is therefore confined to mutton and pork, the station being 
indebted to the political agent of Subatlloo for the establisliinet~t of a piggery. A differ- 
elice of opir~ion exists respecting the cornparative excellence of the lnourrtain mutton, free 
to browse on the grass tliat clothes the tlly~ny hills, and thegram-fed sheep of the plains; 
and wl~ere  liigli autllorities disagree, it is very difficult to determine : game is of course 
abundant; but there was at  first some difficulty in raising domestic poultry, whiclr became 
diseased and blind; doubtless, this inconvenience will in future be obviated. 

The abundance of game at  Simla has been disputed by sportqnlen of great autliority ; 
lmt the disgppointments of wl~ich they complain, were in all probability tlre results of 
imprudence arising from their want of acquaintance w ~ t h  the right way of going to work : 
determined sportsmen liave found it possible to employ dogs with success, and they enjoy 
opportunities of woodcoclc-shooting which can never be gratified in tlie plains. Dogs are 
frequently essential in getting up the birds, the woodcock can very seldom he flushed 
without them, for on tlie beaters coming down a nullah, the game will run up the bank 
unperceived, and will of course elude them, but the dog, ~ v l ~ i c h  of necessity accompanit.~ 
the beaters, immediately acknowledges the scent, and when the bird stops, comes to a 
point: some descriptions of pheasant can scarcely be made to move by the beatera, who 
liave been known to pitch large stones into a bush where a dog had come to a point, 
without getting them out ;  the dog has been blamed, when, behold, the moment the dis- 
appointed party liave turned away, out would scud three or four birds, runuing and 
threading the jungle like hares. Other descriptions of game-birds are more easily attain- 
able with dogs, and the dog is indispensable in securing birds wl~ich on being sllot liare 
fallen into thick jungle. The pointer suffers considerably from his rough encounters with 
thorns arid jungle, and therefore should be well fed, carefully treated,and hunted only 
two days in the week ; if proper attention be paid to him, he \rill thus be enabled to keep 
tlle field during the n,hole season. I t  is also very necessary to maintain a vigilant eye 
over our canine favourites a t  Simla, when not employed in the chase, for tlre hyena and 
the leopard are their deadly enemies ; the former prowls about at  night, and will sometimes 
in  the dusk of the evening rush at  a solitary dog, and walk off with him with tlre greatest 
ease, occasionally carrying one away from the very door of a European dwelling. The 

leopard will make tlle attack in open day, and when pursued, tliese animals Inallage to 
T 
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conceal themselves with BO nlucll adroitness as to lead the party to believe that they take 
to earth. They do not attempt to attack the large Itill-dogs belonging to the ~ ~ a t i v e s ,  and 
the latter son~et i~nes asseluble a pack together, and hunt the cat-a-n~oulttain to his very 
lair, or rouse Itin1 in his den. A solitary tiger will occasiollally straggle ttp to tlte ntaigh- 
bourllood of Sirnla, and the natives, t l~ough not distinguisllcd for their bravery, \\rill on 
sucll all enlergence attack 11i1n very boldly. A slrikarie, or I lu~l ts i~~iul ,  surprihed one ill 
the act of pulling down a cow ; Ile shot I t i~n through the head wit11 a bullet fro111 
lnatclllock, and, following up the victory, closed op011 11i111, and divitlcd the spine \\,it11 
llis To those persons acquaintecl wilh the dangcr of apl)roadling ;I tig(~r, 1 1 ~ \ 1 r ~ \ r ~ ~  
severely wdunded, such an instance oS pcrsonal courage will Lc j~tstly estimated. 

A11 excelle~lt bazaar is establisl~etl a t  Simla, which is \\,ell supplied wit11 foreigll - 
and ],roviuions from the plains-the former, of course, on account of the lenglll 

of carriage, a t  rather an expensive rate. Ilit l~erto, tl~ouglt n~uc l l  wanted,   lo thing in the 
s l~ape of a house of public entertain~nent has been attempted. I t  is lather s~rrprising that 
while Europeans are always fo11nd ready to embark in indigo speculatiotis, and to waste 
their lives in some horrid solittlde, half the year co~rlpellccl to the most dangerous super- 
intendence of the labours of the factory under a clintate franght wit11 disease, and t l ~ e  other 
half conden~necl to n~iserable inactivity ; no one has been found to take up s project wl~iclt 
could not fail to produce an excellent return for the capital laid out, and which would 
l)ro\re a pleasurable employn~ent of time. 

Three thousand pounds would suffice for the purpose of establishing an hotel a t  Simla, 
wl~ich, with proper care, nlust be rendrl.ed very productive, since tlle high rent of houses, 
and the expense of building tllen~, deter nlany families and vast numbers of single nlen 
from visilittg the hills, who would otherwise gladly make the111 their summer resort. - - .  

A colnn~odious fanlily dwelling-house averages, in building complete, front three to 
five hundred pouuds ; and the hotel premises ~vould, of course, cost the proprietor 
a prol~ortionate sum, according to their extent. The ground is to be obt;linecl on ap1)lica- 
tion to the political agent, a t  a trifling annual rent paid to Gover~llnent ; and there are 
various spots in S in~la  adnliral)ly calculatetl for the purpose of an hotel ; one in particu- 
lar on the entrance, and onc a t  a Itigher elevation, colnprising a successiun of terraces, 
which would afford anlple rooin for spacious buildings, out-houses, &c., and excellent 
garden-ground. Besides the fanlilies who seek l~ealtli  in the Ilills, numerous parties 
would run between return-clays ft.om Neerut,  Lootlianall, K~trn:lul, and tlle adjacencies, 
if they Itad a place in which they coulcl be acconinlodated without the necessity of carryinq 
every thing with t l ~ e n ~  excepting their nrearing aplnrel.  'I'lle landlord nligltt also keep 
a number of goonts, and let the111 out to the public a t  consicleralle adva~itage;  these 
ponies are procural>le at  exceedingly low prices a t  tlle a n n ~ ~ a l  fair a t  Ralnpore, and they 
]nay be fed upon barley, which is clieop i l l  the Itill?;. The hotel-keeper, besides the profits 
of hi5 house, would llare an opportuttity of setting I I ~ ,  unrivalled, as general provisioner 
and farmer, ancl, in a very short t i n ~ e  would be dependent only upon foreign supplies of 
wine and l~randy. There is no doubt that brewing* nligllt Le v ~ r y  socccssfi~lly unclertaken 

T l ~ e  experiment or ~nnking beer has been tried at hleerut, and f.~iled, but tlic cnuscs w l ~ i c l ~  preve~lted success Ilpon the 
plains, would not operate ill the Iaills. T l ~ e  hop plant could be freely cultivated, and what is still Inore essential, as a substi- 
tute call be found for I~opr, t l ~ e  ~ ~ ~ a n u f a r t u r e  o f  malt might be carried 011, wlricl~ rccluires nil cqu:~ble  temperature unaltain- 
able in the plail~s. In a d d i t i o ~ ~  to the large consu~nption by Europeans, good beer would find a ready sale amongst the 
ricllcr classes or llstivcs, w l ~ u  are not fettered by the restrictions i ~ n p o s e d  upon more urtl~odox Ilindoos. Amongst otllrr 
customers, the brewer might reckon up011 Ru~njcet Singli I~imself,  fur \re are informed by tl,e Dul l~ i  Gazette, tha t  tllu Lioo of  
the Punjal~ 1lnvi11g heard that Purtee Allee, sl1d11 of Per.ia, I ~ a d  derived great benelit from the usc of beer, sent to LcoJisllah 
fur a bulrdrrd bottlci of Ilodgson's best. 



a t  Simla, and he could supply the whole lrtation with beer, butcherBs meat, poultry, butter, 
rind cheese. Pickling, preserving, and confectionary might be carried on upoll a large 
scale; the candles and lainps  upp plied frorn the oil and war wllich tile hille I)roduce in 
abundance ; and when the visitors quit the station, wllich is ueually about Kovenlber, tile 
rseturn taking place in Mnrcll, the \vinter niolltlis nligllt be very profital,ly enll)lovrd. 
Wax, honey, clrerry-brandy, preserves of all kinds, the skiris of tile llurneroua 
anin~als  properly prepared, shawls, whiclr may be purchased great bargains, al1d tile sol.l, 
light, warm, excelleltt blankets made from tlle coarser portions of the wool of ~ l ~ i b ~ t .  
would, with many other articles, prove excellent investnients for wale upon the I,laills, 
LaLour is cheap, and there would be no di6iculty in p r o c u r i ~ l ~  tlle fierrices or 
cabinet-makers fro111 Bareilly, or other towns in lndiu, to nia~lufi~cturc furniture ul,oll 
tlre spot. Tlre same plan might be adopted at  Mussooree with eqiul aclvalltage; billial.ds 
and reading-rooms forming a portion of the estahlisllment, wllile a gardrn, carcflII1y 
attended by a regular resident, wrould be equally profitel~le with the ~lursery grotllld?; ,,f 
England. The hill-stations are rapidly increasing in size; alrd fanlilies i ~ t t c n d i ~ r ~  ulti- 
mately to build, would gladly put up in tlie first instance at an hotel, ~vllile, until tIleir 
gardens and Farm-yards had collsiderably progressed, they n.onld seek their s t ~ ~ , ~ l i e s  ton1 
the general provisioner. In  a clinlate so I~ealtlly, einploynie~lts so exciti~rg, and sue11 colt- 
stant comniunication with strangers arriving from distant ljlaccls, the occul)atio~~s of 
a faniily keeping a n  hotel a t  Sinila must necessarily 1)e exceedingly brtlcficial to botll body 
and mind ; while, as il matter of course, if condccted on a liberal scale, and for ~rloderatr 
profits, they would speedily lead to wealth. 

Simla boasts a theatre and assembly-rooms, and is oftell, \vllen visited by tlle ricll alld 
the fashionable portion of the Company's civil and inili~ary serval~ts, the scelre or ~ r c i i t  
gaiety. During tlie so,jorri-n of Lady Barnes a ~ l d  Lady Bryant, a fallcy-fair was llrltl in 
n romantic glen, named Annandale from the lady who first graced its stllit~rde. Tlie 
talents of both ladies and gentlemen were put into requisition to furnisll drawinpa, ant1 
fancy articles of every Lind, while there were many goods for sale, for use as well as 
ornament ; the proceeds being collected in aid of a ~tative school, to be estnblislied a t  
Subathoo, for the purpose of affording mental instruction, needle-work, and other 1lscf111 
arts, to tlle female Glloorlca c l~ i ld ren ;  a boy's school at the sanre place Iraving lleell 
found to answer. A f6te of this nature seemed particularly adapted both to the features 
of the scene, and the talents of the subordinates employed: ~iative genius always appear- 
ing to great advantage in the open air, tents were pitclled anlid the pine-groves of thii 
romantic spot, and tlie interiors spread with productions of great taste and clegalice, 
drawings and sketches of the magnificent scenery around, fornling a w r y  a11l)ropriate 
contribution. The most interesting, Iiowever, of the numerous objects of interest, \\-as 11 

profusion of garlands, rrrentlled of the flowers of the Himalaya, and brougllt to the fair 
by tlre first class of the boys of the Subathoo school, attended bg the old Gooroo, their 
superintendent. These mere offerings of gratitude to the ladies n.110 llatl so benevolcl~tl~. 
sougl~ t  to extend tlie advantages of instruction to the vrlrole of the native c o ~ n l i l n ~ l i t ~ ,  
wlrether male or female, who were so fortunate as to be witllin t l ~ c  circle of their influ- 
ence. Between seventy and eighty pounds were collected, very higli pl.iccs lravir~g 1w.w 
c h e e ~ - f u l l ~  given for the arlicles put up for sale, the drawings c.sl)ecially being in great 
demand. 
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T H E  CITY O F  NAHUN. V I E W E D  FROM T H E  NORTH. 

Nahun is the capital of Sirmoor, that is, the chief town of a small raj, and, though 
diminutive, is considered one of the best planned and best built cities in India. I t  is 
approached through a very picturesque, well-watered, and finely-wooded valley, an(], 
occupying the summit of a rock, it comnlands on all sides :nost extensive arid beautiful 
views. The country round about is intersected with valleys and ravirres, clothed in the 
ricllest luxuriance of foliage and verdure, tlie Deyrali Dlioon stretching out in the 
distance to the south-east, and the comparatively low belts of hills in the neighbourhood 
affording very pleasing specimens of ulountain scenery. The road leading to the town is 
exceedingly steep and narrow, cut i~iconveriiently up  a very precipitous ascent, wliich 
elephants, however, contrive to mount, even when laden with baggage. The streetr 
have sonlewhat the appearance of stairs, so nunierous are the steps occasioned by the 
unevenness of the rock on mliicli they are built;  and though accustomed to tlie riatire 
disdain of obstacles of this kind, we were surprised to see the principal inhabitants 
riding about on Iiorseback and mounted on elephants, as if the place were ailapted for 
such recreations. 

The rajali, who is indebted to British aid for the rescue of his dominions from thc 
Ghoorkas, is exceedingly polite and attentive to Europeans passing his way, affording 
them all the assistance in his power. He is rather in an impoverished condition, his 
territories consisting chiefly of tlie thinly peopled and scantily cultivated mountain 
regions between Deyra and Pinjore ; but while coniplaining, and witli some reason, of 
tlie scantiness of his revenues, lie conti.ives to cut a figure, which he trusts will impress 
his European visitants with a due notion of his consequence. 

There are few things more absurd tliau the interviews mliich occasionally take place 
between native potentates and the civil o r  military European travellers who may chance 
to pass through some re~note principality. The latter are usually in a most deplorable 
state of dishabille-f'ortu~iate if they have a decent coat to mount upon the occasiori. 
A long journey, in all probability, has sadly deteriorated the appearance of the cattle 
and the followers, and the tourist would willingly relinquish the honours wliich are 
thrust upon him. The rajah, on the other hand, is anxious to  exhibit as a person of 
importance, and, having given dne notice of his intended visit, pays his respects to the 
representative of Great Britain witli all the pomp and circumstance which he can com- 
mand. The cavalcades on these occasions are generally exceedingly picturesque, and 
afford an imposing display of elephants handsomely caparisoned, ornamented litters, 
gaudily dressed troopers, and crowds of men on foot, brandishing swords, silver maces, 
and rusty matclilocks; while the deep anil rapid sounds of the kettle-drums, and the 
shrill blasts of the trumpets, come upon the ear in wild and warlike melody. I t  is 
necessary, notwithstanding the numerous discrepances appearing in the shape of ragged 
followers, and the consciousness of the unfitness of travelling costume for the reception 
of a visit of state, to preserve a steady countenance, since laughter would appear 
unseenlly, and certainly would not be attributed to the right cause. The rajali of 
Naliuu is rather proud of his killar, or fortress, and never fails to invite European 
strangers to pay lliru a visit in it, and to inspect his troops. The latter are neither very 
numerous nor highly disciplined, and their appearance readily accounted for the facility 
nfitli whicli the more martial Seiks and Ghoorkas possessed theniselves of the territories 
of the raj. Within view of the town is the hill-fortress of Tytock, four thousand eight 
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hundred and fifty-four feet above the level of tlre sea, whic.]l coet the ]ires of four 
British officers in its capttlre during the Ghoorka war. TIle fall of these brave Inen is 
c o ~ ~ ~ m e m o r a t e d  by a lofty obelisk, wllich mark8 their graves, dug on the h n k  of 
wpacious tank' in the very centre of the tow11 of Nallun ; a scene full of 
interest to those who, irr their wal~derings, C O I I I ~  s ~ r d d e ~ ~ l ~  upon tile remote resting- 
place of ulen W ~ I O  wrested these I~ills frorn the friglltful tyranny of tlleir previous 
conquerors. 

Nahun is situated iu latitude 20'33' nortlr, longitude 77" 16' east, forfy-six lllilea 
11ort11-by-wrest of S a l ~ a r u ~ ~ p o r e .  l 'l~ere is a tolerably good rc,atl frolu tllis to 
Subathoo, the ostensible residence of the political agent, a ~ ~ d  there are blIngnlow8 upon 
this road for the accornrl~odation of travellers. Nallu~l is col~sidered 10 be htll]tlly, but 
it is rather i~ lco~~vcnien t ly  \rrilrm, notwitlrsta~~tling it8 elevated ponitioll, of tllree 
tl~ousand feet ubove the lcrel of the sea ; it is also exposed to the iufluelrce of tllc. llot 
wirrds, and during one period of the year the jungles in the ~ ~ e i g h b ~ u ~ l ~ ~ ~ d  ure inlpreg- 
rlated with 111alaria. 

Subathoo, \ r l~ich is tlle nlont northerly Euroljean set t lenle~~t  irl Irldia, excepting 
Kl~otgur ,  is situated a t  tlre distance of four ~ n a r c l ~ e s  from h'al~un, nealn t11e b a ~ ~ k e  of the 
Sutltij r iver ;  and our party were induced to pay a \isit to tlre fair nt Raml)ore, so ofter~ 
mentioned in the preceding pages. Ha~npore is the cal~ital of the country of Bussahir, 
whicl~ lies for the most part within t l ~ e  Himalaya, and is exceedingly r u g ~ d  
mountainous ; the town occu1)ies a narrow stripe of land on tlrc lcft bank of the Sutltj. 
This place consists chiefly of olle broad street, contail~ing about a 11u11dred nrrd fift!. 
Iiouses, and forniing a crescent, the palace of t l ~ c  ra-jalr, a s~~l)etarltl;rl but g1oo111!.-lookirlg 
b u i l d i ~ ~ g ,  standirrg in a con imandi~~g position. Ra~npore boasts f o ~ u  ten~ple.;, drdicirt.,d 
to Mal~adeo and Kalee, the deities chiefly \sorsl~il)l~ecl t l ~ r o ~ ~ g l ~ o u t  these n~oulrtai~rs. 
t l iougl~ under difl'ere~rt appellations. On accot~r~t  of its confi~~etl situation, this oddly 
placed city only receives t l ~ e  sun dur-ing six hours of the day, a circumstance wlrich occil- 
sions great variation of teml,erature. 'Tlrere is a considerable unannfacture of blankets a ~ ~ t l  
woollen clot l~s carried on a t  Ranll>ore, and, strange to sap, the nlrn use the spindle, 
sitting comfo~.tably a t  home eml)loyed in tl~eil- easy task, wlrile the woolen not or~ly 
perform all the I~ousel~old drudgery, but labour also in the fields. 

The breacltl~ of the Sutle-j a t  Raml~ore is two hundred and eleven fret, a~rd  during the 
summer niontl~s is cl-ossed by a jhoola, 01. swing bridge, wliicl~ is erected in &lay, and 
employed until the early part of September. The river begins to swell in Rlarcl~, and 
during June, July, and A u g ~ s t  the stream rei~cl~es its I~e ig l~ t ,  and, rer~tlerecl turl)itl by 
the dissolution of vast fields of snow in the EIimalaya, rolls along in a dark flood. 
A gradual c o ~ ~ r m e n c e m e ~ ~ t  of the subsiding of the waters takes 1)lace by the end of Sep- 
tember, and the stream is low and clear until the close of February. Tl~ere is no bridge 

during tllese mo~lths, but the passage across the river is cKectrtl upon the hitlc of a 
buffalo 01- bullock, inflated with air, on which a single person, togetl~cr wit11 the ferry- 
luan, can be c ~ l l r e y e d .  The latter throws himself on Iris breast atlrwart the sliin, and 
directs its course by the rapid action of his feet in the water, asaistcd by a ptddle tlrreo 
feet in length, wllicll Ile holds in llis 1~ig11t hand. I-Ie thus crosses the strean1 wit11 eltse, 
but it is necessary to launch two or three sltins togetl~er, in order 111ore 
eff&ua]ly to stem the force of the current. T l ~ e  passenger sits astride, across the hack 
of the ferrynlan, resting llis legs on the skin, and, the tail and legs of the bullock being 
left entire, serve to support and prevent him from being wetted. There is solne tlarrger 
of the bursting of tile &in, in wllicl~ event the passenger would be in disqreeable 

U 
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predicament, for tile velocity of the current is so great, and the river so full o r  rocks, 
that an expert swi~nnler wonld scarcely succeed in reaching the shore. Wheu lltrtivps 
of rank cross the f e l ~ y ,  a seat is prepared by lasllirlg tmo or  more skins toget l~er ,  ant1 
tllen placing a eharpoy, 01. common bedstead, across tllem. 

VALLEY OF T H E  DHOON, IYl'I'H T H E  G A N G E S  I N  T H E  DISTANCE, FROM 
THE 1,ANDOI:It 1tIL)CiE. 

Returrling to Mussooree, we werc again gratifietl with a view of the ever-bearitifti1 
valley of Deyr.~I~ stretching out before us, with the Ganges I ~ a s t e n i ~ ~ g  towartls the pltlir~s 
through its devious ~rindl l~g?; .  

After our long sojourn under canrass, we fou~lil the l~orises at  hiussooree, t h o r r ~ h  
neitlrer so s p a c i o ~ ~ s  nor so elegant as t,l~ose at  S i l ~ ~ l a ,  exceedi~lgly convenient and agreeable. 
Upon cold evenings we particularly er~joyed a fire, the con~panion always so acceptable 
to all Englis111na11 : it is true, we had ~uanagetl to war111 our tents, when fuel was plentiful, 
by means of wood e~nbers ,  whicll werc: placetl, wllile i ~ r  a red heat,, in large brass basil~s, 
a11d \vllich cliffused a genial glow thl.oughout the al~artment ,  bnt this contrivance lacked 
the blaze which the lover of' thc fire-side always delights to provolce. W e  fou~rtl very 
excellent society at  Mussooree, the station being greatly on the increase ; ant1 though our 
experience ~ n i g l ~ t  11ave rendered us solnewhat filstidious, we thouglrt the scenery c l l i i r~~~ing .  
Unsatiated by our forest wa~rderillgs, we follo\ved with fresh zest the rugged ant1 iutricatc 
footl~atlls whiclr led to the different points, wl~ence the view sorneti~nes e~nbrnced ro~uantic 
glens, and small ampl~itheatres of rocks; and a t  others ranged I~oundlessly over an illi- 
mitable space, the distance being softened into the tint of the atnrosl~l~ere, a.~rd rendering 
it impossible to distinguish the heave~ls fi-om the earth. 

l'he close vicinity of the valleys of ILearda and Deyrk~ll Dlloon to Rlussooree, rendelus 
the statiorl par t i c~~la r ly  agreeable to partics xvl~o are fond of going out in senrclr of tigers 
the surrounding forests abound with bears, leopards, and wild elepllants, l ~ u ~  they live in 
con~parative safety, sirlce the coverts are so heavy, and so completely cut  up by ravines, 
that they are inaccessible to the mounted sportsman. I,on.el- do~rrn, however, where the 
tiger chiefly roams, e l e p l ~ a ~ ~ t s  nlap be brongl~t  against the tawny n1011arc11. A battue 
of this Icind, when tl .ere are sevel.;~l elephants in tlre field, and a ~)ropo~-t ionate  nu~nbcr  
of scouts and beaters, aKo~*ds a jvild anel picturesque g~-olrp, in st,rict keeping with the 
jungle scenery. 'rile rncn  upo~l  the look-out usually climb the neigl~bouring trees, 
whencc they can give advices concerning the wl~ereabout of t . l~e savage, ~ 1 1 0 ,  tlloug11 
often charging with great gallantry, even when first a~ao~lsed, more freqrlel~tly endravours 
to  make Itis way to some place of greater security. Having received intelligence that 
three tigers had taker] possession of a ~ ~ a r t i c a l a r  spot, we beat down the bar~lts of t l~t.  
ravine for several Ilours without fillcling iuly trace of them, a r ~ d  were b e g i n n i ~ ~ g  to fancy 
that we lratl I~een nrisinformed, \\.lien, coming to a patch of r e l y  tall j1111gle gl-ass, we 
aturnbled rll~olr a b ~ ~ l l o c k  half eaten, and bcarillg 111arlcs of I~aving been newly killed, 
and of affording so recent a repast, that we lnight I I O ~ ) ~  to follow very closely on tlre 
track of the destroyer. Accordingly advancilrg, om. leading elephant t r ~ ~ m p e t i l l g  ant1 
dlewi~rg signs of uneasiness, assured us that we were not far oft: Several deer got up 
abollt tllrcc Ilundred yards allcad, c.vide~~tly in great terror-auotl~er ccrlain iutlication : 
S O ,  for\uarJ \r-c: went, and, c a t c l ~ i ~ t ~  a 11isti11c:t vier or tllc gelltlc.lilan as Ile crossetl the 
ravilrc, one of t l ~ e  party fired a long shot, wlrich had only the efftct of acceleratillg his 
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pace. T l ~ e  elepliante now pl~rllred on, two more shots were fired, and suddenly the tiger 
made across the open space full in front of us, but a t  too great a distalice to bring lrim 

to tlre chargc.. W e  followed as rapidly as possible, croseing and crashing through tile 
bed of a 11ulla11, to wllich our friend had bctaken I~inlself. While in full chase, tHvo 
fresll tigers got up alnlost under our feet, and, receiving e few #hots, made fol cover. 
Tlre glilre of an eye gleaming through some brushwood betrayed the retreat of one, and 
a ball ninletl with Fatal precision went tl~rouglr the brain, and Ire fell, neler to rise q a i n .  
'rll(> second was despatched in a very bllort time, though it look two or tIil*ee blrots to 

stretch him on tlte ground: the third was still abroad, and apl)arrntly unhurt, imd, 
arotlsir~g him for tile third time, 11e went c,ff in good style, but considerably allead. 
At length a long shot from a rifle told ; tlle noble ariinlal turned and cl~arged, coniing 
tlown gallantly, and offering too Fdir a mark to be rnissecl: before it could spring upon 
the leading elepliant, a well-aimed bullet btopped his career, and IIC, too, bit the dust. 
This day tlie party returned to camp in great triumph, wit11 three tigers padded on the 
baggage elepl~al~ts ,  the wl~ole cavalcade being such as Landseer would not l~avc disdained 
to paint, and \r,l~icl~, combined wit11 tlie beautiful scenery and the pict~iresque cl~rster of 
tents, would have iuade a very effective group upon canvass. 

The next day we proceeded along tlre Dl~oon, witliout much expectation of finding 
tigers, and with some intention of looking after deer on the way to the cnca~nping 
ground, but in beating some lemon bushes, a large tiger broke cover, going off, Ironrever, 
before we could get in good range of him : n considerable space of open conntry inter- 
spersed wit11 swamps, and bonntled by a thick forest, formed the lrrlnting ground, which, 
if we could s u c c ~ e d  in turning the tiger should Ile nli~ke for the forest, was the besl that 
could have been scslected; the pedrstrians were therefore directed to c l ~ n l l ~  the trees, and 
to s l~out  wit11 all the power of their lungs, if our friend sl~ould come their way. Meantime 
we had lost sight of him, but were guided to the  roba able place of his retreat; by a flock 
of vultures which were perched upon a tree; a pretty certain sign that tl~crc was a dead 
carcase below newly slain, w l ~ i c l ~  the tiger would return to de~fonr .  T l ~ c  cover \\as 

exceedingly heavy, and we found s o ~ n e  difficulty in beating, but a gli~llpse of a tawny, 
stripe, assuring us that we were on the right track, and the trumpeting of the elel~llantq 
increasing, we pushed ferward, warned at  the same time by the shouts of our people in 
the trees, that 11e mas making for the forest. Turned at  all poi~lts, the tiger doul~led 

back, and was now in a long narrow strip of I~igll jungle grass, which was sel):iratcd f i .01~ 
the dense wood on the right by nothing more than twenty yard5 of bare ba~rk, l~eill:: 
divided from the heavy covers he Ilad just left by a ~ o o l  of clear water. We imnlediatel!7 
beat up this strip, taking care to have an elephant on the bank, to prevent a retreat to tile 
forest. Presently the tiger again got up about two l~uiidred yards aheacl, ilntl agaill doubling 
back, one of the party got a Fair shot wllicll brougl~t him on his I1aurlcl1t.s; another ball 
made llini move to some broken ground, mliere he took up his position. Arlrancing. 

we saw him in the grandeur of his rage, lashing Iris tail, roarirlg, and g~sinding his teelll, 
as lie prepared to cl~arge. I:irirlg again, the provocation was completed. With n roar 

that made the whole dell ring-, down 11e came upon us, and fell a t  lenglh from a volley 
fired simultaneously by the mllole party, under the very feet of the ele~llants.  



VIGNETTE. 

R U N J E E T  SINGH'S E N C A M P M E N T  AT R O O P U R ,  O N  THE R I V E R  SUT1,EJ. 

HIB Highness the malia-rajah, Runjeet Singh, the great Seik chieftain, wlio is Lord of tlre 
Punjab, or Country of Four Rivers, the conqueror of Cas1rme1.e and Morlltan, and undis- 
puted ~nas te r  of tlie most fertile country of India, and of levenues to the amount of two 
crores (millions) a year, nray be styled the only independent prince tlrrougllout the wl~ole 
peninsula. I t  has always been the policy of tlie Bi.itisli government to conciliate this 
potentate, who, notai t l~standing some strange notions, the ofTsp~-ing of superstition, is 
a very able person, and one \\,it11 who~n,  tl~ougli we may not fear him, it  is considererl 
advantageous to keep ripon good terms. 

During tlie period ill which L O I ~  Willianl Bentinck l ~ e l ~ l  tlie reins of govcrnnrent in 
India, a tour wliicli lie made tl~ro~rgliout the Bengal territory, an11 into tlie I~ills. afforded 
an opportunity of a meeting wit11 the chief of Lahore, wliicll it was supposed Iled some 
great political object in  view. I t  was deemed espedient to iiidr~ce our powerful neigh- 
bour to enter into a defensive alliance with our gover~iment ,  and to gain, by treaty, tlic 
navigation of the Indus, for the more speedy transport of troops by steam Prom Bombay, 
in case of the necessity of strengtlrening tlie defences on our  north-west frontier. 'l'lre 
spot  elected for the interview might be called classic, since it  has been made nremo- 
rable by affording a passage across tlie Sutlej to Natlir Shall in  his invasion of India, 
~vllile the river itself is still nlore celebrated as being the Hyphasis of Aleaander tlie 
Great, and the boundary of his Eastern conquests. Rool~ur is beautifillly situated among 
the lower skirts of the Himalaya, wllere tlie Sntlej first waters the plains, and the splen- 
did encanlp~nent on either side of the river slrcwed to great advantage a~rlid the low ranges 
of hills and ~voody valleys of the landscape. 

R u ~ j e e t  Singli's army occupietl tlie right bank, and probably eql~alled in magnificence 
any display ever made by the gorgcous satraps of tlie East. The spot cl~osen for the tem- 
porary palace of tlie cl~ieftain exliibited to  great atlvantage t l ~ e  peculiar ingenuity of 
native talent, which is never so favourably employed as in  tlie conversion of sonie dcsert 
waste into a scene which looks like the woiuk of the genii of tlre soil. A space of 
about eight acres of sand having been marked out, tlre interstices between tlie intended 
erections were sowed with a quick-growing herb, and kept  constantly watered ; when, 
therefore, the pavilions alid tents were raised, they appeared to be s t~ l . rou~~ded  by par- 
terres of the brightest green. Nothing could exceed tlre splendonr of these tents, wlliclr 
gleamed wit11 tlie richest draperies of crimson, purple, scarlet, and gold, supported on 
gilt pillars, and having awnings embroidered, and fringed, and tassellctl, in the m o d  
costly manner. A wall of lcanauts, as they are called in India, on which crimson \\,it11 
a lining of yellow satin was substituted for canvass, cnclosed the pavilions 011 three sides, 
liavi~rg openings in tlic sllape of lofty gateways, wit11 towers a t  eacli angle;  tlre river 
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r~r l l l ing  in front, and reflecting the whole of thie barbaric its polished 
surface. Above, up011 a ledge of rock, tlie highly gorgeous scene wrw crowned by a 

fornled of parrelv of wood plated with silver, and all sroulld were %,,lendid 
groups of caparisorled elephants, war-lrorsre, and carne]s. Ueyond, the Feverel 
of the nualra-lsajah's army occupied picturesque positions among the llills, wllich opllHl 
to a view of the SI~OWY range bounding tlre distance. 

Runjeet Singh's el~tr~ance iuto his own camp, in point of pomp and circumstauee, ,,.ill 
bear a comparison wit11 the most ostentatious display of Asiatic ln~gnificence 
~secord. The troops were drawn up to receive him, superbly arrllyed: a 
lancers, wearing yellow satin vestments, richly embroidered witll gold, Hlld hl*nt]rd by 

officers glittering with jewels; the infantry, comprising six battalions, rigllt Ilundred 
strong, wore handsome uniforms in the Europcan style, and tlie artillery, wlliclr coIlbisted 
of forty guns, was well served and appoil~ted ; the most interesting portion, I ~ o ~ e v e r ,  to 
a stranger being one which is so strongly characterietic of a native army, the Sur\var 
camels, two hundred in number, each decorated with housings of crinison and gold, and 
carrying a swivel. Then there were tlie principal officers, sumptuously arrayed, mounted 
upon elephants, and affording, as they stood in clusters of three or four, between the 
long files of soldierfi, horse and foot, a sort of solid buttress, which had a very imposing 
appearance. The lines of soldiers were furtlrer diversified by groups occrrl,ying tlle 
centre, consisti~ig of the chiefs of battalions, all genlfi and gold. Presently a pun 1ra3 
fired, announcing the appearance of the maha-rajah, and a swarm of elephants appeared 
upon the scene, the stately pllalanx surrounded on all sides by irregular troops, lancers, 
and matcl~lock men, who, upon their spirited but well-trained horses, careeretl along 
with headlong speed, apparently in the most disorderly manner, tilting, jousting, and 
curvetting, as they hurried wildly on, though, when necessary, drawing up their horses 
in tlre midst of a charge, and turning aside, with extraordinary ease and dexterity, when 
upon the point of encountering some formidable obstacle. This wild pageant having 

I~assed, a grave-looking personage, most splendidly attired, appeared up011 a 
steed, ringing with gold and silver ornaments, then another troop, some in chain nrmour, 
and all in fanciful but superb costumes, and then, a t  least a hundred ~ a r d s  behind, like 
the hero of some scenic display, in the midst of a small group of elephants, and occupying 
a howdah of gold, placed upon the tallest and nlost majestic of these animals, canre the 
rnighty satrap himself. His approach was tlie signal for a discharge of artillery on both 
sides the river, which made the distant echoes ring. 

The splendour of the outward garnishing of Rr~njeet Singhls temporary nbode was 
11ot shamed by any discrepancy in the interior arrangements, every thing belonging to the 
establishment of this barbaric lord being in keeping. The two ~r inc ipa l  tents were 

formed of scarlet and purple broad-cloth, one lined with yellow satin and tlie othcr with 
shawls, and edged and decorated with gold ; their superb draperies being supported upon 
lnassy plated with gold, and richly chasetl. Two of the smaller pavilions were 

formed of crimson velvet, einb~*oidered with gold in a rich pattern of lotus leaves; all 
the awnings were of scarlet cloth, the ropes of crimson Silk, and the groupd 
carpets of the most costly description, some being of shawls, and others of yellow 
embroidered with crimson and gold. 

S 



The British camp, of course, shewed poor in comparison with that of a chief wlio 
to have brought all Bokhara's vaunted gold, and all the gems of Saularcunil, to 

the display; nevertheless, it was of a character befitting the representatives of (L natiou 
boasting Inore of internal ricl~cs than of outward show ; and Runjeet Singh himself, in 
the of liis glittering array, seemed much impressed with the appearance n ~ a d e  by 
his British allies. The number of Europeans present, two king's COI-~)S,  the 16th 
lancers, a l ~ d  the 31st rcgirnent, being in the governor's train, appeared to give 11im both 
surprise and pleasure. H e  regarded these troops wit11 evident astonislimel~t, autl 

remarked to those persons about Iiirn, that they were all so fair ancl young, tliey looked 
like gentlemen, comparing them to the sallibs of liis acquaintance. H e  expressed himself 
a190 llighly delighted with tlie wliole of the troops, and ~r'itli their niovements as they 
went tlirougli the several evolutions after the most al)pl*ored system of ~iiilitary tactics ; 
and the review being ended, he ordei-ed a la~.gcss, consisting of several niule-loads of 
rullees, to be distributed among the soldiers. Ho\r,ever rapacious tlie malia-rajah may 
1)e in his character of sovereign, upon t l ~ i s  occasion he displayed a truly prince-like 
liberality, presenting shawls and silk to eveley 1)ody who paid their respects to him. H e  
also occasioned several of the soldiers a i d  cnmp-followers, wlio had been induced by 
curiosity to reconnoitre the preciucts of his tented fielils, to be called before him, ancl 
dis~nissed them with Iiandson~e presents. I-Ie was much pleased with the equipmcnts of 
the British soldiers, especially the lancers ; anil tliougli i t  is impossible to  say whelher 
ears so well accustomed to the din and dissonance of native music could relish the more 
subdued harmony of our instrumental performers, he gave a thousand rupees to each of 
the bands accompanying Lord William's escort. 

Hunjeet Singh is a t  the liead of the most warlike nation of t l ~ e  East, the Seiks being 
a brave and adventurous race, equalling the Rajpoots in their spirit and enterprise, ant1 
more fortunate in the independence of their sovereign, n,liicli permits them to follolv 
the bent of their inclination in the pursuit of foreign co~~cluests. The Seiks, or Singhs, are 
a modern sect of Hiudoos, differing considerably fro111 their more ortliodox brethren, since 
they nrill eat the flesh of any animal, excepting that of tlie cow. These people are 
followers of Baba Nanuk, who several cenluries ago founded the sect, into which he 
admitted converts of all denominations. Tlie doctl-iues pl-omulgated by this pel-son have, 
llowever, been lost sight of in the lapse of ages, for he insisted upon the renunciation of' 
idolatry, and the abolition of caste, directing the attention of his followers to the precepts 
of u book rompiled by persons entering into these views, called the Adi Grunth. Uaba 
Nanuk's converts were in the first instance denominated Seilts (disciples), and were a 
peaceable race, but being persecuted, tlieir Iiigll-priest Govind, the tenth in descent, 
changed the appellation to that of Singh (lion), and called upon them to resist their 
oppl5essors, and take up the sword. Becoming warlilre, and spl-eaclir~g themselves over 
the Punjab, they obtained possession of the mllole country; but their l-eligion has dete- 
riorated. They now pay respect to caste, and, so far from retaining tlieir former tole- 
ration, look scrupnlously at  the descent of those Hindoos with m h o ~ n  tlley eat. 

Could Runjeet Singll transmit llis do~ninions to a successor whose talents equalled his 
own, wc n~igl l t  find our lleigl~bours of the Pulljab rather t~-oublesorne, but in all proba- 
bility the government will fall to pieces as soon as the present head of it  shall sleep with 



Ilis Catliers. Notwitlirrtanding his apparent desire to maintain a good understanding with 
the Cliristian rulers of India, i t  is confidently asserted, that during the panic that pre- 
vailed in tlie north-western portion, when our army was before Bhurtpore, Ilunjeet Singh 
consulted the French officers in his service respecting the policy of invwling the Corn- 
I,aliy'~ l~rovi~ices, and co-operating with the otlier native powers to drive the British 
out of India. I11 tlie event of a Russian invasion, 11e would in all probability take o 
decided part against us ; but circumstances will cliauge greatly upon his death, an eveut 
that niay be expected a t  no very remote period. The decease of ~ u n j e e t ' ~ i n ~ l 1  will ,give 
l-ise to three great parties ; namely, that of the legitimate son, Kauuek Singh, tlrat of 
Slicir S ing l~ ,  governor of Cashmere, and that of D a l ~ a n  Singh, tlre favourite. Possibly 
two of tliese parties will unite, but, a t  all events, great confusion and anarchy niust 
l~revail for a considcralle period; every petty chief will turn marauder, and encroach- 
111e11ts will take place on the territory of the protected states. The Indian goverument 
will hare tlie cl~oice of either taking possession of the Punjab, o r  keeping up au arniy 
of ten thousand men on tlie left bank of the Sutlej. 

Tlie army of Runjeet Singli llas been disciplined under the command of two F:ench 
officers of very distiliguislied nierit, wlio have introduced tlie tactics and system of their 
own nation ; and, in consequence, tlie French legion of cavalry, and the regular infantry, 
are said to be in a high state of field efficiency. 13esides tliese troops, the Ghora Cliurralls 
of the body g~iarcl, are, perhaps, the most effective regulars in India; tlieir men are all 
Seilts of good fanlily, and receive liberal pay ; they are ~plendidly equipped, their arms, 
consisting of swords and matcl~locks, being ~iiounted in silver. There is also a Gl~oorkrr 
battalion, and about four tliousand irregular cavalry attached to tlie army. The artil- 
lery consists of sixty pieces of liorse, and a hundred and twenty Ireavy guns ;  most of 
the latter being in tlie different forts. Tlle Seik army InoIres rapidly, and all baggage is 
conveyed OII camels, elepl~ants, I~orses, and mules. T l ~ e  Prencli legion of cavalry was 
entirely fornled by General Allard, tlieir systeln being that of tlie Frencli lancers ; t1:e 
nlen are  n iuc l~  attached to their co~nmandant, and these troops only require a few more 
European officers, to be nearly OII  a par with our regular native cavalry. Gcneral Allard, a 
man of high character and conciliatory manners, was a distinguislied officer in the imperial 
army of France ; he  adopted tlie Seik costume, allowed liis beard to grow, and mar~sied a 
native woman. The regular infantry are under General Ventura, aud are also disciplined 
in the F r e n c l ~  drill, the words of command being chiefly Frencli ; they are armed with 
firelocks and bayonets, and are  regularly paid and clothed. General Ventura served 
under Eugene Beaulia~.nois in Napoleon's Russian campaig~i ; Ile is a brave, intelligent 
officer, but violent in his temper, and not popular in liis manners. 

Runjeet Singh's own personal body-guard consists of a kind of legion of honour, coni- 
posed of picked men, arrayed in gorgeous dresses and rich armour, and considered to be the 
ilite' of tlie army. Tliese troopers are all tried sliots, and a t  eighty yards very seldom fail 
to liit a small brass pot with a matcliloclc. Tlie horse artillery of Runjeet's army consists of 
guns of small calibre, and tlieir field equipment resembles that of our late fort bat~eries, 
and consequently siich field-pieces would be utterly unable to cope wit11 our horse artil- 
lery; still, as tliese guns are drawn by I~orses, their fire wo~ild be always available, wliicli 
is not the case with bullock artillery. 
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Rulljeet Sing11 does not place ilnplicit confidence in  his European officers, keeping a 
watchful eye over them, and not unfrequently displaying marks of d i s t ~  ust. The uklr- 
bare, or native newspapers of the Upper Provinces, are continually reporting misunder- 
standings said to have occurred between him and these gentlemen, and some authorities 
state that French influence is on the decline a t  Lahore, though others, again, lamenting 
over the prevalence of European opinions, say that Runjeet Singh, instead of being 
independent, is controlled by his own general, M. Allard. In  fact, tlie fall of Hhnrtpore 
has impressed tlie native mind with a belief tliat nothing can now withstand thc British 
power-a conviction much strengthened by the courtesies shewn a t  Roopur by Runjeet 
Singh to the Company's Governor-General, wllicll seemed to give a n  assurance that,  
notwithetanding the strength of his position, ancl the state of llis army, lie would (lo 
nothing to oppose the universal rule. 

The Seik prince, thorlgh he has for some time languished in a precarious state of health, 
still holds out ; but in consequence of the general expectation that tlie complaints whicll 
he  labours under must shortly terminate his life, the disaffected cliiefs, conlprising all 
over whom he holds dominion, are believed to be secretly buckling on their arrnour for a 
struggle to regain the rights of which they have been deprived. Tlie British governnlent 
]night take advantage of so favourable an opportunity to annex the Punjab to its terri- 
tories, an object which could be effected without mncll cost of blood or  treasure ; but ill 
all probability the India Company's rulers will recognize the eldest son as the rightful 
heir ;  and, in requital of a throne which he could not otherwise retain or keep, they might 
easily induce him to cede Cashmere, and the posts recluired on his portion of the Indus, 
in paynlent of a pe~'l)etual subsicly. 

GSNERAL ABETRACT OF THE F o n ~ s ,  OBDNANCE, AND ARMY, OF MAHA-IIIJAH RUNJEET SINGH. 

Forts . 
Cons in ditto 
Guns in Horse Artillery, commanded by Natives 
Guns ill Foot Artillery, commanded by Native6 . 
hlortars . 
Tuombrorahs, or swivel-guns, mounted on camels : . 
Irregular Cavalry, commanded by Natives 
Regular Cavalry, commanded by General Allurd 
Infuntry commanded by three other French Olliccrs 
111fai1tl.y cumma~~ded by Native Officers . 
Golundauze 

Grand totul o f  the Army 





DORRO BOEDOOR.  

The Bhoodist religion has, in the island of Java, wholly give11 place to the doctrines 
of H r a h ~ n a ;  and so little is known concerning tlreera in which it flourished, that opinions 
are divided resl~ecting the period of its introduction; some autho1.s suppOsillg that it  
preceded the present prevailing systeln of faith, while others maintain that it 11ad a later 
origin. Amid the numerous Ulioodist nlonulnents still in existence in ])laces where tile 
religious worship formerly perfornled in them has disappeared, none possess a greater 
degree of interest and beauty than the teu11)le a t  Rorro Bocdoor. It  is situated eigllteen 
miles to the north-west from Ytlgyacarta, and is very extensive, and solidly built. The 
image of Uhood, in the contemplative a t t i l d e ,  wllich is al\vnys t l ~ c  cIlaracteriStic of 
this deity, is placed in each of the series of nicl~es stretching alollg the edifice, wllicll is 
altogether strikingly dissimilar to the renlains to be found upon the co~itinellt of India, 
dedicated to tlie same purpose. 

T l ~ e  interior of Java, tl~ougll t l ~ e  island has been ,so long in tlle possessioll of a 
European power, is little known. what eve^^ information the Dutch colonists 111ay Ilave 
obtained concerning the coulltry of their I-esidence, is kept to the~nselves, the jealousy of 
the government rendelsing it unwilling that the attention of tlie civilized world sllould be 
called to a scene wticll i t  11as been the policy of the authorities to render as little attractive 
as possible. T l ~ e  antiquities of the island of Java are altogether very interesting, and, 
during the 1)eriod in which it  was in the possession of the Britisl~, were visited by lllany 
gc~ltlenien of learning and researcll ; the numerous avocations, I~owever, wl~ich ernl)loyed 
the time alld attention of those who held appointments under the governnlent, ant1 the 
brief interval of our occupation, prevented the nlost anxious inquirers from talting more 
than a cursory glance. 

The cl~anges now in progress in the Eastern archipelago, will, in  all probability, lead 
to sonle alteration in the internal government of Java, which cannot nlucli longer exist 
under the present system. The Dutch must, sooner or later, consent to forego many 
of their favourite doctrines, and either relinquish the monopolies to wllicll they cling so 
fonclly, or lose the remnant of their ~~ossessions in India. 

Tllere is 11erhaps no place in the world more easily susceptil~le of improvement than 
Java, w l ~ e t l ~ e r  we regard the extent and value of its natural prodncts, or the spirit and 
industry of its native inl~abitants. Oppressed in every way, they have beeti compelled, 
after a few vain struggles, to submit to a despotisnl which admits not a hope of advantage 
to the nlultitude ; but this short-sighted policy in a g ~ \ ~ e r n m e n t  \\,hose true interest it is 
to make the people subservient to its rule, rich and happy, lllust be changed for a more 
liberal system. Free ports, up011 the same as that at Sillgapore, will be 
springing up in all directions in the archipelago ; and the total loss of its trade, already 
declining, will oblige the Dutch autllorities either to adopt tlre cllanges whicll cil*ctunl- 
stances so loudly call for, or to cecle the c o ~ ~ n t l ~ y  to ~~~~~~~s. 

Tlle drawing from n.llic11 this engravillg wau ~uacle was talten by n Dutch officer 
before tlle restoration of tlle island of Java by t l ~ e  English to its fol-n~er go~~erl lment ,  
and was sent to Sir Alesandel- Jol~llston by his friend the late Colonel Mackenzie, n ~ h o  
was at  tl~tlt  time tlle chief eugineer in the British service, for the pul.llose of bci~lg l~laced 
in a collection of' dratvi~igs \vllicll Sir Alexander Jol~llston was eml~loyed in f o r ~ l l i l l ~ .  
The ol~ject which Sir Alexander 11ad a t  heart, was the gathering togetiler of dralrli~lgs and 



ground-pla~~s of the most celebrated Hindoo and Bhoodist temples ill India, and on tlie 
islands of Ceylon and Java, with a view of illustrating a history of the rise, progress, ant1 
influence of these two systen~s of worship in diferent parts of Asia ; and also with a view 
of collecting niaterials for a history of the state of the Hiniloo and Ul~oodist systems of 
architecture in ancient and modern times. This drawing is of tlie more in lpor ta~~ce  at  lire 
present period, as it is understood that a conl~nunication has recently ttrkeri place betweerr 
tlie Prince-Royal of Bavaria and Sir Alexander Jollnston, relative to the best 111ode of 
sending out to India a comnlission composed of persons conversant in ditf'erer~t bl~anclres 
of science, for the purpose of carrying into effect the ~ d a n  for~ilecl by Sir Alexautler 
Johnston, so hl* back as the period in which he was Presirlent of His Majesty's cou~rcil 
a s s e ~ ~ ~ b l e d  for the pllrpose of examining illto the stale and condition of Ceylon. A cletailetl 
description of tlie ruins of thc temple Uorro Roedoor may be found in tlie second voll~liie 
of Crawford's work on the islands of tlie Eastern arcl~ipelwgo, and also in tlie secontl 
volume of the octavo edition of Raffles' I-iistory of Java. 

A SUTTEE. 

Formerly the European traveller in India, who saw, on approaching one of those 
numerolls gliauts or landing-places whicli form so striking and so pecnliar a feature of its 
rivers, a morethan usual concourse of people assembled, might entertain the disgreeable 
expectation of finding the preparation for a Suttee. The abolition of this dreadful rite 
tliroughout tlie Company's territories, has p~-evented the enactment of many liideol~s 
scenes, which are still common i l l  the states wider native jurisdiction. Tllougl~ the 
sacrifice may be performed in any convenient place, the banks of a river are always 
chosen in preference, bathing being one of the preliminary obse~~vances enjoined to the 
victim. 

The Suttee commemorated in the accompanying engraving, was perforuiecl in tlre 
immediate neiglrbourhood of Baroda, during tlie period ill wllicli Sir James Carnac, t l r e ~ ~  
a major in the Company's service, was political resident. The circuinstances connected 
with the immolation now recorded, which are related by Capt. Grilicllay, who mas present 
a t  the last sad scene, are of a very ron~antic nature, and calculated to invest what is 
generally a mere brutal exhibition, wit11 a liigh degree of interest. 'l'he Suttee was a 
young Brahminee woman from tlie Deccan, niarried to a person of her own caste, liolrli~lg 
ail appointment as writer under one of the military clriefs of Dowlali Rao Scindiah, and 
absent frorti Iris home a t  tlie time. One night the death of 11t.1- I~usband was c o i ~ n ~ ~ ~ u i i -  
cated to lrer in a dream; and, strongly impressed with tlie truth of tlie revelation, she 
became a prey to anxiety and grief. Shortly afterwards, as she was returning to Ilelu 
cottage with a pot of water upon lier head, an occupation always perfornled by females 
of l ~ e r  class, a circumstance happened whicli confirnled her worst apprehensions. S l ~ e  
had placed her necklace, the symbol of her married state, on the top of the jar, and, it 

crow aliglrtirrg, flew away with it. This dreadful oliien 1)roducecl a conviction an~ounting 
to certainty, that the fatal event lrad taken place. 'I'l~rowing down the vessel, and 
looselling her hair, she returned to lier deso1:lte hol~le, declaring her intention to join I ~ e r  
Irusband in the graye. 

The circumstance being re1)orted to the Bl'itisli resident, 11e inimediately repaired to 
the house of the presumed widow, with tlre liumane intention of' dissuading I ~ e r  from her 
rasli I-esolution. Finding his e f i r t s  unavailing, lie engaged the assistance of tlre 11ative 







~ r i n c e ,  who alwo readily undertook the benevolent ~niseion, appearing with a large retinue 
a t  the door; and when his representations failed to produce the derrired effect, he 
surrounded the avenues with Ilia attendants, in order to  prevent the u l ~ h a p ~ ~  woman 

from flying to persons wllo would encourage her in her design. Aware that the abje:t 
state of' poverty to which a Hindoo widow, who can inherit nothing, must be reduced ul,c,n 
the death of her husband, is often the true cause of her sacrifice, the prince generously 
offered the means of future subbistence, urging at the sarrie time the duties which she 
owed to her family, whom she would leave unprotected ; and the uncertainty of the loss 
which she deplored. The widow remained unn~oved and unconvi~lced, and, 011 being 
a s s ~ ~ r e d  that she would not be permitted to ascend the fktal pile, drew a dagger from 
lie]. bide, and, it11 all  the vehelnel~ce which passion could lend, declared, that her blood, 
the l~lood of a Brahmin woman, should be upon the head of hiin ~ 1 1 0  offered to prevent 
tile sacrifice. Few Illdiallv are  proof against fear of tlre consequences of driving all 
enthusiast to this act of desperation. The curse is supposed to be almost unnlitigable ; 
and, perceiving her determination, the prince withdrew. 

Self-sacrifice is consideretl so honourable among every cl;lss of I.Iindoos, that tile 
widow, although rushing alrnost companionless to the ghaut, was soon surrou~ided by 
thronging multitudes of kindred, friends, and spectators. She formed a snlall Image of' 
rice, to represent the body of her husband; the pile was prepared; and, having gone 
tl~rougli the usual cerelnonies and abll~tions, she repaired to tlre fatal place, imn~ediately 
in front of the arch, in t l ~ e  centre of the  late, and resigned herself to tile devouring 
flame. In  the course of three weeks the tidings arrived of the death of the I~usl~:tn~l, 
wl~ich, strange to say, corresponded with the date of the dreaul. 

F O n T R E S S  OF B O W R I E ,  IN RAJPOOTANA. 

The name of Rajpoot is connected with military enterprise, every Inan, so c a l l i ~ l ~  
himself, feeling compelled to support his claim to the proud title by n~irlding a swo~.d. 
111 consequence of the warlike disposilion of the inhabitants, and the difficult nature of' 
the country, Rajpootana never was thorouglily subdued by those victorious Moguls, who 
carried their conquests througl~out many well-defended provinces, down to the Inore easy 
acquisition of Bengal. At feud  will^ each other when not engaged in combating an 
invading stranger, the chieftains fortified t l ~ e ~ ~ ~ s e l v e s  upon heights which they deemed 
inaccessible to a hostile force. The native idea, fpunded upon a code of ~nilitary tactics 
now exploded, that safety was best to be found a t  great elevations, has n~ucl l  in11,roved 
the appearance of the country in all 11illy districts. Whatever   nod err^ fortifications n ~ a y  
h a v ~  gained in strength, they have lost in picturesque effect; ant1 most persons who have 
had any opportunity of conteml~lating the bastions and towers of feudal times, will 
syn~patliize with the disappointnlent experienced by Sir Walter Scott when 11e first I)ehelcl 
a modern citadel. 

Ruined villages, of nhicll there are abundance in India, are not n o r e  plel~tiful t h a ~ ~  
the fortresses to be met \\,it11 imlnediately as the upper provinces are gained, ancl n e  
approach a countl.y capable of being defended from a Ileight. Every little rajal~,  or 
petty chief, c l in~bs an eminence, and entrenclles himself within n~alls of mud or stone, 
according as his means will afforcl : these eagles1 nests are garrisoned by troopsof retaille~*s 
armed wit11 spears, and bows, and rusty matcl~locks, and hearing the defensive weaport so 
long out of use in Europe, namely, the sllield. T l ~ e  country comprehended untler the 



at7 \'IEWS I N  I N D I A .  

llalne of Rajpootana, is conlprised of so many districts, that every v a ~ ~ i e t y  of scenery i~ to 
be found in i t ;  but tl~ougll the valley of Oodipore and o t l ~ c r  eyudly beautiful portions 
are celebrated for the exquisite loveliness of the la~~dscape,  the general cliamcter is tllat 
of eterility. T l ~ e  country, therefore, re1)resented ill the plate, s u r r o u ~ ~ d i ~ ~ g  t l ~ c  fortress of 
Bowrie, n ~ u s t  be co~~sitlered as a favourable speci~nen: wood allel water, w l ~ i c l ~  fail in 
many o t l~er  tracts, are here abundant; the banian affortls an u~i~bri igeous foliage to tire 
scene, and t l ~ e  one delineated in the a c c o n ~ p a n y i ~ ~ g  engraving \\,ill give the reatler 
an accurate idea of the manner in w l ~ i c l ~  a wlrole grove is produced fro111 tlre l~aren t  stclil. 
Eacll of the pendent fibres, upon reaching the ground will take root, att'ortling support to 
the branch whence it has descended, and enabling it  to pus11 out fartl~er, ant1 fling clown 
other pillars, until a t  length t i  wide area all round is forniecl illto avenues, some of tll?sc 
trees covering several acres. A native, who regards this beautiful product of nature with the 
greatest veneration, will never., with his owu cousent, 11ernlit a banian-tree to be cut dowll 
or mutilated ; few, I~owever, are allowed to sprcad tlle~ilselves to their greatest extent, 
as t l ~ e  ,ground is in ~ n a n y  places too valuable to be thus occupiecl. Tlle small fig produced 
by tile bauian furnishes nutritious food to imrnense niultitudes of a~rimals-n~onlre~s, 
squirrels, peacocks, and various other birds, living anlid its brancl~es ; and, indeed, so great 
are the advantages to be derived from its shade, and finom the l~rotection it afords to tile 
inferior classes of the a r ~ i ~ u a l  creation, that it  is not surprising that the I-Ii~~cloos s l ~ o ~ t l d  
look upon it as a natural temple, anil be inclined to pay it divine l~onours .  

There is a tree of this description on the banlcs of the Nerbudda, which, t l~ough  
exposed to the devastating influence of' high Hoods wl~icll have washed a portion away, 
nieasured two tl~ousand feet in circu~nference, the principal S~C~IIIS,  three h u n d ~ w l  and 
fifty in ~runrl,e~-, being only includerl. Travellers seek slrelter in these magnificent 
pavilions, : ~ n d  the religious tribes of Hindoos are particulal-ly fond of resting beneath their 
umbrageous canopy. IJnder many; a reside~rt Bra l~min  is often to be found, and few 
are ~vithout t l ~ e i ~ .  attendant priesthoocl in sorne shape or otl~e~*-the Jogeis, Byragees, 
Gossaens, Sunyesses, 01. other denominatioii of Fakeers. 

BORIBAY I-IARBOUR,-FISIIING-BOATS I N  THE RIONSOON 

'l'l~e Harbour of Bombay presents one of the n ~ o s t  striliing ant1 beautiful views that 
ever cleliglrted the eye of a paintcr. T l ~ e  sl~lentlour and su l~ l in~i ty  of its scenery offer 
s u c l ~  111111icrou3 CI~LIIIIS to ad~r~irat ion,  that it is by nrany considered to bear the p a l n ~  fi~om 
the far-famed bay of Na1)les. During the I.)i.st season of the year, the water is sn~ootli ,  
wlrile tlre breeze blowiug in fi-on~ the sea t l ~ r o u g l ~  the greatel. ],art of the day, the very 
sn~allest boats are, wit11 the assistar~ce of tlre tide, ellabler1 to \-oy;ige along the beautiful 
coast, or to tlre various islancls wl~icll gem tlre scarcely ruffled wave, aucl to return with 
the returning flood, \vithout experiencing any of the dangers w l ~ i c l ~  must be encountered 
in less secure pla.ces. Even during the Inonsoon, mlrelr Inany otlrer places of tile Illtlian 
coast are onalqlroachal~le, when tlre lofty anel apparently interminable mountains 1vllic11 
form the n~agnificent back-ground are calq)ecl wit11 clouds, and t l ~ e  sea-birds that loye 
t l ~ e  s to rn~ ,  sltinl between the foam-cron~ncd Lillows, tlre tislring-11o;~ts breast the wavc.s, 
and ~)ursue t l~e i r  occul~ation uninterl.ul)tetlIy. At this season, oltllo~rgh tlre reality of tlre 
d:tngc-r is not l~ing to exl)erienced sailo~-s, the aspect of tlre 1rarl)our becomcs wild, anrl 
even te~trific-clurk~~ess enve1ol)t.s the slcy, :u~d t l ~ c  woody ~ ,~ .o~nontor ies  ant1 bold romantic 
cliffs, risirrg a b o ~ e  village, town, arlcl c ~ t t i ~ g e ,  ;we obacu~.ecl by tlrc (li11gy scud \~lricIr 







tlrives a1011,g. Wllcll, however, the llionsoon has expended its utmost fury, and fine 
settled weather urld clear skies return, the harbour is to be seen in all its luxllriance 
and b e a ~ ~ t y .  

Bombay is situated in the latitude 18' 56' north, and consi~ts  of a small island, not 
more tl1a11 t ~ v e r ~ t y  miles in circumference, that gives its name to the British I)retlidency, 
wliicl~ now con~prehe~rds  within its jurisdiction many provinces of Western India. 
T l ~ o u g l ~  not diatingui4led for the s1)lendour of its builtling% the favourable nature of the 
nite gives to niarly all in~posing cffect ; while the fortifications, and tile wllarfs stretcIlillg 
down unto tlie watelu, folanl exceedingly picturesque objects, and adtl greatly to tIlr 
striking nature of the whole scene. Wc owe the establishment of a E ~ r o ~ , e ; ~ ~  colony at 
Bombay to the Portrlguese, ~r,lio, on account of the great excellence of its 11arl,o111., 
establislied a s n ~ a l l  cornn~unity upon the island, their principal settlement, a ~ ~ d  the seat 
of their governnierrt Leing a t  Goa. From the earliest times it  was a very consideraI~Ir 
e n ~ p o r i u ~ n  for the comulerce of' the intel-ior, and it is now the great mart for cottoll al~tl 
~ n a ~ r y  o t l ~ e r  articles col~nected wit11 the China trade. The iclland itself, originally 
consisting of isolated ranges of rocks covered with a forest of cocoa-nuts, is 11artly arri- 
ficial, l ~ e i n g  now connected by causenrays, while large pools of stagnant water, being tilled 
up, are  b rougl~ t  under cultivation. Great nun~bers  of cocoa-treea have been cut d o w ~ ~ ,  
but still sufficient reniain to give a character to the groves. The wl~ole of the udjacen~ 
co~r t ine~l t  ancl the ~ ~ e i ~ l ~ l ~ o u ~ * i n g  islands present r i c l~  masses of wood, every kind of timber 
common to tlie c l i n ~ e  flourishing in a soil l~lessed wit11 tlie richest fertility. Here tlrr 
~iia~jestic banian spreads its sylvan tenrple; here the prolific mango sl~eds its g o l d r ~ ~  
fruitage; and the gartlens teen] wit11 liunes, citrons, tanitwinds, grapes, plantains, b a n a ~ ~ a s ,  
c~~s ta rd- ;~pples ,  and all tlrc varieties of 1111ts yielded by the p a l ~ n .  

BonlI~ay is furnisl]ed wit11 an a l ~ u ~ ~ d a n t  supply of vegetables f i .6~1  t l ~ e  n e i p l ~ b o u r i ~ ~ g  
islancl of Salsette, ~ v i t h  whicll i t  is connected by means of a causeway; those of European 
origin grow freely, and it is particnlarly celebrated for the potato, and for tlle fine-L 
onions to be ft ,ul~d t , l~ rou~l lou t  the whole l~euinsula. The sea is equally l~rocluctivc wit11 
the l a ~ l d ;  tlie iuhal~itants of many villages scattered along the l~arbour and its nrimero~rs 
islarlds, subsisting elltirely from the profits of their nets. In  addition to the pon~fret 
alld tile sal,le, \vliicl~, with other varieties of the fishy tribe belonging to Indian seas, are 
found in many parts of its sllores, Bombay is visited by a fish peculiar to this c o a ~ t ,  
called tile l ~ ~ ~ l l l ) i ~ l ~ ,  a species of sand-eel, wl~ich is of a very nutritive quality. I t  is eaten 
ill large rlunlltities fresll, and is by many considered a great delicacy, while otllers 
only rcgartl it as a n ~ a s s  of flavourless jelly. Ininiense numbers, dried iu the sun, for111 
all article for esl,ortation, and fur~lish t l ~ e  priucipal part of the food eaten by the 1asrar.u. 
Shell-fisli also abound, and turtle are sometimes ca11~11t. 

SASSOOR, I N  T H E  DECCAN. 

The most ~ ~ e n i o t e  and secluded places in India f reque~~t ly  display to the astonisl~rtl 
eyes of the Enropenn t~*arell(.r scenes of beauty and of splendota, nrhicl~, if situated in :In). 
other country, would attract crowds of tourists to the spot. Iulagine the surprise of a 

party journeying through a tract of country of no great celebrity, when suddenly coming 
upon a scene like this u.11ich is represented in the engraving. 'rhere splendid gl~auta, 
shrines, and temples arise a t  the confluer~ce of two inconsiderable streams ; a circumstallce 
which in the eyes of the Hir~doos always invests the spot in which it occurs 1vit11 pecnliilr 



sanctity. This junction takes 1)lacc Ileals the fortifitd l ~ i l l  of P o ~ - ~ * u n d a l ~ ,  to t l ~ r  soutll-east 
of Poonah. Tlie principal teml)le is dedicated to Mal~adeo, 1111tler a ~ ~ o t l ~ e r  Ilanle, i111d 
is surroul~ded by several sl~l.ir~es, s e ] ) ~ ~ l c l ~ r a l  ~ u o n u ~ n e r ~ t s ,  a r ~ d  111crnoria1s of the i111111o1;ltions 
of widows on tlie funeral piles of t l ~ e i r  l iusba~~ds .  Alt l rol~gl~ very few H i ~ ~ d o o  c-astes 
I~ury  tlieir tleatl, ill 111any instances the ashes are collected, and 1)rcservctl ill Luilili~igs 
prepared for tl~eil- reception ; while t l ~ e  burning of \vido~vs is esteenrcd so I~ol~ourable, 
that it  seldo~u fiiils of being prol)erly c o n ~ i n e ~ ~ ~ o r i ~ t e d .  l ' l ~ c  valley of Sassoor is ;L sort 
of oasis in the desert, the a i l joce~~t  country be i i~g  singulirrly rocky iund barrt.11; the 
contrast therefore of its splendid l~uililings, its cool tri~risl)arent waters, and t l ~ e  fine trees 
wl1ic11 have been carefully pla~~tecl  in tlic s u ~ - r o ~ ~ n i l i n g  ggarile~~s, produces a stl-iking 
efect upon the eye. 'Ihc atljacent \valleil 1.1uilding IS i~ palilce of one of the great 
Bralllliill fanlily of P~~orundhusee ,  wl~ose fortulles fur ul)warils of a ce~i tury l ~ i ~ v e  been 
closely connected wit11 those of tlie Peisli~vi~s, princes who Iravc n~ntle  a very cor~sl~icuous 
figure in the affairs of the Deccan. Like nlaiiy otlier b ~ ~ i l d i ~ ~ g s  of' the same dcscr ip t io~~,  
this palace is strongly fortilied, anil i l l  1818 its g i~r r i so~i  held out for ten days against a 
division of the Bri t is l~ arlily. T l ~ c  covel-etl cnrrii~ge in the foregrountl is a reprcse~~tat ion 
of a native eqr~ipagt., IIIIICII ill r e q ~ ~ e s t  wit11 f i~ i l~ i~ les  of r ;~nk,  called :L Rliilt, or l l l ~ e t a  ; it 
is dra\rn by two ~uilli-white I.~r~llocks, th r  fhvonrite color~r of these animals, and the 
canol)y of fine scarlet clot11 is o r ~ ~ a n ~ e i i t e i l  a t  tllc top with a gilt p i ~ ~ e - i ~ p p l e ,  ml~i le  two 
Rlahratta Ilorsemen for111 the escort. 

T l ~ e  usual idlers of an Indi iu~ g l ~ a u t ,  are to be seen bathing, praying, gossiping, o r  
clra\si~lg water, toget l~er  witli t l ~ e  ~ i e v e r - f i ~ i l i ~ ~ g  Gossain, \vl~o may Lc distinguisl~ed by 
the tlo\ving drapery, ~v l l i c l~  11e I~olcls 111) over his right arnl. Beyond the steps of tlie 
ghaut,  under t l ~ e  sp~-eatling foliage of some pine-trees, the s ~ u a l l  calilp of the Europeiin 
party, to wl~orn n-e are indebted for a sketcll of this beilrltiful scene, ap1)ears a proof 
of the excellent taste sl~o\r.n by t l ~ e  servants of a n  ilnglo-Iticlian establislinient, who 
generally c o ~ ~ t r i v e  to pi tc l~ the te i~ t s  in some peculiarly deligl~tful place. 

The neiglibouring t o ~ v ~ i  of Fassoor contains a co~rsidcrable nmnber of' sul~stantial 
brick and stone buildings, ancl the adjacent fortress of' L'orllunder colnnlanils a very fine 
view of the surro~~ncl ing colultry, n-lricl~ is seen to great advantage at  sunrise. The 
valley in wllicl~ both the town and the fortress stand, is ricl~ly cultivateil, l ~ e i ~ i g  wateretl 
by t l~ose fertilizing streams, which in India are  so l ~ i g l ~ l y  valneil as to beconie objects 
of veneration. Hence the I)eautiflll pagodas rnl~icl~ rise upon tlie banks, afording, with 
tlleir accoiilpanying g l~au ts ,  a scene of recreation a ~ ~ c l  e~ljoyment to every class of the 
inhabitants, and offering to the wayfarer rest alld refres1inlent.-If we trace tlie institutions 
and superstitions of the Hindoos up  to t l~c i r  t rue source, we s l~a l l  find that they 
origi~iated in very natu~-al  and laudable feelings ; and it  must ever be a source of regret 
to tlre ~ ~ h i l a ~ ~ t l i o p i c  nrind, that so good-intentiol~ed a people shoulcl not 11at.e bee11 guided 
by true ligllts, and that tlicir religious e~rtllusiasii~ slloulcl 11;ive been pervertecl and 
tlirown away upon iclols. 





l'llli: CI.:L4E13KATED 1IINI)OO TEMPLES A S D  PALACE AT MADURA. 

Tlre s i r r g l ~ l a r l ~  irltercsting re rna in~  represented in the accolnpanying engraving, occur 
i l l  the i111111edi;tte ~reigl~bourhood of tlie ancient city of M;idura, wllicll is situated in the 
soi~tlrc~r~n Caruatic, arrd was for~lrerly a ])lace of very considerable inrl,ortallce. 

Madura was celebrated 11s tlie seat of learnirrg in this part of the wol,ld, its college 
l~eirlg farr~ous all over the East, alrtl, ~ ~ r e v i o u s  to the clrangen whicl~ took place after the 
Rlo l~a~nu~et lan  concluest, exercisrcl a 8trong dcgrec of irrfluelice over tlle entire of tlla 
native p011ul~ition. I t  corltin~ied to flouris11 during seven centuries, its institutions secur- 
ing to both nrale and femitle cllilclren, fol. the sex was not degradetl in those days, nn educa- 
tion of a very liberal rlatnre. According to the rules catablislied at tlre fo i~nd~t ion  of tlliR 
college, every person, witlrout resl~ect to caste, was eligil~le to l~ecolne professors, up011 
allowing tlie requisite cl~i:llificatio~~s ; and at  a someml~at late period, \vl~en tlre pejudicev 
of the Bra l ln l i~~ic t~ l  faith Ilad l~eco~rre niore confi rined, two persolrs presented the~nselves, 
who were Parial~s,  a brotller and sister. An attempt was made to exclude these candi- 
dates; but, confidently apl~calilrg to the la\rps 1);lsscd upon the estal~lishment of the college, 
and being foulld to excel all other conrl)etitors, they were elected, and continued to be at 
t l ~ e  head of the institution daring the remainder of their lives. 'I'unvaluver, t l ~ e  brother, 
and the author of nlany distinguisl~ed \vorlis ill the 'I'amil language, becanie the presi- 
d e n t ;  and to Aryia, the sister, the coulrtry was illclel~ted for t l ~ e  l~es t  elcrnentnrp treatises 
mlricl~ ever aj~peared,  11er productiorrs bcir~g to this day t11e class-books of the sclrolars 
of tile lrigliest rank  and caste in all tlie I-Iindoo scl~ools i l l  tile Peninsula of India. I t  is 
wortlly of remark, that tlie neglect of female ed~~ca t ion ,  and the ~nora l  slavery to nr l~icl~ 
the women of India have been recluced, hare exerted a very inj~u~ious eff'cct on the con- 
dition of all classes of society-learnii~g has declined, and the clraracter of the people 
has suff'ered in ],ropo~*tion. 

111 the educatiolr of their women, tlie Hiridoos were infll~enced l ~ y  the soundest prili- 
ciples, justly ol~servillg, tlrat to the sex tlre care of the male clrildren must necessarily be 
entrusted a t  a 1,eriod of life in n-llicli they ~vould receive their earliest and strongest 
ilrlpressions. Had this wise system corrtinued, India would have presented a very dif- 
ferent aspcct at this t i ~ n e ;  but in atlolrting Rlolran~nredan prejudices, it 11as effectually I re -  
vented the ;idvance of kno\rrledge, and tlie progress of civilization and refinenlent. 

The ~suins a t  Rlatlr~ra are ol~,jects of 1x11-ticnlar interest in tlie present day, on account 
of tire attelnpts mlricli are  malting to revive learr~ing in the East, and to restore the 
college a t  tllis ],lace to its origi~ial splendour. 111 conseqoence of the influence whicll 
was exercisetl by this college for seven centuries over tlie Hindoos in tlie soutllerrl pen- 
insula of India, two celebrated Jesuit niissionaries, Robel-tus ile Nobilius, and Besclli, 
flourislting ill the seventeenth and eighteentli centuries, formed plans for its revival, but, 
owing to dissensions i l l  their order, were unal~le  to carry t l~eni  into eKect. The father 
of Sir Alexailder Johnston, and the late Colo~lel Macltenzie, w l ~ o  ~sesided at  Madura in 
1783, having procurecl an account of tlie ancient college, and copies of tlre l)laris of 
Robertus de Nobilius and Besclli, in that year formed a plan of their own for the revival 
of tllis college; and Colonel Macltenzie, 11,1ro was an officer of engineers, and who was 
tllen the building of the hol~se for n2r. Johnston, which is known at  
Rladura by tile nalne of Johnston's IIouse, and wliicl~ is now the proper of Sir Alexander 
Jollnston, a t  tile request of Mr.  Jollnston laic1 out this house in such a manner as sl~oultl 
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e;lable liim, whenever all opportunity might offel., to collvert it illto the llilldoo college 
which he l ~ a d  planned. No such opportunity, however, occurred tluring tlie lives of' 
Colonel Mackcnzie and Mr. Jollnston ; but, as the house is still the propcrty of Sir Ales- 
allder Johnston, 11e II;IJ offered lo make over all right wliich he lias lo  it, accordirlg to 
tile original plan of his father, to any individual 01, society who may agree to carry that 
Ijlall illto erect  ; and he is now iu communication with a society abroad, wlio have the 
illtention of sending out to  Matlura six ilicn emineutly dislinguisl~ed in direrent  b r a l ~ c l ~ e s  
of science, for the purpose of establisliir~g themselves a t  Madura, and eclucatin=; the 
Hindoos of tlint part of India, and circulating amoligst the111 the arts alld sciences of' 
Europe. 

In  addition to their' ~rr;lgnitude and splendour, l l ~ c  buildings delineatccl in the acconl- 
Ija~iying engraving, are remat-liable for their dissiniilitude to the general style of Hintloo 
architectore. up011 inquiry it has heen i~scertained, t,llat the departure from the usual 
niode exhibited in some portiol~ of tlie llalace was occasioned by the suggestiolis of tllc 
.Jesuit missio~~ary, Robertus Nobilius, I~efore mentioned, w l ~ o ,  with a view to the intro- 
tluction of the religion which lie acl~~ocated, recommendecl tlie orllarnent;rl al,pelidages 
of angels, wliosc appearance has puzzled many of the le;~l,ned, surprised by the c o ~ ~ f i ~ a i o ~ i  
of various styles, wllicl~, llowevcr, ~~ot ,withstanding their departure from recog~iized rules, 
give to the whole an imposing character. 

The grcat temple covered an an~azirlg extent of ground, and, in addition to Ll~e 
liumerolls shrines dedicated to tho favourite deities; T r i ~ u ~ ~ l n a i g ,  the forlnde~., errctetl 
a nlagriificent chotlltry for the acconlnlodatio~~ of travellers and wayfarers within its waIIs. 
These remains are now beginning to excite a very great degree of atte~lt,ion, ancl tli-swings 
illustrative of them have been sent to Rome, a place which will probal~ly f u r ~ ~ i s l ~  Inany 
scientific and i~itellectual travellers, anxious to further the ~ i e w s  for the diss~~rr i t la t ior~ 
of knowledge, now directed to  so interesting a portion of the Uritisli ernl);~.e i ~ i  t l ~ e  
Eust. 

S C E N E  I N  KATTEAWAR,-TRAVELLERS A N D  ESCOIW. 

'rhe unsettled state of the cormtry, tenanted by n,iltl tribes of a very la\\less 
clescription, renders it necessary that  those ~vl io undertake long jol11,neys in  Guzerat, 
sl1ou1l.l travel well protectecl. The scene in the plate represents a party just arriving a t  
the llalting grouilcl, ~v l l i c l~ ,  in the absence of better acconi~nodation, l ~ a s  beell cl~osen on 
a 1)lai11 tliiclcly scattered over with the reniains of tonlbs. The sepulcl~reu of India are 
so co~npletely devoir1 of those revolting featlires wliicl~ in otlier countries r e ~ ~ c l e r  then1 
so distast,eft~l to t l ~ e  living, tliat no person can possibly have a n y  ol~jection to take u p  
all a l~ode  in tlieln : wells are  ns~lally found in thcir vicinity, :rnd they arc gelierally 
erected in pleasant while during the greater portion of t l ~ c  year, the nights in 11itli;r 
ere so remarkably fine, that the s l~el ter  aff'orcled I)y a pavilion, open, as the olle in the 
plate, to all the winds of I l e a ~ e n ,  1)roves quite sufficielrt for con~fort.  Fires are  speeclily 
ligl~ted in the evening bivouac, nni~nals iulloaded, and the baggage piled in a place 
offeri~lg the greatest cllallce of s e c ~ ~ r i t y .  Each person is pl.ovide~1 wit11 food, the 
Iiintloos contenting tlieniselves with a s in~ple  nieal of grain and vegetables, to which the 
richer portion acld butler an,] sl)ices. 'I'he Xfolinmmedan travellers, tlior~gli allowed 
;t Illore generous diet, arc \veil sati~fiecl, wliell upon a 1narc11, with the same tnaterials 
~ ' r ~ l ~ a r e d  somewhat di8brentlp. Water  is the colllnloll beverage, ~rllicll ,  wit11 the 
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addition ol' rugar, a ~ ~ d  tlle juice of so~iie of the abundarrt fruits, is easily converted illto 

s l ~ e r l ~ e t .  A cloak or  blanhct, or a t  most a thin ~riat  or Illatfrasa, eu&ces for tlle bed, 
111811)' ale~llillg a9 l~l'ofoulldly 111JO11 the h e  enrtlr, as if they were cradled on tile collc]leb of 

kings. \Vealtl~y 1IersoIlb t r a ~  el provided \r ith tents ; a ~ ~ d  the niglrt encaml,ole~lt oftrll 
boast6 a great deal Inore of coirrfort, t1ia11 perbons unacquainted tvith the clilllate alltl 
niaiiriers of the ~)eol)le could l~ossibly iuiagine. 

Tile 11anle of Katteawar is frequerrtly applied by tlre natives to tlre s hole of tilp 
penir~sula of Guzerat, but in reality it only collrllrellendb a portioli of tlre i~iterior. 
Accubto~ued to a predatory life, the natives of this district lire ery r c l ~ ~ c t a r ~ t l ~  c o u ~ l ~ ~ l l r d  

to relinquish old Iiabits, to wlrich they return upon every favourable occasion. They 
are a l~old,  warlike race, but  not numerous; a circn~nstarlce partly onring to a practice very 
l~revalent, that of fe~nale  infanticide. I t  has been erroneously supposed tlrat tile eHLrts of 
the British political agenls employed for the purpose, and the treaties s l l i c l ~  t l~ey ]lave 
obtained, hare  occasioned the abolition of tliis frightful practice. Accordi~ig to tlle 
best-autl1er1ticatc(1 a c c o u ~ ~ t s ,  it still exists to a very great extent alllong the higl~er  classeb, 
wlio, in conbequence of the difficulty of procuring buitable matches for tlieir daugl~ters, 
murder t l i e~u  as soon as tliey are born. I t  has been ascertained, that since the year 1H90, 
in  which many refractory chiefs were reduced to obedience, and obliged to conforn~ 
~ u t \ v a r d l y  with the stipulations made by the British Government, not Illore tlmn one 
hundred females have been suffered to grow up to ~ ~ o m a n l ~ o o d .  I'ntrl t l ~ e  nativeh 
tlle~llselves call see tlie enorinity of this crime, no enactments, or representationb fro111 
persoils professiilg another religion, can ever prevent its comniission. \Vlrc.re 110 o t l~cr  
means are  eml~loyed, neglect will speedily secure the desired end ; but in rliost inbtances 
tile illfalit takes its first and last draught in t l ~ i s  world, of ol~iuni ; \ \ l i icl~ se~itlv i t  
inlluediately to its eternal rest. 

Tile people of Katteawar trouble thenlselves little about the distinctions of caste. 
RajpoOts by descent, and cliildrrn of tlie sun, they worship that luminary, but, wliile 
equal]y with their Hindoo bretl~ren, are not imbued with tlie same religious 
zeal. Kattea\,,ar is famous for a breed of liorses wliicll is esteeined tlirougl~out India ; 

its camels, wl~ ich  colne from Marwar, a province ih tlie nortli of Guzerat, are also 
considered t11e finest in Iudia, being taller, more muscular, arid l~elieved to be of a niore 
no l~ le  cliaracter, than any other, -. 

TOMBS O F  THE KINGS O F  GOLCONDA. 

T l ~ e  name of Golconda is associated in the mind with ideas of Oriental splcndour a ~ ~ t l  
magnificence, of diamonds growing in its mines, and riches overflowing on every side. 
Rl11c11 of tliese suppositions are now discovei.ed to be fallacies; diainonds are not, and 
probably never were, found in the district, lvllich is indebted to the hand of art for some 
of its most interesting features : Golconda, however, has from ti111e imiiienloriwl been the 
depbt for diamo~lds brought fro111 the neighl~ouring counti*ies. Tlle city flourished for 
many years under one of those independent hIohan~u~edan sovereignties wl~iclr were at  
length subdued by the ulislakell policy of Aurungzebe, who in unitirlg t l ~ e  \+,llole ellipire 
ill his own person, bequeathed so vast and unwieldy a territory to his desce~~dauts, that 
it  as broken to pieces and lost. Conquered at  an early period by the followers of the 
Propllet, the Deccan became the scene of several successire dynasties. I t  wo11Id be 

imPossil~le in so brief a record to follow the d e ~ i o u s  fortunes of tlie nuruerolls adventurers, - 
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who at  different periods either held tlie supreme power, o r  divided i t  with otllcr princes, 
maintaining their independence by tlie sword. 

The tombs represented in the engraving belong to tlie kings of the Kootu l~  Slial~ee 
dynasty, and their relations and principal dependants. Tlle most ancient, tliat of the 
founder, was built nearly three I~iuidred years ngo ; tlie remainder, trt succeeding iutel-vals 
of a hundred and fifty years, the (late of tlie latest erection. T l ~ e y  occur upon a wide 
plain, about s i r  Iiundred yards from the fort, and present very splenclid al)eci~i~t.ns of the 
Saracenic style, wliicli has spread itself all over tlie civilizecl norlcl, a~icl Srorii wliicli 
Europe derivecl its gotliic edifices. Tlie body of the building is quadrangul;lr, aiicl is sur- 
lnounted by a do~iie, the baseluent resting upon aspacio~is  terrace, approacllecl by tliglits of 
steps, and surrounded by an arcade, of which each face co~isists of an eclual ~ i u n i l ~ e r  of' 
pointeel arclies, and wliicli terminates in a ricli ancl lofty balustracle, wit11 a ~n inare t  a t  each 
angle. Above the arcade, tlie body of the bnilding rises in tlie l a ~ ~ g e r  tombs. About 
thirty feet, the four faces being ornaniented in stucco, and slipporting s ba1ust1-ade, and 
four niinarets snialler and more silllple tlian tliose on tlie arcade. Fro111 the centre 
of tllis part of tlle building springs tlie dome, wliicli fro111 its magnitude forms tlie 
principal feature of tlie structure. I t  swells consiclerably as  i t  rises, the largest tlianleter 
being a t  about one tliircl of the height, ancl tlie general form resembling that  of' a l emo~l  
with the lower part cut  off. The lower portion of tliese eclitices are  composecl of grey 
granite, yery finely wrouglit;  tlie u p i e r  portion coated with stocco, or c l i u ~ l a ~ i ~ ,  some 
being ornamented 1)y the porcelain tiles so mncli in use throughout many of tlie builclings 
in India. Tllese decorations are  in  several of tlie tonlbs disposed in a lrincl of Mosaic 
work, and have retained the brilliance of their colours undiminished. Extracts from tlie 
Koran frequently occul- as ornaments to the cornices, executed in white letters upon a 
blue shining grollnd, all  in good preservation, ancl producing a fine effect. 

Tlie body is deposiled in a crypt under a stone of plain black granite, and ilnniecliately 
over it, in tlie principal apartnient, a niore lliglily 01-nan~entecl sarcopllagus or tumul i~s  
 narks the spot. Tliis is of polisliecl black trap, covered with inscriptions from the 
Koran in relief. In  sonie of the tombs, the clo~ne forins tlie roof of tliis priucipal chamber ; 
but in others it  is separated by a ceiling stretcliing over the wl~ole quadrangle. 
According to the usual custonl in sucli buildings, tliere is a PIiosque attacliecl to each, 
and formerly tlie wliole was surrounded by pleasure-grounds, well planted with trees 
aud flowers, ancl watered by fountains. Tliese have disappeared, togetlier with tlie 
carpets that covered the floors, and the ricll dral~eries tlirown over the sarcopliagi, which 
indicate the plilces tenanted by tlie bodies of the dead. The large tonib to the left of the  
engraving, is sacrecl to tlie nleniory of a female sovereign, Hyat  Begum : tlie ~lloilarch 
her father, llaving no son, bequeatlied tlie liingdo~ll to tlie husbarid of his daughter, who 
lies interrecl ill a nlanner l~efitting lier high rauk and her splendicl do~vry.  

LOKDUN : FISliEn, S O N ,  ,\XU CO. L'ILISTI.IIS 
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